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LETTER !• 

Departure from Braasels. — ^French Diligence.— FroBtiers.->RDad 
to PariB.— Paris. — ^Hotel. — ^Bestauratears. — ^Lod^ngs. 

The anticipations of infitruction and pleasure, 
which arise in the mind upon the prospect of visit- 
ing those foreign countries^ which are deeply in- 
teresting, by reason of their scenery or public 
monuments, or as the theatres of great histor- 
ical events^ are necessarily of the most vivid and 
glowing description/ You may appreciate, then, 
the feelings «fdelight,with which, on the evening 
of a charming summer's day (July 29th, 1829), 
I leil Brussels for Paris. I shall endeavor to 
give you a faithful account of every thing sin- 
gular and striking^ which engages {my attention 
during my projected tour in France ; and of 
the views and feelings suggested from time to 
time by various objects of curiosity. You will 
not, of course, expect from me grave or learned 
dissertations. My only aim will be to enable 
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2 FRANCE. 

you, by simple description; to see in fancy those 
things, that actually come within my own obser- 
vation. ^ 

The diligence, as you will suppose, is one of 
the first peculiarities of the country, which at- 
tract the notice of the traveller in France. It is 
a most huge and clumsy looking vehicle, con- 
sisting of three separate parts. That in the 
centre is called the ifUerieur, and is capable of 
containing six persons ; and the rotonde, which 
is behind, is likewise adapted for six. The cou- 
pecy in front of the interieur, holds three persons. 
This is much the most agreeable part of the 
diligence to travel in, not only as being more 
commodious ; but as there are windows both in 
front and at the sides, you have a much better 
opportunity of seeing the country to advantage, 
than you could have in the interieur. Above the 
coupecy on the very roof of the carriage, is a seat 
for three persons, called the imperiale, which is 
precisely like a chaise-top in form. Here also, 
mounted alofl, sits the condudeur. The baggage 
is also placed on the top of the diligence, and 
generally piled up to a very great height . You 
might suppose, that there would be danger of 
overturning from the top being thus heavily 
loaded ; but the wheels are so far apart, and the 
body of the carriage is so wide, as to render it 
perfectly safe. And I never travelled in any 
. public conveyance, which was more entirely easy. 
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I have often been much more fatigued after a 
ride of forty miles in one of our stage coaches, 
than I was upon arriving at Paris, after riding a 
day and a half, and the whole of two nights, 
without stopping. 

The morning after leaving Brussels, we break- 
fasted at Mens, and before dinner arrived at 
Quievrain, the frontier town of France. Here all 
our baggage was taken oft*, and examined by the 
custom house officers with much care. We 
found them very civil, however, and not disposed 
to incommode us more than their duty obliged 
them to do. One little incident occurred, that 
amused me very much. Each of the ladies, who 
came in the diligence, was under the necessity 
of being examined, by a woman appointed for the 
purpose, to be sure that she had not smuggled 
lacCy and little articles of that kind, in some part 
of her dress. It seems that some years since two 
or three milliners were detected in carrying great 
quantities of lace from Brussels to France, wrap- 
ped around their waists under their travelling 
habits, in the hem even, and in the crowns 
of their bonnets. This fact led to the estab- 
lishment of the rule, which is now laid down, 
never to suffer a female to pass, without strictly 
examining her dress. The woman, however, 
was perfectly civil and good natured, and dls- 
*posed to laugh with us at the singular custonr. 
1, for one, was entirely willing, that. she should be 
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satisfied I was not infringing the laws, and the 
whole passed off as a good joke, which afforded 
us all a hearty laugh, I can assure jou, although 
the examination was too particular, to be wholly 
acceptable. 

After passing through Valenciennes, Peronne, 
Cambray and Senlis, four large towns in France^ 
all more or less celebrated for wars and sieges, 
we arrived at Paris, at two o'clock in the after- 
noon of the 3l8t July. I cannot say much in fa- 
vor of what I saw of the north of France. Nei- 
ther the cities nor villages present any thing 
pleasing to the eye of the casual observer. There 
are, to be sure, in all the principal cities, objects 
of interest to claim the attention of travellers, 
who remain in them for any length of time ; but 
for those who pass rapidly through them in a dili- 
gence, or stop only to take a hasty meal, there is 
very little, that is either agreeable or amusing. 
The villages, for the most part, are extremely 
ordinary ; and comparing the country around 
them with verdant Holland, it appeared to me 
desolate and uninteresting. There were no 
hedges, or even fences, to be seen any where, 
and although there was a great quantity of grain, 
it had been injured by heavy rains. 

In going through the cities we were accosted 
by hosts of beggars, blind and lame, besides a 
great variety of other deformed and deplorable 
looking objects, who ought never to have been 
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PARIS. 5 

suffered to go at large. I thought at first, that 
there could be no laws to provide for these poor 
wretches, on seeing so many in the streets ; but 
found that there was a provision made for them/ 
which the/ refused to take advantage of, pre- 
ferring to beg, rather than enter into a hospital. 
i was frequently told, moreover, that many of 
these people maim themselves, or are rendered 
so by their parents, for the purpose of exciting 
<tompass]on. This I think not at all improbable, 
as otherwise I cannot account for there being so 
large a number of them as pressed around the dili- 
gence, the moment it stopped, in almost every 
city. 

In approaching Paris you travel for some 

distance through rows of trees, planted at regular 

intervals, and each one numbered. The road is 

very fine, through this avenue, and in a short 

time after entering it, we found ourselves in the 

busy %iiorld of Paris. Alighting at the diligence 

office, we were attacked on all sides by waiters 

from the different hotels, each with a card, which 

is thrus^t into your hands without any ceremony. 

The noise which they make, in recommending 

their several houses, all in a breath, is absolutely 

stunning, and \!^ould put a person entirely at a 

loss which to choose, unless he had previously 

determined upon a particular one. We had been 

recommended to the Hotel Montmorency, and 

thither we repaired, and took our lodgings for 

1* 
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a week; as, accordiDg to the rules of this house, 
rooms are not let for a less time. 

It is a large hotel, situated in the Rue St. 
Marc. From the street you pass through an 
arched passage, with a room on each side, to an 
open court, with buildings on either hand, three 
or four stories in height, all composing the same 
hotel. In front, as you enter, is a pretty gar- 
den, and beyond it apartments belonging to the 
same establishment. We were at first shown 
into rooms in front of the house ; but finding it 
too much exposed to the noise of the street, we 
changed them for others in the second story, 
looking out upon the court. These rooms were 
neatly furnished with mahogany chairs, cov- 
ered with velvet, a sofa of the same kind, and 
other furniture of very good quality ; but for all 
this, there was a dark, cheerless appearance 
about the house, which, in this my first experi- - 
ence of a French hotel, struck me very unpleas- 
antly. The court, being back from the street, 
is of course entirely solitary, and the buildings 
all around are so high, and so many in number, 
as almost totally to obscure every ray of sun. 
In addition to this the floors, instead of being 
carpeted, or even made of wood, are composed of 
red tiles. These tiles are six sided, and being 
placed regularly together, and each day rubbed 
very brightly, have rather a neat appearance ; 
but impart a cold and cheerless aspect to the 
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rooms, and send a chill through the frame, which 
is exceedingly unwelcome. In the very hottest 
days of summer, it might be comfortable ; but 
although 1 arrived in Paris in the month of July, 
the weather was quite as cool as it is at home in 
September, and consequently I did not find the 
tiled floors agreeable, particularly in the morning 
and evening. 

Another thing, which renders these hotels ex- 
tremely lonely, as compared with those of the 
United States, is the universal practice of taking 
your meals in your own apartment ;" and of 
course you never see any of the inmates of the 
house but the servants, unless you have private 
friends also lodging there. The manner of liv- 
ing is as follows. In the morning, at whatever 
hour you may choose, your breakfast is served. 
In Paris breakfast consists of coffee and bread 
and butter, without meat. If you wish for this 
you call for it separately and expressly. A 
large quantity of boiled milk, and a proportional 
quantity of sugar are given you with your coffee, 
it being the custom of the French to take their 
coffee half milk, and made into a perfect syrup 
with sugar. As to dinner, you may either dine 
at the hotel or go to a restaurateur^ s, as you 
please, there being no restraint in the customs 
of the house as fo this. If you dine at the ho- 
tel, it is by cartCy that is, a list of all the differ- 
ent meats, vegetables, fruits, and wines, from 
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which you select what you wish, and your dinner' 
is then served in your own apartment. I men- 
tion all these little particulars, in order to give 
yuu a general idea of the hotels of Paris, which 
is a thing of some interest to the traveller, at 
least, if not to others. 

Paris contains a large number of restaura-' 
teursj and their establishments deserve to be 
seen as a matter of curiosity, by those who 
would not otherwise frequent them ; and I did 
act fail to visit some of them, during my first 
week in Paris. You enter into a large hall, 
with sometimes a suite of rooms in addition. 
The hall is often very splendidly furnished, and 
is filled with tables, separately spread, [for any 
number of persons, from two to seven or eight, 
as may be desired. At the head of it is a raised 
seat, with a railing around it, where a female is 
placed, who presides over the whole, and re- 
ceives the money afler you have dined ; and also 
serves out the fruit, which makes a fine show 
upon a large table near her. She is generally 
selected for her beauty, in order to attract per- 
sons, as one of the ornaments of the saloon. 
When you have seated yourself at either of the 
tables you choose, a waiter hands you a carte, 
from which you select your dinner. 

At some of the restaurants you pay more or 
less, according to what dishes you call for; but 
at others they agree, for a certain sum, to give 
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you a dinner, which shall eonsist of potagCj or 
soup, the indispensable commencement of a din- 
ner in France, and three different dishes, besides 
wine, fruit, bread, and a small cup of coffee, 
without milk, but with a plentiful allowance of 
sugar, with which your repast finishes. The 
houses of this description are not among the 
most genteel or agreeable ; and in other re^ 
spects they are not in the highest esteem, be- 
cause it is so much the object of the proprietors 
to economize in the cost of what they set be- 
fore you, that you are not sure of having food of 
the best quality. 

The most celebrated cafes and restaurants are 
in the Palais Royal, and along the' Boulevards, 
some of which are fitted up, in all their parts, 
with real magnificence, and give you the luxu- 
ries of the country, prepared in the highest per- 
fection of the gastronomic art. There were 
great numbers of persons at these places, when 
I visited them, the rooms being generally quite 
full. Sometimes, though rarely, there were par- 
ties of ladies without any gentlemen ; but more 
frequently of gentlemen alone, or gentlemen and 
ladies together. I was at first much surprised 
at meeting so many people ; but afterwards came 
to realize the convenience of being able to ob- 
tain a good dinner at a moment's warning, when- 
ever you choose to call ; particularly if you 
chance to be far from your lodgings. And there 
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are, besides, many gentlemen, whose place of 
business is at a distance from their houses, and 
other persons who live in hired apartments, and 
always dine at a restaurant. But the more fash- 
ionable and expensive of these establishments 
are supported in a great measure by the multi- 
tude of foreigners, who resort to Paris, and' fill 
its walks, galleries, and places of recreation and 
refreshment. These considerations will account 
for the confluence of persons, who are usually 
to be seen at the restaurateurs. 

Our week at the hotel having expired, we re- 
paired to very pleasant private lodgings in Rue 
d' Artois. Here the cold tiled floors were ex- 
changed for the wooden ones, every where met 
with in France, and which are very peculiarly, 
-but very handsomely made. The wood is oak ; 
and the boards are cut in small narrow pieces, all 
exactly of a size, and laid in the form of what I 
should call herring bone, or in other neat and 
fanciful forms. They are rubbed regularly every 
day, which gives them a polish as bright as that 
upon mahogany furniture. In very cold weather, 
even these floors must be uncomfortable ; but 
they are, of course, infinitely preferable to tiles. 
Carpets, as I have been frequently told, are very 
rarely used in the private housesof Paris, except 
among some of the wealthiest inhabitants, or 
where Englishmen or Americans have intro- 
duced their own usages. Our hostess, an amia- 
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ble, and intelligent French lady, who receives, 
for the most part, only Americans in her family, 
has one of the very few respectable boarding 
houses, in the sense in which we use the word, 
to be found in Paris. Here I soon learned to 
accustom myself to the Parisian habit of eating 
but two meals each day, and dining at half past 
five, just in season for the theatre, and other 
amusements of the evening ; and I was not long 
in becoming convinced that the fashion was the 
most convenient, as well as the most conducive 
to health. 



LETTER II. 

General view of Paris. — ^The Seine. — Islands. — Boulevards. 
— Barrieres. — Fiacres. — Omnibuses. — Houses.. — Streets. — 
Blanchisseries. — Bridges. — Statue of Henry Fourth, and 
Pont Neuf. — ^Pont Louis Seize. — ^Pont des Arts. — Quais. 

Before commencing my journal of Paris, I 
shall anticipate a little, by attempting to give 
you a general idea of the city, which, will natu- 
rally form an introduction to an account of its 
public edifices and institutions. The river 
Seine, which passes through Paris from east to 
west, forms three small islands in the heart of 
the city. The first of these islands, called Isle 
de Louviers, is uninhabited, and used only for 
the storage of wood. The second is the Isle St. 
Louis, and is inhabited. The third is denomi- 
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nated the Isle de la Cite, which composes the 
central part of Paris, and was under the Romans 
its whole extent. 

Between these islands and the wall, with which 
the city is surrounded, among a great number 
of other streets^ is a magnificent one, called the 
Boulevard Interieur, planted with trees, which 
extends nearly all around PariB. This Boule- 
vard is in fact one street, titough bearing a- 
great variety of names. The most fashionable 
part^ and that which presents the most attractive 
appearance, to a stranger, is the Boulevard des 
Italiens. Here, during the day, your attention 
is constantly kept alive, by the immense con- 
course of people passing and repassing, the 
throng of carriages, which continually fill the 
street, and the splendid shops, displaying all 
varieties of rich and tasteful goods. But this is 
not comparable to the lively scene, which it ex- 
hibits in the evening. Numerous cafes and res- 
taurantSj brilliantly illuminated, and filled by the 
young, the gay, and fashionable of both sexes, 
with the same continued passing of people and 
carriages, make the whole street appear perfectly 
ajive ; and the crowd is often so great, particularly 
oq. Sunday evenings, whea the lower classes are 
abroad, that it is difficult to make your way 
tl^rough it. In front of the ca^ and restaurants, 
chairs are arranged, under a canopy, which you 
see filled by parties of ladies and gentlemen, 
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chatting and laughing over their cup of coffee or 
glass of wine^ in the highest good humor and hi- 
larity. This scene is renewed every evening, 
and midnight often sounds before the gay throng 
have sought their respective homes. 

The Boulevard du Temple is the resort of the 
common people, and here you have an equally 
lively, though very different, scene of things. 
All kinds of jugglery, puppet shows, rope danc- 
ing, and musical concerts are performed in con- 
tinual succession, evening after evening, and on 
Sunday in a peculiar manner, for a few trifling 
sous, which are bestowed or not, as the immense 
multitudes, who witness and delight in these 
sports, are disposed to reward or not to reward, 
the untiring exertions for their amusement made 
by these poor creatures, who thankftilly receive 
the smallest trifle that is thrown to them. 
Almost the whole of the Boulevard du Nord, 
which is that on the north side of the river, pre- 
sents the same gay and enlivening spectacle 
as those parts of it just mentioned, - while the 
Boulevard du Midi is still and quiet, frequented 
by few, and devoid of interest or attraction. 

Beyond the Boulevards are the faubourgs, 
of which there are a large number, designated by 
different names. Those of St. Germain, St. 
Honore,andMontmartre are the mostfrequepted, 
and in them reside a larger proportion of gen- 
teel people, than in any other part of Paris. 
2 
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>^The faubourgs are bounded by the city wait, 
which was constructed daring the reign of Louis 
Fourteenth, to prevent the introduction of goods 
into Paris without the payment of duty. 

Outside of the wall is a broad road, denom- 
inated the Boulevard Exterieur, which also sur- 
rounds the city. Upon this road are placed, at 
different points, fifty superb harrieresj or gates, 
which the minister Calonne caused to be erect* 
ed, at an immense expense, in order to give 
strangers, who entered the city, an expressive 
idea of its opulence and grandeur. These har^ 
rieres are in fact splendid edifices, some of stone, 
others of brick, presenting the various forms of 
temples, porticos, rotundas and ekapels, with 
their beautiful facades, arcades, and mimerous 
columns of different orders, which do indeed as- 
tonish the gtranger by tlieir magnificence ; but 
equally so by the enormous sums ef tooney, ab- 
solutely thrown away «pon these expensive ed- 
ifices, which serve no better purpose than the 
fnost plain and simple buiMings would do, being 
used only as offices for the Inspection of mer- 
chandize and things of that kind. 

Upon the exterior Boulevard, and for a cer- 
tain distance beyond, no bouses are allowed to 
be placed ; but the neighboring country is agree- 
ably interspersed with little villages and hamlets, 
which, in summer, when the trees are perfectly 
green, present a rural and pleasing landscape. 
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The. great distaDce from the Centre of Paris 
to the outer Boulevard, would render it extreme- 
ly inconvenient for strangers to visit the various 
objects of curiosity and attention, which are situ- 
ated in all directions, between these two points ^ 
and for the inhabitants themselves to go to differ- 
ent parts of the city. But to obviate this diffi- 
culty, and to render every place, which you wish 
to visit, perfectly accessible at all hours, and in 
all weathers, there are established several thou- 
sand carriages of different kinds, owned by pri- 
vate individuals, which traverse every part of the 
city at all hours of the day, and until late in the 
evening. 

The fiacres, or hackney coaches, are neat and 
commodious, and the fare is arranged on the most 
convenient and oquitable principles. You take 
them either by the cowrse or by the hour, as you 
choose. The price of a course is thirty sous, 
whether it be longer or shorter. Each time you 
«top is considered a separate course, and there- 
fore if you wish to stop at any place within the 
course, you can pay forty five sous and take the 
coach by the hour ; always making the agree- 
ment in the beginning, that you do take it by the 
hour, otherwise you will be charged thirty sous for 
each time you stop. The cabriolets are like our 
chaises, wide enough to contain the driver and an- 
other person upon the seat. The price of these is 
twenty five sous the course,and thirty five the hour. 
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But by far the most frequented and economi- 
cal carriages are the Omnibuses^ the Bearnaises^ 
the Ecossaises, the Citadines and Carolines, 
which are all of the same general construction^ 
and will contain twelve, fourteen or twenty per- 
sons, according to their different sizes. There 
are two seats opposite each other, the whole 
length of the carriage, and a small one at the 
end, opposite the entrance, which is from behind. 
There is no door to shut at the entrance, and the 
conductor stands upon th^ step, with his face 
turned towards the street, in. order to see any 
person, who may wish to enter the carriage. A 
check-string leads from thence to the arm of the 
driver, which is pulled as a signal for him to stop. 
Below the driver's seat is a sort of pipe, upon 
which he plays with his foot occasionally, in 
passing through the streets, and at the stand from 
whence he starts, until his number is conjiplete. 
The largest omnibuses are drawn by three horses 
abreast, the smaller by two. Each one has a 
particular course marked out, from which it never 
deviates, and consequently you cannot always be 
sure of finding one at the very momenbyou wish; 
but as there are several to each course, which 
follow each other, every fifteen minutes, you may 
always be sure of a seat by waiting that time, 
and there being an almost infinite' number con- 
stantly passing, which will take you up or set you 
down any where within their course, you can 
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you wish. The price of a coarse is fi?e or six 
sous for each person. 

All these different carriages are numbered, 
so that if any difiicnhy arises, or the drivers or 
t^onductors are insolent, you have only to pre- 
sent the number at the police office, and the 
offender is punished accordingly. This regula- 
tion keeps every thing right, and* prevents any 
insolence or impositiofi on the. part of the drivers, 
as a fine and the loss of their places might be the 
<3onsequonce. 

The general appearance of the central part of 
Paris, as it respectB ther streets and houses, is 
not remarkably elqgant or agreeable. The hous- 
es being built of a particular species of stone, 
which in a very short time becomes injured and 
blackened, have a dingy and sombre aspect, very 
far from elegant or pleasing to the eye. 

And this gloomy appearance is much increas- 
ed by the style of building, which is, almost uni- 
versally, throughout the city, the same as I have 
described to you the Hotel Montmorency. The 
entrance to the houses is by heavy folding doors, 
opening into a passage leading to a square court, 
surrounded by buildings, ^ generally inhabited by 
numerous tenants, although sometimes by one 
family alone; and as they occupy those parts of 
the buildings, which open upon the court, the 

front always look cheerless and deserted. Fre- 

2^ 
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quently each story of a house contains a distinct 
family, and all make use of one common en- 
trance. A small part of the lower story is ap- 
propriated to a portievy who is placed there by 
the owner of the house, and whose duty it is to 
keep the stair-cases and entries, which are used 
in common, in good order, to receive all the 
notes, visiting cards, parcels or messages of 
whatever kind for the different tenants, to open 
the outer doors at five in the morning, and close 
them at twelve at night. Whoever is out, after 
that hour, is expected to pay something to the 
porter, as assort of penalty. 

But although the great majority of the houses 
in Paris are such as I have described, yet there 
are many private edifices extremely beautiful, 
and the large public buildings, with few excep- 
tions, are sumptuous and magnificent beyond de- 
scription. 

The streets in many of the faubourgs are 
broad, spacious, and clean ; but those in the in- 
terior of the city are entirely the reverse, except- 
ing, of course, the Boulevards, and perhaps a few 
others. They are, for the most part, quite nar- 
row, paved with rough stones, having no side 
walks, and continually covered with a slippery 
black mud, which renders it sometimes almost 
impossible to keep on your feet. Instead of the 
middle of the streets being elevated, with drains 
at the sides, like ours, they are here elevated at 
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the sides, wttb a gntter in the middle constantly 
filled with water from the various fountains about 
the city, which you are always in danger of re- 
ceiving all over your dress, when a carriage, and 
particularly an omnibus passes. 

The consequence of this is, that ladies are very 
seldom seen walking in the streets of Paris, un- 
less in very pleasant weather, with any other 
dress than of light material which may be 
easily washed. In the great thorough-fares, 
where thousands and thousands of persons are 
passing and repassing at every hour of the day, 
with an endless succession of carriages of all de- 
scriptions driving to and fro, it is necessary to 
have your eyes and thoughts always about you, 
to prevent being thrown down or covered with 
mud. There being no side walks, of course 
there is no part of the street in which you can be 
safe from the carriages, the drivers of which 
dash along unmindful of any person's comfort or 
security; and frequently I have been obliged to 
step inside a door or court to avoid being abso- 
lutely run down by the horses, or crushed be- 
tween the houses on one side, and the wheels of 
the carriage on the other. It is, therefore, as 
you may well imagine, extremely unpleasant for a 
lady to walk through the streets ; and yet you are 
obliged so to do, as otherwise a great deal is lost 
which you wish to see,and you cannot obtain an ac- 
curate idea of the situation of any thing in the city. 
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I have before mentioiied, that the river Sej 
passes through Paris, from east to west. T 
fiver, as seenia the citv, is verj far from being 
haadsome as I had antictpated. It is, in ma 
places, very narrow, and the water is eztrem< 
muddy. Its surface is almost entirely covei 
with boats, loaded with wood, charcoal, fish, a 
-other articles, besides bathing4iouse8 and wai 
ing establishments, which altogether form a sec 
of bustle and activity, bttt effectually destroy 1 
beauty of the river. The washing establtt 
ments are very conspicuous. They consist 
long buildings, covered at the top and open at 1 
sides, around which great numbers of worn 
stand, each with a bdard before her, but ho t 
or even soap. The clothes are first dipped ii 
the muddy water, th^ laid upoti this board, a 
beaten with another piece of board, five or 
inches square itt appearance, with a handle 
it. This process' is continued, until the clotl 
are considered sufficieatly cleansed, afler whi 
they are rinsed and dried. It is said that a gr 
proportion of the clothes in Paris are washed 
these places, and afler the manner I have < 
scribed ; and you can therefore judge of the < 
struction occasioned to your clothes by havj 
them washed, and of their miserable complex 
when brought to you for clean. 

The bridges, thrown over different parts oft 
Seine, and which are sixteen in number, i 
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many of them very handsome. Among these, 
the Pont Neuf, Pont Louis Seize, and Pont des 
Arts, are the most beautiful. The Pont JVeuf is 
a fine stone bridge, seven hundred and sixty 
seven feet in length, and seventy seven in 
breadth. It is divided into three parts, the cen- 
tre for carriages, and a broad raised side-walk 
on each side. But the object which first attracts 
the eye, upon this bridge, and which renders it 
the more remarkable, is a beautiful bronze eques- 
trian statue of Henry Fourth, which occupies a 
conspicuous place upon one side. The height of 
this statue is fourteen feet, and its weight thirty 
thousand pounds. The upper surface of the pe- 
destal is a single block, with mortices to admit 
the two feet of the horse, which support the 
statue. The sides of the pedestal are beautifully 
ornamented with bas-reliefs representing differ- 
ent scenes in tlto 14£» <x£ JH^aryT 0& ike two 

ends are Latin inscriptions. The whole cost 
three hundred thirty seven thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty franca. 

The crowd of people, who are continually pass- 
ing and repassing this bridge, the great number 
of criers, exhibiting their articles of sale, in 
baskets upon their heads, or arrayed in little shops 
upon the side walks, the cries of the multitude of 
boatmen and wash-women upon the Seine be- 
neath, — all together present one of the most live- 
ly and exhilarating scenes,which you can imagino. 
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The Pont Louis Seize is also a beautiful stoi 
bridge, four hundred and sixty one feet in lengt 
'and sixty one in breadth. It is composed of fi 
archeS) the central one ninety six feet wide, wi 
two on each side, diminishing in size towar 
the ends of the bridge. The two last have wic 
towing paths beneath them. On each side of tl 
bridge is a balustrade, divided by six pedestal 
which support each a superb colossal statue 
white marble. These twelve statues are cot 
puted to have cost, independent of the marble ,tv 
hundred thousand francs. The following are tl 
eminent persons, whom they are intended to r 
present: — Bayard, Duguay Trouin, Turenn 
Tourville, Suger, Duguesclin, Conde, Cardtn 
Richelieu, Sully, Colbert, Duquesne, and Su 
fren. Each of these statues was sculptured by 
different artist ; but all are admirably execute 

and the xsShvt is iruljr naagniitcent. !N^o orn 

ment whatever could be more striking 
beautiful. Four military trophies are inten 
ed to be placed * upon pedestals, in a lii 
with the statues, upon the quays each side 
the bridge. 

The Pont des Arts is very elegant, and ii 
tended for foot passengers alone. It extern 
from the Louvre to the Institute, five'hundrc 
and fifly five feet in length. It is composed < 
nine arches, within which are other smalh 
arches, the whole made of cast iron. At equ! 
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distances, on each side of the bridge, are small 
iron pillars, upon which lamps are fixed. This 
bridge was the first in Paris constructed of iron. 
Its name is derived from the Louvre, which, at 
the time the bridge was built, was called Palais 
des Arts. 

The quays, which border the banks of the 
Seine, and which almost entirely surround the 
Isle de la Cite and that of St. Louis, are finely 
and spaciously built, and considered unequalled 
by those of any other city in Europe, both as to 
their construction and extent. Large sums of 
money were expended, during the reign of Na- 
poleon, for their erection, and in plans to that 
efiect, which have since been carried into execu- 
tion. These quays, composed of solid embank- 
ments of stone, are designated by different 
names; but in fact consist of an unbroken line, 
on each side the river, and form broad, spacious 
streets, with houses on one side and the river on 
the other. At several places along the quays, 
are stone stairs and descents, which lead to the 
water. The number of quays is thirty three, 
and their whole length nearly fifleen miles, 
taking into account both banks of the river. 
As the Louvre, Institute, and other great edi- 
fices front on the quays^ which are only di- 
vided by the river with its numerous bridges, 
the coup d'ceil of this long avenue is very im- 
posing. 
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LETTER III. 

Bourse. — Place du Carousel. — Louvre. — Museum of Pictc 
and Antiaues. — Palace of the T-uileries.— Garden, — ^Rue 
Rivoli. — Place Veadome. — Palais Royal. 

Vert soon after our arrival at Paris, we w< 
to view the garden and palace of the Tuilerl 
that locality so beautiful in itself, and rendered 
deeply interesting, from the historical recollc 
tions associated with it. 

In going from our hotel to the palace, i 
first passed the Bourse, or Exchange, a mc 
beautiful stone building, two hundred and twel 
feet in length, and one hundred twenty six 
breadth, with a covered gallery around it, su 
ported by large Corinthian pillars, sixty six 
number. The interior forms a splendid hall, 
domed with superb paintings in bas-relief, — wi 
galleries and public offices. It is .entered hy 
flight of stone steps, the whole width of the froi 
facing upon the Place de la Bourse. Over 1 
entrance is inscribed in gilded letters — Bourse 
Tmbunal de Commerce. The roof is entire 
formed of iron and copper. 

From thence we pursued our way to the Pla< 
du Carousel, which separates the palace of tl 
Tuileries, from that of the Louvre. The intei 
tion of Henry Fourth, and which Louis Fou 
teenth partly carried into execution, was to clei 
the area between these two palaces, which w£ 
then narrow and occupied by old buildings, an 
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to unite them by galleries on each side. One of 
these galleries has been completed ; but the oth* 
er was left unfinished owing to the immense ex- 
pense, which was necessary to complete it, and 
the troubles of the revolution, which came to put 
a stop to public works of all descriptions. The 
task was again resumed by Bonaparte^ who made 
great improvements in the appearance of the 
Louvre, which was going to decay in every part. 
But the project for completing the other gallery, 
so as to unite the two palaces into one, was 
' finally abandoned, and it still remains unfinished^ , 
One cannot but regret, that this design should 
not have been accomplished, which would have 
increased so greatly the beauty and regularity of 
the placCy and of the two noble edifices, which it 
separates. This regularity and beauty are now 
very much injured by the old houses and shops, 
of the most ordinary appearance, that fill the 
space, which would have been occupied by a part 
of the new construction, had it been completed. 
That part of the place, extending from these 
buildings towards the Louvre, is denominated 
the Place du Musee. 

The Place du Carrousel is divided from the 
court of the Tuileries, by a wall four feet in 
height, upon which is an iron railing, ornamented, 
at the top, with gilded spear-heads. The col- 
unmS) which separate the railing at equal dis* 

tances^ are 3urmounted by gilded balls. In the 

3 
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railing are three gates, the eentrftl OflQ ei^fltill 
opposite a beauttilil triomphal areh in the pUta 
the other two having, upon each side, stofi^ p 
de^taU* crowned by atatuesJ 'Th<& triun^ph 
arch, just alluded to, is composed of one larf 
central arch and two smaller ones^ which ure ii 
tersected by another, passing through them fro 
side to side. The whole is oemposed of lire 
stone, and the principal arch is adorned with o 
umns of red Languedoc marble, with buses ai 
capitals of bronze. Bas-reliefs in stone a 
placed above the arches, and they are also dec 
rated with thander-bolt^, and with branches 
laurel and palm. At the snmmit is a car, dmi 
bj four beautiful bronze horses, made ^iti^r t 
model of the famous horses, brought from Veni 
by Bonaparte, which formerly crowned this iir< 
In the car stands a figure, erob^ematienl of t 
restoraition, holding an olive branch in t|ie ri^ 
hand, and resting the left, which holds a bUD 
of palm branches, upon a sceptre, at the top 
which is a small fignre of Louis Eighteenth. Tl 
arch is a very beautiful one ; but is consider 
too small for the spacious AteVi^ which si del 
rates ; and this defect strikes the ^ye imme 
ately upon entering the s^fnare. 

Passing from ^Mnce, acro«ss the pto^^y we i 
rived at the Lovt^r^^ that magialficent pftUH 
abounding in every thing that is rich and bea« 
fill m arcUtectato mi ovmmmty and Ml/ w< 
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thy of thcMie great meo, under whose auspiees it 
was reared and embellislied, both within and 
without, in a style so far superior to any thing I 
had ever yet imagined of rich and elegant. The 
court of the Louvre is a square of one thousand 
«ix hundred feet in ciroqmference, and is sur- 
rounded by four piles of buildings of the most 
perfect beauty, ^t the centre of each pile is a 
projection, ornamented with statues and bas- 
reliefs, beneath which is an arched passage lead- 
ing out from the court. Each of the outside 
fronts is likewise beautifully decorated with bas- 
reliefs, statues, eolamns, and pilasters. The 
effect of the whole is, in fact, most grand and 
majestic, and cannot but strike the beholder with 
wonder and admiration. 

The Museum of pictures is contained in the 
gallery between the Louvre and Tuileries, and is 
entered from the Place du Musee. Over the 
door of entrance is a bust of Louis Sigbteenth in 
bronze. From the vestibule you ascend a superb 
stair-case which is elegantly ornamented with 
statues, military trophies, columns, bas-reliefs, 
and a very richly painted ceiling. This stair- 
ease leads to a sort of anti-chamber, the ceiling 
of which also presents pictures upon different 
subjects, mostly relating to the Trojan war. At 
the right of this hall is a door conducting to the 
Museum. You first pass through a room, sur- 
rounded with pictures of little or no merit, into a 
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second, which likewise contains none of very 
great value. From this room jou enter a mag* 
nificent gallery one thousand three hundred and 
thirty two feet in length, divided into nine parts, 
by arches each composed of four beautiful marble 
pillars. At the back part of the arches mirrors 
are placed, which, by reflecting the pictures, have 
the appearance of successive galleries, as far as 
the eye can reach. Before each mirror is placed 
a bust of some eminent artist, a vase of alabaster, 
or some ornament of the kind. The light is ad- 
mitted by means of sky-lights, and a range of 
windows, on each side of the gallery. Seats, 
covered with rich figured blue velvet, are also 
placed at regular distances on each side. The 
floor is composed of polished oak, such as I have 
before described to you, as composing the floors 
of private houses. 

The first three divisions of the gallery are oc- 
cupied by pictures of the French school, — the 
next three by the German, Flemish and Dutch, — 
and the last three by the Italian school. Al- 
though the eflect of this gallery is very splendid, 
yet as it respects the examination of the pictures 
alone, it did not please me. The immense num- 
ber of paintings, thus displayed at once to the 
view, distract the attention, and become extreme- 
ly fatiguing ailer a short time ; whereas, if the 
same number even were distributed in dif- 
ferent apartments, they could be viewed with 
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Among saeii a vast collection of fine paintings, 
wiiicfa require many successive vistts to examine, 
with any degree ,>of accuracy, I shall not attempt 
to five you a minute description of any ; but 
shall merely state, that the gallery contains mas- 
ter^pieces, of the most celebrated artists of an- 
cient and modern ^times ; and this is alone sudi- 
<^ent to give you an idea of the claims, which it 
possesses, to admiration and critical attention. 
The first time we visited it was merely to learn 
the sitttiation of the pictures of the different 
schools, as it was impossible to examine aay 
aittentively. 

From ihe Museum ^ pictures we repaired to 
that of the Antiques, in another part of the Lou- 
vre. This Museum consists of a succession of 
apartments or halls, filled wkh statuary, each hall 
being designated by the principal statue or sta- 
tues that adoni it. The ceiling of most of these 
apartments is truly splendid, consisting of paint- 
ings, sculpture, «ind fine bas-relief, — the whole 
beautifully interspersed and ornamented with 
gilding. These halls, too, «re generally adorned 
with columns of alabaster, porphyry and costly 
marbles, with busts, vases, candelabras, and 
altars, besides the immense number of statues, 
single and in groups, aos^ of which are extremely 
finn and true to life. 

In the hall of the Bonoan Emperors, I was par* 

2* 
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ticularly struck with the graceful and flowing 
manner, with which the togas were arranged 
upon the different statues. At a little distance 
you might almost imagine it real drapery, so free 
was it from all appearance of stiffness and pre- 
cision. 

The hall of Melpomene derives its name 
from a colossal statue of the tragic muse, which 
occupies one end of it. Just in front of this 
statue is a most beautiful pavement in mosaic, 
representing Minerva in a car, followed by Peace 
and Abundance. It is enclosed by a gilt ceiling 
of much beauty. Among the great number of 
beautiful statues, which decorate these superior 
and elegant halls, there were some very curious 
Egyptian^nes, not more easily distinguished by 
their largeflat features, than by the peculiarly 
stiff and formal attitude, which marked each one. 
It would almost seem to have been the design of 
the sculptor to render each limb as ungracefully 
and unnaturally bent as possible . 

The hall of the Cariatides is very beautiful, 
adorned at one end by a tribune, supported by 
four cariatides. Above the tribune is a bas-relief 
in bronze, representing a fountain-nymph, her lefl 
arm resting upon an urn, from whence issues a 
stream of water ; and her right thrown around 
the neck of a stag. At the opposite extremity 
of the hall is a very handsome chimney-piece, 
ornamented with statues of Bacchus and Ceres. 
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In the first hall^ which we entered, there 
were four large statues of captives, which very 
much attracted my attention. They were dressed 
in a sort of dark colored rohe, which rendered 
them particularly striking, from the contrast which 
they presented to the whiteness of the other sta- 
tues around them. The attitudes of these figures, 
their clasped hands, the downcast, sad, de- 
spairing expression of their faces, rendered them 
extremely interesting and attractive. 

These observations upon the contents of this 
Museum, were not of course the result of one 
visit, as, like the gallery of pictures, it was ex- 
amined by me many succeeding times,and always 
with more interest and admiration. 

From the Louvre we re-crossed to the Place 
du Carrousel, passing through the gate in front of 
the arch, to the court of the Tuileries. This 
palace, though far inferior in beauty to that of 
the Louvre, has nevertheless a striking and ma- 
jestic aspect. The front towards the court con- 
sists of five pavilions, with four ranges of build- 
ings between them, These pavilions are sup- 
ported by columns, and the buildings between 
that in the centre and the two each side of it, are 
ornamented with marble busts. At the sides of 
the central pavilion are antique marble statues of 
Apollo and a fawn, and the upper part, or attic, 
is upheld by six cariatides of colossal stature. 
Beneath this pavilion is a vestibule leading to the 
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gftcien, aad at etch aUto of k 10 a brdud Aiair- 
caae conducting to the rojdl apartaMftnta «lM>re« 
Tke front of tho ptlace towards the garden con* 
Mats of three pavUioiiay with open galleries be- 
tween theoni which contain porticos, in which are 
placed antique marhle statues of Roman emper- 
ors. AboYO tke porticos are terraces; and between 
the windows are placed, upon pedestals, marble 
busts of emperors and generals. 

A broad walk extends the whole length of' this 
front of the palace, and directly in a line wtth the 
central pavilion is the gnuul troU;, terminating in a 
terrace, raised above the garden, and ascended 
by steps. On each side this walk, G» some dis^ 
tance, opposite the two wings of the palace, is the 
flower-garden, beautifully arranged, with grass 
plats, and beds of the most gay and brilliant 
flowers, which impart a deliciotts fragrance to the 
air. Around all the principal walks are placed 
little green tubs conitaining 4»*ange trees, and 
pomegranates with their brigM crimmm blos- 
soms, l<^ming a mos^ beautiful border. The gar- 
den on each side is enclosed by a light iron rail- 
ing, and is interspersed with ^Muitains, which 
fall into basins filled with gold and silver fish. 
We amused ourselves, as many otbears do, by 
throwing crumbs of bread or cake into the water 
to attract these beaiutiful little creatures, which rise 
by hundreds to the surface of the water, to catch 
food thus ofiered theim,and then instaatlydisappear 
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Beyond the flower garden, towards the front 
terrace on either side, is a fine plantation of trees, 
the lower branches being dipt in order to form a 
convenient promenade beneath them. At the two 
sides of the garden, parallel to the grand walk, 
are terraces, which extend the whole length, from 
the palace to the front terrace, — the one border- 
ing upon the Rue de Rivoli, and the other upon 
the Seine. 

^ Every part of this charming place is decorated 
by groups and single statues in marble or bronze, 
some of them of the most finished and exquisite 
workmanship. Upon our entrance into the gar- 
den, the day being quite wz^rm, and it being Sun- 
day moreover, we found the plantation crowded 
with people, enjoying the coolness afforded them 
by the delightful shade of the trees. Chairs are 
always kept here, which are hired for two sous 
each person, and little pavilions are placed in dif- 
ferent parts of the plantation, in which news- 
papers are kept, and for the reading of which two 
sous are also demanded. Here great numbers of 
the Parisians pass a large portion of their Sun- 
days, as well as other leisure hours, in reading 
the papers, — strolling about, or seated beneath 
the trees, in conversation with those, who may 
chance to be their neighbors,— -or else amusing 
themselves with the gambols of the children, of 
whom there are hosts, of all ages and sizes ; and 
who under the care of their nurses or parents, 
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nad frequently of both, pass awiy th^ houfP in 
plajing at hide«and->go-seek,--^jufiipiag ropea, — 
driving hoops or lops,--- rolling nine ^uft,— and 
in all thope es^ercisep and amusements appropri^e 
to childhood. The more genteel class are gea* 
ercLlly seen walking upon the terraces, which fbria 
one of the most fashionable and delightful prom:- 
^nades in Puris. 

Ader passing an hour or two in straying about 
all parts of the garden, and enchanted with all 
that met our eyes, we entered the Rue de Rivoli, 
from the gate of the terrace bordering upon that 
magnifxcent street, built by Napoleon, and which, 
like every thing else in Paris constructed under 
his superintendence, is most admirable* It con-*- 
sists of a series of beautiful arcades, extending 
along the whole of the street, on one side, and 
which it was Napoleon's intention to have ex- 
tended through the entire length of the city. The 
buildings, to which these arcades serve as a sort 
of open gallery, are all beautiful and regular. 
The color of the stone, of which they are co m- 
posed, is a delicale buff; and not having been 
built sufficiently long to be injured by time, they 
present a new and bright appearance, which is 
seen in very few of the buildings in Paris. The 
Rue de CastigUoni which leads out from the Rue 
de Riveli, opposite the gate of the Tuileries, is also 
bordered with arcades, and in fact resembles the 
Rue de Rivoli in every respect, except in length. 



Pnmiiikg Ihrdttgk ttie tlM d« C«8(igli6tii, We 
eiit«l«d the Place V^ttdotne. Thia is & fine^ 
sp&ekmd square, of 1 0h6uld say octagon, as such 
is its 4i»rm^ surrdttiided by buildings, all of the 
same height) aj!id<»^peifectl/ regular apt>earance. 
Ilie centre of the pliice is occupied by a splen- 
did triumphal column, erected by Bonaparte, in 
the place of an equestrian statue of Louis Fouro 
teenth, which formerly stood upon the same spot; 
but was destroyed in ItdS. This column is com- 
posed of stone, corered with bronze, which was 
procured by the melting of cannonii, fftfcen by 
NapoleoB in battle. The column rests upon a 
square pedestal, which is adorned with beautifiil 
bas-reliefs, in representation of the diffistent vic^ 
tories of the French army. The bas-^reliefs upon 
the column, which is one hundred and thirty five 
feet in height, and twelye feet in circumference, 
are in a spiral form, from the bottom to the top, 
separated by a band of bronze, and also repre- 
senting the victories of Napoleon. The summit 
was formerly crowned with a bronze statue of the 
Emperor; which is now exchanged for ttie French 
flag, which waves above it. This statue is the 
only thing wanting to the perfect symmetry and 
beauty of this noble monument, which, having 
been Imilt with the design of placing a statue at 
the tqp, has an abrupt and un^sfaed termination, 
which is somewhat injurious to its appeartace, 
dtbough not very seriously so. 



96 FRANCE. 

Entering the Rue de la Paix, we pursued our 
way to the Boulevards, and after walking there 
for some time, returned to the hotel. In the eve- 
ning we went out to visit the Palais Rojal, 
and here another truly splendid scene of things 
was presented to my view. We first entered 
into the garden, the form of which is an ohlong 
square, beautifully laid out in grass plats, and 
flower beds of brightest hue, intersected by grav- 
elled walks. At one end of the garden are erect- 
ed little pavilions, like those in the Tuileries, for 
the reading of newspapers ; and the centre of it is 
occupied by a most beautiful fountain, the water 
falling into a circular basin, in the form of a wheat- 
sheaf. On two sides of this fountain are grass 
plats, bordered with beds of flowers, enclosed 
within a railing, and each ornamented with a 
bronze statue, — the one of Apollo, the other 
of Diana. 

Entirely surrounding the garden are ranges of 
buildings, with a gallery of arcades in front of the 
ground floor. Upon entering this gallery, from 
the garden, my eyes were at first completely daz- 
zled by the flood of light, which streamed from 
the windows of the shops and cafes j most brilliant- 
ly illuminated with gas, and by the splendid jew- 
elry of the most sumptuous and costly description, 
meeting my view at almost every turn, and from 
which each ray of light seemed reflected with 
three fold lustre. The most delicious fruity' and 
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Qonfediomry, the richest goods, and the most 
splendid articles of every description, were dis- 
played in tempting luxuriance at every step, to 
attract the attention of the immeose crowd, of all 
elasdes and conditions, which daily and nightly 
throng the galleries and garden, and which serve 
to impart a douhle gaiety and eseitement to this 
delightful and fascinating place of resort. 

It is impossible to describe the efect of this 
scene, when to the thousand ettraotions, which it 
possesses in itself, is added the charm of novelty. 
It appeared to me like a dream of enchantment, 
or a fairy land, which my childish imagination had 
80 often and vividly portrayed, rather than a real 
scene of every day life. Nor is it for the novice 
alone, that this scene possesses enchantment. 
The pleasing excitement, produced by the great 
variety of objects which constantly meet your , 
gaze in the galleries, — the contrast between the 
dazzling brilliancy, the restless, unceasing bus- 
tle and activity there presented, and the tran- 
quility and calm of the beautiful garden, with its 
ahady trees, its murmuring fountain, whose pure 
waters reftect a thousand diamonds from the lights 
around, — these can never fail to chann; and one 
might visit the Palais Royal every evening, and 
every day for a year ; and ahhough the first 
overwhelming interest would have passed away, 
there would still be something each time, new 
and attractive; to call forth admiration and delight. 

4 
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Fortunate would ii be if innocent amusementtf 
and pleasures alone were here pursued ; bot un- 
happily scenes of riot and debauchery are enact- 
ed night after night,* within the gambling-houses^ 
the cafeSy and establishments of ill fame, with 
which too many :of the apartments of this beauti- 
ful edifice are sullied and profaned. Within these 
haunts of vice and profligacy the unwary and in- 
experienced are seduced, by the vile emissaries, 
who go abroad in all the city to entice the young 
and innocent, by fair words and under false pre- 
tences, within those unhallowed waUs, where 
health, honor, and happiness are forever blasted y 
and from whence they emerge but to spread the 
deadly poison, by drawing into the same fatal 
snare companions as innocent and unsuspicious 
as they were once themselves. 

But to turn from this d&rk feature of the spleiv^ 
did picture, which the Palais Royal presents. 
From the galleries at each end of the garden are 
passages, leading to double covered galleries, 
equally lined with shops. One of these galleries, 
constructed within a few years, is very elegant. 
It is ornamented with mirrors, placed between 
the buildings ; and the entire roof is of glass. 
Beyond this gallery is a square court, surrounded 
by buildings, occupied by the Duke of Orleans, 
the proprietor of a greater part of all the build- 
ings, to whose father they belonged before the 
revolution. But during that time, some of them. 
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epening upon the garden, were Bold, and are still 
ovned by private individaals. With the exception 
<»f the8e,the whole property came into possession of 
the present Duke of Orleans, after the restoration. 
You have now before you the history of all, 
that met my eye, worthy of mention, upon the 
^rst day, in which I can be said to have seen any 
thing of importance in Paris ; and if the descrip- 
tion gives you even a slight idea of the reality , I 
need not add how deeply I was impressed with 
the splendor and magnificence of it^ when actual- 
ly presented to the view. 
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Conservatoire de Musique. — Church of Saint Roch. — Mar- 
riage Ceremony. — Bibiiotheque da Roi. — ^Cabinet of Medals. 
— Manuscripts. — Ei^gravings. — Porte St. Denis. — Porte St. 
Martin. — Chateau d'JSsu. — Marcfoe du Vieuz Linge. — ^Tem- 
ple.— I mprimerie Royale. — Ceremony of the Confirmation. — 
Place des Victoires. — Place du Chatelet. — Marche des In- 
noceni. — ^Piace du Palais Royal .^-Site of the Old Opera, 

In a place, which abounds in public spectacles 
as much as Paris does, it is necessary to embrace 
occasions as they occur, without particular re- 
gard to system or choice. Thus it happened that 
the first exhibition I attended was a musical ex- 
hibition (August 5th,) consisting of a trial for a 
prize, upon different instruments, between the 
pupils of a musical school^ denominated Conser- 
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vatoire de Miisique. The iaslrBineatfl were the 
violin, flute, bassoon, haiitboj, ckuripnet and hero. 
The exhibition was in a sort of theatre, with boxes 
and a pit for spectators, and the stage was, of 
course, occupied by the musicians. Opposite the 
stage was the seat for the persons, who adjuc^ed 
the prizes. The manner in which they decide 
which of the musicians has gained the prize, is a* 
follows. A box, divided into compartments, is 
placed before them. In these compartments they 
put the names of the competitors, upon slips of 
paper, and then each of the judges drops a small 
ball into that, which contains the name of the per- 
son whom he considers entitled -to a prize. These • 
balls are then counted, and the president arises 
and announces the name of the successful com- 
petitor, who comes forward on the stage and bows 
to the audience. Some of the performances were 
excellent, others not so much so ; but none 
were bad. It was not the kind of music in which 
I am ever much interested ; but I passed two or 
three hours quite pleasantly, in listening atten- 
tively to the performances, in order to decide in 
my own mind, who should gain the prize, before 
the decision of the judges was announced. 

On a subsequent day (August 12th) I sat out 
to visit the King's Library, or Bibliotheque du 
Roi, and on my way thither entered the church 
dfSt. Roch. This church is approached by a 
long flight of stone ateps^ extending the whole 



leH^ of the buMiiig^. The etCator is m>C oth^ 
idrwise sf tikitig o!i^ retn&kabfo *, ftlld the iilterkrf , 
though pOBiessiiig some ^M motf^meiitSy and a 
baftdsome pulpit, has an appearttioo of decay and 
neglect) a dark and dingy aspect, wholly unlike 
the magnifieent dmrches I sav^ in BelghnA.' A 
marriage ceremony was petforaying at the time I 
' entered; and a large collection of people Was as- 
sembled. The bride was dressed in white muslin 
over siHc or satin ; and a l^tce veil^ attached in 
plaits to the back part of the comb', fell orer her 
shoulders. The marriage service I could not un- 
derstand a word of; but there was af great deal of 
form and dwm^ sh&Wy as in e^r^ry other catholic 
service, which I have yet witnessed, and the cer- 
lemony was mutoh longer, than that of the church 
of England. We became fatigued and left the 
church, before the m&nriiage was cotapleted. 

From thence we passed through a number of 
streete^ abounding with mud, and thronged with 
people and carriages, ta the King's Library. 
This iir an immense pile of blackened buildings, 
presenting notliing pleasing in their exterior. 
Passing through an arched gato way, you enter 
into a lar|(e court, the buildings surrounding 
which havearegulinr and uniform appearance. 
At the right iap a broad staircase, leading to tho 
library. TherpriHtod books, which are said to be 
upwwds of seven hundred thousand in number, 
occupjr a' beautaM gidlery, e^nding around 

4* 
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three sides of the court. In the centre of these 
galleries are placed long tables coirered with 
green cloth, and furnished with ink-stands. The 
books are arranged in shelves, on each side of the 
gallery, neatly enclosed in wire net-work. 

In the centre of one of the galleries is a repre- 
sentation of Parnassus, in bronze, which, though 
trifling, is rather curious than otherwise. It con- 
sists of a steep mountain, upon which are seated 
in various attitudes, and with appropriate symbols 
to each, a number of little figures, which are in- 
tended to represent the principal poets of France. 
Among them are Voltaire, Rousseau, Racine, 
Corneille, and a variety of others, — and Louis 
Fourteenth under the figure of Apollo. Besides ' 
these there are a number of genii holding medal- 
lions in their hands ; and other medallions are 
attached to branches of laurel. 

At the end of this same gallery is an excellent 
representation of the pyramids of Egypt, the 
proportions of the pyramids and of the desert 
being exactly preserved. It presents a vast, 
barren waste, covered with a fine dust in imita- 
tion of sand; and not a green leaf or shrub is to 
be seen, with the exception of one or two solitary 
groups of palm trees, near the pyramids, which 
appear like mere specks upon the immense plain 
around. The whole is admirably executed, and 
forms an interesting ornament to. the librm*y. 
At the farther extremity of the adjoining gallery 



is a fine statue of Voltaire; seated in an arm 
chair. The likeness is perfect. 
^ This part of the library is thrown open every 
day, from ten o'clock until four, for the purposes 
of study, and twice a week to mere visiters among 
the public at large. Great numbers of students 
are constantly seen sitting around the tables, and 
not unfrequently ladies among the .number. No 
conversation is allowed, and the galleries being 
secluded from all noise, and from every thing to 
call off the attention, are finely adapted to study. 
No student is allowed to take a book from the 
shelves himself; but he may obtain any he wishes 
for, by applying to the librarians, who are always 
near to take them out when desired. 

Leading out from *one of the galleries is a 
room, not public, exclusively devoted to geo- 
graphical works. In the room are two immense 
globes, the one terrestial, the other celestial, 
nearly twelve feet in diameter, and thirty five in 
circumference. They are supposed to be the 
largest in Europe, with the exception of one in 
the. University of Cambridge, but not remarkable 
for their exactness. 

c The cabinet of medals and antiques is situ- ' 
ated at the extremity of the first gallery, and is 
open to the public two days in the week. Here 
are contained an extensive collection of coins, 
medals, and antiques, of great ^alue and variety. 
Among them are some of the earliest Roman 
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coiasj a great variety €€retj eori^ius £gypti«i 
antiquities, some axttiqunrbusts, and several moMj 
miefl of cats and other fiaaiaalsi, womhipped as 
gods among the Egyptians. Tbere ai»e, besides 
tbese, gold and other ornaments^ fbund itt the 
tomb of King Childebert, the iron chair of 
Kmg Dagobert, a sword of the order ofMaltav 
and a great variety of other curiosities, equally 
affcient and renmrkable. The ed&s^ antiques, 
iiledals, and 'things of that kind^ are display- 
ed in glass cases, y^kh a little slip of paper at- 
tached to each, some bearing only the number, 
but othera stating where they were found, or for 
what they are particularly remailsable. In other 
glass cases are contained splendid collections of 
cameos, both white and variegated, of the richest 
description and most perfect finish'. Some of 
them are three or four inches in diameter, and 
all bear the most close and criticai'^ examination. 
Upon many of the beautiful engraved seals and' 
rings, the figures are extremely small and^ deli- 
cate ; but upon- dose examination every part is 
found perfectly* finished and: wi^l proportioned. 

In addition to the vast nconber of printed 
books, of which the library consists, there are 
8ix;otherapartmeBts, filled with: iilanuscripts^-i<< 
the number of volumea' being computed at eight]^ 
thousand. One of these^ apartaents: is' a large-,' 
hancbome gallery^ the ceiling paititied in fi^esci>^ 
in which aredepostDed the^most valuable and cu^^ 
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riotts of the nnmuscripts^ in glass cases. These 
are the maBusccipts of Qalileo, of Leonardo da 
Vinci, letters from Henry Fourth to Gabrielle 
d' Estreesy the prayer-books of Henry Thirds 
of Anne of Brittany^ of Louis Fourteenth, and 
of Pope Paul Third, written upon vellum, and 
most splendidly illuminated. Here also are 
the original manuscript of Telemadius, that of 
Josephus, memoirs of Louis Fourteenth in his 
own hand, letters written by Francis First, b]( 
Montesquieu, Racine, Turenne, Voltaire, Gor- 
neille. Madam Sevigne, Madam de Maintenon, 
and many others. Such are the most interesting 
manuscripts, to be found in this truly superb and 
precious collection, which must be viewed with 
the deepest interest by all strangers, of whatever 
nation, who visit the library, — an interest almost 
equal to that entertained by the countrymen of 
those great writers and eminent personages, who 
have filled the world with tEeir fame. Orieih- 
tal manuscripts,the Alcoran in Arabic,and Persian 
poems, most beautifully written, and ornamented 
with flowers, and with every line gilded, are 
also among the curiosities in this part of the li- 
brary. 

From this room we repaired to the cabinet of 
engravings, which occupy several rooms. In the 
first the engravings are hung around the walls in 
frames, but in the ethers they are in volumes, 
handsomely bound, and arranged upon shelvesu 
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Tables are placed in the middle of the apartments^ 
for those who wish to inspect the plates, which 
consist of engravings of all the most celebrated 
pictures of the first French, Italian, Grerman, 
Dutch and Flemish artists; together with histori- 
cal and fancy sketches, plates upon natural his- 
tory, portraits, costumes of different nations, knd 
in short engravings of almost every description. 
These may be examined by all persons, on fixed 
days, without difficulty or delay, like every other 
part of this princely establishment, which exhib- 
its all the splendor and beauty, which should sig- 
nalize the public library of the monarch of a 
great and wealthy nation. 

The next day (Thursday the 13th) I visited the' 
Royal Printing Press, or Imprimerie Roy ale. 

Passing along the Boulevards,! arrived at Port6 
St. Denis, which is a magnificent triumphal arch 
of stone, situated at the extremity of Rue St. 
Denis, seventy two feet in height, and composed 
of three arches, the principal one twenty five feet 
in width, and forty three in height. This ports 
or gate was constructed in 1672 by the city of 
Paris, to perpetuate the memory of the victories 
of Louis Fourteenth ; and the beautiful bas- 
reliefs, which, with military trophies, pyramids, 
and other ornaments, adorn it in variotfis parts, 
have for their subjects the triumphs of the great 
monarch. A bas-relief, over the principal arch, 
represents Louis crossing the Rhine on horse* 
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back| with the inscription * Ludovico Magno,' in 
gilded letters. This inscription, which was ef- 
faced during the revolution, was renewed hy the 
order of Napoleon, a short time previous to his • 
fall from power. It is bj the Porte St.. Denis, 
that the public entries of the kings and queens of 
France are made into Paris. 

Not far from this is the Porte St. Martin, 
which, though more plain and simple than St. 
Denis, and inferior to it in richness and elevation, 
is nevertheless a fine piece of architecture, form- 
ed like the other of three arches, and adorned 
with bas-reliefs and other trophies^ relating to the 
conquests of Louis Fourteenth. 

Extending my walk still farther on the Boule- 
vards, I came to the beautiful fountain called 
Chateau d' £au, situated upon an elevated mound, 
at the side of the street. The form of this foun- 
tain is precisely that of a glass pyramid^ the wa- 
ter rising through a tube in the centre, and fall*- 
ing in a beautiful circular sheet over the difier- ^ 
eot shelves, which are three in number, into a 
circular basin, thence again into a second of 
larger dimensions, and finally into the reservoir, 
which surrounds the whole. Around the upper 
basin are placed, upon pedestals, eight antique 
lions of cast iron, which apout water from their 
mouths into the basin below. 

The Marche du Vieu.i Linge, or market for 
old dothes; situated ia the Bue de Temple, to 
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which I neji proceeded, k a large b«ildiiig eiir* 
rounded with gaUeries, in whicAi are a vast num- 
ber of little i^ops or stalls, filled with great quao* 
tities of old linen, and clothes of almost all dc 
scriptions. Jast back of this is a detached baild- 
ing, called the Rotonde, circular at the ends, and 

. also containing galleries or shops. The appear- 
ance of this building is rather striking ; but the 
whole place was so esceedingly dirty and dis- 
agreeable, that I was glad to hurry away from it 
as fast as possible. 

In the same street is situated all that remains 
of the ancient buildings of the celebrated order ef 
Knights Templars ; and where a convent has 
been established, since the restoration. The 
front of the palace of the Prior is handsomely 
ornamented with a portico sustained by pillars ; 
but the effect of it is much injured by a chapel, 
which has, within a few years, been attached to 

. one side of it, and which destroys its regularity 
of appearance. Back of the palace is a large 
garden, which is surrounded by an extremely 
htgh stone wall, concealing it entirely from view. 
Admittance cannot be obtained into the interior 
of the convent, by anyone ; but the outside view 
alone is deeply interesting, of that spot, where 
for many months the unfortunate Louis Sixteenth 
and his family were imprisoned, and from where 
he was conducted to the scaffold. 
The Royal Printing Press, not far from thence, 
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is a very fine establishment, upon the most ex- 
tensive scale. We passed through a long range 
of apartments, some filled with printing presses, 
at which large numbers of men were employed. 
Some were appropriated to trimming the sheets 
after thej were printed, and in others the sheets 
were folded and stitched, a work done almost en- 
tirely by women.' The quickness with which the 
papers are printed, folded and stitched ; the 
good order, neatness and regularity, which per- 
vade every part of the establishment, are truly 
remarkable. Nor is the foundry, which occupies 
the lower part of the building, less ^remarkable 
or interesting. Here you see the types made, 
with the utmost rapidity and in immense num- 
bers. I could scarcely think half of them would 
ever be used, when I Reflected, that an equal 
quantity with those we saw, were produced every 
day. But the amount of printing executed here 
is very great, sufficient tg employ five or six hun- 
dred persons, male and female, and yet it is al- 
most exclusively confined to government papers. 
On my return I entered the Church of St. 
Nicolas des Champs, where the Archbishop 
of Paris was about confirming a large number 
of young people, of both sexes. The cere- 
mony was extremely interesting and solemn. 
About two hundred girls, and as many boys, 
were seated in the body of the church upon 
benches, placed one behind the other. The 
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girls were all dressed m white, with mnslin cwp$f 
and a white lace veil thrown over their heads. 
After they were all seated a lad of about fourteen 
years old walked ap through the two first rows, 
giving to each a napkin. After him followed ihie 
Archbishop, who crossed their ibreheadb whh 
holy water, repeating the words of confirmattOB 
at the same time. Then came a priest whe* 
washed their foreheads with a small • piece of 
white cloth, followed by another who wiped tkcn 
with the napkin, which had been given for that 
•purpose. Two little boys, dressed in while xoos'- 
lin, over red, with a red girdle or sash, came 
next, with a sort of basket of muslin lined with 
red, at each side of which was aitac^ied a broad 
red band, which passed over the shoulders of the 
two boys. Into ithis basket the priest threw the 
napkins, as they were used. When two rows 
were confirmed, they retired to the -back benches, 
giving place to the others to advance. After this 
ceremony was concluded, the priests chanted at 
the altar, amid clouds of incense, which the little 
boys in red burned before them. The Arch- 
bishop then exhorted the kneeling 'fiock, when 
the Te Deum was -sung and the ceremony closed^ 
The organ played, and the befl of the church 
tolled, dunng the whole time. A large crowd 
was collected, to witness 'the scene, though 
it was by mere chance alone that we happen- 
ed 'to be of the 'number. The church possesses 



PARIS. 51 

nothtog in its af^aranee worthy of mention. 

On the following morning I walked to the Place 
des Yictoives. This is a handsome circular place, 
surrounded with buildings, of regular and uni- 
form appearance. In the centre is a beautiful 
bronze statue of Louis Fourteenth, on horseback, 
enclosed within an iron railing, gilded at the top, 
outside of which is a circle of handsome pillars. 
The statue is fourteen feet in height, without 
including the pedestal. The head of Louis is 
crowned with laurel. In one hand he holds a 
truncheon^ and with the other curbs his spirited 
horse, whose arched neck and general bearing 
denote his impatience of the bit which restrains 
his course. The pedestal is ornamented with 
inscriptions, and with bas-reliefs which repre- 
sent the passage of the Rhine, and Louis seated 
upon his throne, distributing military decorations. 

The Place du Chatelet, which I saw the same 
day, is adorned with a very beautiful fountain, 
called Fontaine du Palmier. It is composed of 
a large circular basin, in the centre of which is a 
pedestal, sustaining a column fifly-eight feet in 
elevation. The column, intended to represent a 
palm tree, with the capital serving as branches, 
is divided by bands of gilded bronze, bearing the 
names of the principal victories gained by Bona- 
parte. At the four corners of the pedestal, 
which is handsomely, ornamented, are cornuco- 
fisBf which terminate in form of fishes' heads. 
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from whence the water is thrown into the sur^ 
rounding basin. The summit is crowned by a 
gilt statue of Victory, holding a crown of laurel 
in each hand. 

The Marche des Innocens also contains a 
beautiful marble fountain^ forty-two feet in height, 
adorned with sculpture and other ornaments. 
The market is in the centre of a large square 
court, surrounded by buildings covered at the 
top, but open at the sides, in which are arranged 
all varieties of vegetables and other articles ; and 
the whole place is completely filled with people, 
either buyers, sellers, or lookers on, of which 
latter there are generally not a few. 

Indeed, the market places in Paris, of which 
the Marche des Innocens is the largest, present 
at times a most amusing scene. There is such a 
multitude of people, and particularly women, all 
talking together, with the greatest rapidity and 
earnestness, — such a variety of strange looking 
dresses and figures, — such a never ceasing din, 
that one might be amused for hours together, so 
far as variety is pleasing, in merely observing 
the different voices, movements, dresses, and ac- 
tions of the multitude around. But the great 
objection to all these market places, nearly with- 
out exception, is their extreme want of neatness, 
a thing, however, which can scarcely be avoided. 
The pieces of broken vegetables, which get scat- 
tered around, become decayed, and of course 
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very offensive, while they serve to make more 
slippery aod difficult to stand upon, the quanti- 
ties of mud, with which these places always 
abound, — and particularly those which are orna- 
mented with a fountain. 

On my way back to Sue d' Artois, I entered 
the Place du Palais Royal, in which is a very 
large stone fountain, consisting of a central pro- 
jecting body, and two wings in form of pavilions, 
the whole front together being one hundred 
twenty feet in length. It is decorated with col- 
umns and statues. 

From this place^ proceeding to the Boulevards 
through the Rue Richelieu, I passed the spot 
where the Opera stood, in which the Duke of 
Berry was assassinated. Upon the same spot is 
now erecting a very handsome church. It has a 
gallery around it sustained by large pillars, not 
unlike in appearance to that of the Bourse, 
though the building is not nearly as large. But 
there is a great defect in the construction of this 
church, and that is the manner in which it is fin- 
ished at the top. It looks precisely as if the roof 
had been completed, and afterwards a little 
clumsy square house had been placed upon it, 
for the purpose of injuring the beauty of the 
other part of the building, with which this does 
not compare in the least degree* 
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LETTER r. 

\ow of Louis Thirteenth.— La Morgue.— Royal Procession. — 
Falais de Justice. — Sainte ChapelTe. — Place Dauphine. — In- 
stitute. — Cosmorama. — Saint Uermain V Auxerfoia. — Hotel 
des Affaires Etrangeres. — La Madelaine. 

Saturday, the fifteenth day of Aagust, be- 
ing a great festival in the Bourbon family, a pro- 
cession, including the King and royal family, 
was to walk to the church of Notre Dame, where 
religious ceremonies were to be performed, in 
consequence of a vow made by Louis Thirteenth, 
which his successors have always rigidly ob- 
served. We left our lodgings some hours pre- 
vious to the time fixed for the procession to move, 
for the purpose of visiting a number of churches 
and market places, which, however, had nothing 
in them particularly worthy o£* note. 

On arriving at the Pont Neuf, we found great 
numbers of people collecting to view the process 
sion, and as we advanced we found the crowd so 
great, that in some places, we with difficulty made, 
our way through them. The streets, through 
which the procession was to pass, were covered 
with gravel, and lined on each side with soldiers. 

As we were pursuing our way towards Notre 
Dame, from the Pon£ Neuf, we observed a small, 
low building, situated near the water's side; and 
our curiosity being awakened by seeing a large 
number of men and women continually passing 
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in and out^ we made bold, the door being open^ 
to step inside and see what was to be seen. Im- 
mediately upon entering, I noticed a sort of par- 
tition, stretching along the width of the building, 
and looking beyond it, I saw the body of a dead 
person, lying upon an inclined slab of marble, 
and wrapped in a sheet, the head alone being vis- 
ible, and that very much swollen and blackened. 
I almost instantly perceived, that I had entered 
unawares into that celebrated place, called La 
Morgue, whioh I would upon no account what- 
ever, have entered voluntarily, and from which I 
made as speedy an exit as possible. The ob- 
ject of this establishment is a very useful one, 
and peculiar altogether, I believe, to Paris. In 
the Morgue are deposited the bodies of all per- 
sons, drowned in the Seine, or who are found 
dead in any of the public streets. Here they are 
exposed for the space of three days, their clothes 
being hung oyer their heads, in order that their 
friends, if they have any, may be able to identify 
them. If no one, appears to claim them, before 
the expiration of that time, they are buried at the 
public expense. 

Not having applied in season for tickets of ad- 
mission into the church, we found it necessary to 
content ourselves with obtaining a good situation 
in a balcony, where we might have a near view 
of the procession. The street, in which we were, 
led up to the front of the church, and it soon be- 
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came thronged with people, and all the windows 
of the houses on each side were also completely 
filled. 

The scene strongly reminded me of the 17th 
of June, when our ^ Nation* s GuesV passed through 
the streets of Boston to Bunker Hill. And as, 
on that occasion, thousands of applauding voices 
hailed his approach, and every lip uttered with 
enthusiastic and heartfelt joy, the honored, the 
beloved name of Lafayette, so I had anticipated 
that the same general burst of acclamation would 
proclaim the pres^snce of a nation^a sovereign. 
But my expectations in this respect were entirely 
disappointed. The King and royal family pro« 
ceeded to the church in carriages, and aflter the 
ceremony walked from thence in procession. 
And these carriages all passed through the street, 
without our once suspecting that they were other 
than the carriages of the nobility, which had been 
constantly passing for an hour previous. Not 
even one solitary voice, amid the immense multi' 
tude, cried Vtvele Roi; but all were 48" still and 
silent as if deprived of the power of speech. The 
change in the ministry, which had very recently 
taken place, and which had been the constant 
tofttc of coQversat4<m since we had been in Paris-, 
was so universally unpopular, and the new min^* 
isters so mu«b h^ted by the great body of the 
Freach people, with scarcely any exeeptions j that 
scMue persons had.been fearful, lest acts of vio« 
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lence might be committed upon the occasion; but 
fortunately nothing of the kind occurred, and 
men were content to express their resentment 
towards the King, in the only way they could pub- 
licly express it without open violence, by a pro- 
found and disdainful silence. 

In a short time afler the King passed to the 
church, the procession moved from thence. First 
came mounted guards, followed by sixty young 
girls, and afler them sixty young boys. These 
were succeeded by two persons, each bearing an 
inamense crucifix, and a hundred priests dress- 
ed in black, with white surplices. Each priest 
carried a book in his hand, and many of them 
were reading as they passed. In the midst of 
them was borne, by six priests, a silver image of 
the Virgin and Child. The Archbishop of Paris 
then followed, with his attendants, all most beau- 
tifully and richly dressed. Then came the Dau- 
phin, and afler him the King, succeeded by the 
Dauphine and her maids of honor. The Duchess 
of Berri was not present, being absent from 
Paris. A body of troops closed the procession. 
They all, the troops of course es^cepted, walked 
with heads uncovered, and consequently I had a 
fair view of the royal family. 

The King is of common stature, quite thin, and 
though young looking for his age, ordinary in his 
appearance. His countenance is very much 
wanting in intelligence of expression, and there 
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is little in his air of courtly dignity or elegance. 
He was dressed very plainly, and looked around 
upon the people, as he passed, with a smile upon 
his countenance, which, however, met with no 
return of kind feeling on their part, as every face 
was marked with an expression of any thing but 
good will towards him. 

)The Dauphin is a much plainer man, even, 
than his father, and looks very nearly as old. 
His manner of walking, like that of the King, was 
awkward and ungraceful. He was also dressed 
very simply. 

The Dauphine is not less unprepossessing 
in her appearance. She is a very large woman, 
with extremely coarse features, and rather a 
masculine air and manner.^ Her eyes are large, 
and staring, and have that swollen appearance 
about the lids, which imparts an unpleasant ex- 
pression to the face. She has a great deal of 
color; but it is too deep a red to be handsome. 
In short, she is altogether a different looking 
woman, from what I had imagined the daughter 
of Marie Antoinette would be. Her dress was 
very rich, and her long train, sweeping the 
ground, gave her rather more the air of high 
rank, than her royal father and her husband could 
be said to exhibit. 

The procession, afler making a circuit through 
a number of streets, was to return again to the 
church. — So after they had passed the spot, at 
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which we had stationed oarselves, we made our 
waj through the crowd, to the entrance of the 
ohurch, and by good luck, obtained a stand behind 
the guard, and saw the King, when he returned, 
within the distance of a few feet from us; and we 
could also see the interior of the church at the 
same time. In the Place Notre Dame, upon 
which the church stands, was a long range of 
splendid carriages with their liveried coachmen 
end footmen; — and a company of the far-famed 
cuirassiers were stationed in front. These troops 
presented a most beautiful appearance. The 
whole of (he upper part of the bodj was encased 
with brilliant metal, with caps of the same, hand- 
somely ornamented with red trimmings. — Their 
horses were all noble looking animals, and almost 
eclif^sed in brightness the shining armors in which 
their riders were clad. 

At each side of the principal entrance to the 
church, was a line of soldiers. — Those on one ' 
side were the sappeurs, with long beards, fur 
caps of immense size, andxi kind of apron of white 
leather, covering nearly the whole of the front 
part of the body. Each of them held in his hand 
a large broad axe. A very amusing affiray occur- 
red between these soldiers, who were on the op- 
posite side from us, and a crowd of people, among 
whom were a great proportion of the Bofier sex, 
who, seeing our :advantageouB situation, wished 
to obtain a similar one; an intention, however, 
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which the aappeurs seemed determined ehouM 
not be put into execution. But in vain did they 
raise their axes in a menacing attitude, and push 
the advancing crowd, with all violence, from their 
place of shelter. — No sooner had one party been 
forced out, than another rushed in; and the «aj9- 
peurs were at last obliged to call to their aid two 
or three dragoons, who rode into the midst of the 
crowd, producing, as you may well suppose, the 
utmost panic; and shrieks of dismay were uttered 
by some of the poor women lind children, whose 
pale faces sufficiently indicated their affright. — 
Others, however, were not in the least daunted, 
and one woman in particular, whom I observed, 
held in one hand a little girl about seven or eight 
years old, and with the other pushed off the horse, 
who was urged onward by his rider, until the 
woman, finding she was likely to get crushed if 
she persisted in remaining in her situation, was 
obliged to retreat, to her great apparent mortifi- 
cation and discontent. 

The crowd were scarcely reduced to a proper 
state of quietness, when the procession again ap-^ 
preached and entered the church. Te Deum 
was then sung, when the sumptuous royal coach 
drew up, and the King and his family drove off, 
without a single cheer of loyalty. 

After the crowd had sufficiently dispersed, we 
made our way, without difficulty, to the Palais 
de Justice, or Court-house. The front of this 



large wad beaotiflil edifice, a part of wUch was 
aacientlj the residence of some of the French 
kings, presents at the centre a sort of covered 
gallery, supported bj colomns, to whi»h a flight 
ef stairs conducts from the court in front of the 
boilding. On each side of this central gallery is 
a wing. The gate of entrance into the court is 
of great size wad beauty. It is constructed of 
iron, and richly ornamented with gilding. As* 
cending the flight of stairs, we entered the build- 
ing, and passed through a number of galleries, 
which to my great surprise I found occupied bj 
little retail shops, of the most paltry description, 
which it is perfectly astonishing should be allowed 
to disgrace the interior of so beautiful an edifice 
as the Palais de Justice* 

A fine broad stair-case leads to the Salle des 
Pas Perdus, which is a most splendid hall, divided 
into two naves, by square pillars supporting 
arches. This hall, which conducts to the courts 
of justice and various other rooms, is used as a 
public promenade, for all classes of people. At 
one side is a very beautifiil monument, which was 
erected in the year 1822, to the memory of Ma- 
lesherbes. The principal objects are a statue of 
that disinterested and generous advocate of a 
fallen sovereign, with a figure emblematical of 
France on one side, and Fidelity on the other. 

La Sainte Chapelle du Palais, a handsome 
l^htc struGturlD; adjoins the right wing of the 
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Palais de Justice. It is no longer used as 9 
chapel ; but as a place of deposit for judicial ar^ 
chives, which are neatly arranged in cases 
placed around the walls of the church. The 
windows are situated at a great height from the 
floor and beautifully painted. In a partition, in 
one side of the church, there is a little secret 
door, leading to a small dark closet, in which 
Charles Tenth was secreted, for a time, during 
the revolution. 

In going from the Palais de Justice, we passed 
through the Place Dauphine, in which is a very 
handsome fountain, erected as a monument to 
the memory of Desaix. The name of that gallant 
general is inscribed upon it in gilt letters, en- 
closed within a garland of oak, while beneath are 
the following words, said to have been his dying 
message to Napoleon: — ^^ Allez dire au premier 
consul, que je meurs avec le regret de n' avoir 
pas assez fait pour vivre dans la posterite." 

During my rambles of the following day, I 
visited two very interesting spots, namely, the 
house in front of which Henry Fourth was assas^ 
sinated, and that in which Moliere was born. 
The former has in front a bust of Henry, 
with an inscription. The latter has also a 
bust of Moliere, with an inscription, and above 
the bust are these words: — **Au Grand Mo^ 
/tere.'^ The latter house is small and ordi- 
nary in its appearance^ and is no wise ia^ 
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terestiDg but as the birth place of the great 
dramatist. 

During the same week, (August 18th,) I for 
the first time examined the grand and beautiful 
edifice of the Institute, which, as I have pre* 
viously mentioned, is situated opposite the palace 
of the Louvre. In approaching the Institute from 
the quay of the Louvre, by the Pont des Arts, I 
was charmed with the magnificent prospect, which 
met my eyes. You have before you a very ex- 
tensive view, comprising a great number of the 
most splendid edifices, public and private, in 
Paris, with the beautiful Pont Neuf and statue of 
Henry Fourth full in sight ; and by far the best 
view which I have yet had of the Seine, with its 
regular line of fine quays on each side, and which 
show at this point to peculiarly good advantage. 
But not the least splendid of the edifices here ' 
viewed, is that of the Institute, which is composed 
of large piles of buildings surrounding a square 
court. The outer front, towards the Pont des 
Arts, is of a circular form, and at the centre is a 
portico sustained by corinthian pillars, and above 
it a dome. At each extremity of the building is 
a wing,extending far out upon the quay. The whole 
front is handsomely ornamented, and presents a 
Myle of architecture striking and majestic. Two 
fountains,each representing a lion,in cast iron,with 
ivater spouting from their mouths, are placed on 
^Ach Bide of' the portico^ between it and the wings. 
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From the Institute) we walked to the Bue VI* 
Tieme, to see the Cosmorama, which I had heai4 
much talked of, but which &r surpassed any 
idea I had formed of it. I entered a room per>> 
fecUy darkened, with round magnifying gUisaes 
placed in the wall on each side. Approaching 
Uie first, I looked through and beheld a most 
splendid represenlation of the pass of Thermo^ 
phjlse, with the three hundred Spartans on one 
side, and on the other the immense Persian army. 
For an instant I almost iauigiaed it reality, so 
perfect was the deceptioBv The next was a 
view of Moscow, including the Kremlin ; and 
the next to this the amphitheatre of Flavius, 
a truly magnificent ruin of immense size. 
Emerging from one side, was seen a Catholic 
procession, their crucifixes elevated, and all the 
figures of the most perfectly natural appearanoe. 
These three pictures occupied one side of the 
apartment. Corresponding to them, on the other 
side, were an interior view of the Vatican at 
R6me, a representation of the tower of Babel, 
and a pass in the Andes, through which guides 
are seen conducting a company of missiona- 
ries. All these pictures are beautiful, and 
appear the more briHiant f^om the darkness 
of the rooin into which you first enter. The 
light is admitted t^ thj^m from behind the wain»* 
eotting. 

The church of St. Germain!' Auxerrois^ whieh 
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I nidxt saw", contains sodqo fine monuments. That 
of M. Etienne d' Aligre, chancellor of France in 
the seventeenth century, consists of a tomb of 
black marble y upon which is a recumbent figure 
of the chancellor, holding in one hand the 
great seal of France, and in the other a book. 
Opposite to this monument is a similar one, to 
the memory of his son, of the isame name with 
himself, and who was also chancellor of France. 
A statue of him is represented upon the tomb, in 
a kneeling posture. Both these monuments are 
extremely beautiful, and the contrast, between 
the black marble, of which the tombs are com- 
posed, and the white marble figures, produces a 
striking and solemn efiect. 

The entrance into this church is very curiously 
ornamented. At each side of the door are three 
antique figures of the most singular appearance, 
and under their feet are different animals in a 
couching position. Around the arch, over the 
door, are bas-reliefs. It was the bell of St. 
Grermain 1' Auserrois, which sounded the signal 
for the massacre of St. Bartholomew. 

During -my wallTof this. day, I saw two most 
noble edifices begun by Napoleon, which were, 
the Hotel du Ministere des AfiTaires Etrangeres ; 
and the church of La Madelaine. The former is 
a truly magnificent building, of enormous extent, 
and had it been completed, would have been one 
<)f the most sumptuous edifices in Paris. And it 
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atill maf be so, as the intention ia to finish if. 
The church of La Madelaine, whieh was com- 
menced by Bonaparte as a Temple of Glory, is 
not yet completed ; but is sufficiently so to pre- 
sent a majestic and beautiful appearance, from 
whatever pcnnt it is viewed. It is adorned with 
a double row of very large stone columns, forming 
a double gallery, quite equal in splendor to that 
of the Bourse itself. 

When these elegant monuments of the glory 
of Napoleon meet the eye, one cannot but contrast 
Paris, as it now is, with what it would have beeo, 
had he reigned sufficiently long to have carried 
into execution all his plans, for the purpose of 
improving and beautifying it. To say that a coK 
umn, a street, or an edifice, of any kind, was 
built by Bonaparte, is to say that it is all, which 
the imagination can depict, of rich, sumptuous, 
beautiful ; and what would not have been the un^ 
rivalled beauty, of this even now superb metropo- 
lis, had Napoleon continued to reign to. the day 
of his death ? 
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Chupelle £xpiatoire.-x^battoir da RoiiJB.-^Arc dc V Etoile.-^ 
Champs Clysees. — ^Rue Royale. — Place Louis Qainze.— Ca- 
mera Ofoscura. — Hotel de Ville. — Place Royale. — Bastille.-- 
Galerie d' Angouleme. — Versailles. — Palace. — ^Gardeos.— * 
Grand Trianon. — Petit Trianon. — Fountains. 



A day or two afterwards, (Aagttst 20tli) we 
visited the ChapcUe Expiatoire, which is a most 
beautiful little ch«rch, erected upon the spot 
where Louis Sixteenth aad Marie Aaloinette 
were interred after their execution* An inscrip** 
tion in gilded letters over the door purports, that 
Louis Eighteenth reared this monument to the 
memory of those princes, whose mortal remains, 
after having reposed upon this spot for twenty* 
one years, were removed to the royal sepulghre 
of St. Denis after the restoration. 

Entering through this door, you advance by a 
gravelled walk to the portico, which is ascended 
by steps. On each side the walk are covered 
galleries, of nine arcades, each enclosed by gates 
of iron. Within these arcades are tombs, upon 
which are white marble medallions, and tablets 
with inscriptions. From the centre of the church 
rises a dome, the roof of which, in the inside, is 
ornamented with flowers in stucco irork, and the 
floor is composed of difibrent cokwed marblee. 
Around the chapel are fifteen niches, in which 
are handsome candelabras, aod on each side of it 
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is a pedestal, upon which are to be placed statuem 
of Louis and Marie Antoinette. Upon one of 
the pedestals is the last letter of Marie Antoinette 
to her son, and the will of Louis is inscribed upon 
the other. In a subterranean chapel is also a 
pedestal, which is to receive a statue of Madame 
Elizabeth. 

Every part of this splendid edifice is in fine 
taste, and though small, it is considered one of 
the handsomest buildings in the city; and certain- 
ly the associations, connected with the spot, render 
it one of the most interesting. On the outside, 
next the street, is a beautiful hedge of cypress 
trees. 

From the Chapelle I took a very long walk to 
the outer Boulevards, and visited the Abattoir du 
Roule, which is one-of the fine public slaughter- 
houses, that Bonaparte caused to be erected at 
the northern and southern extremities of the city; 
and at the same time, all those within the walls, 
which had long been a great public nuisance,were 
suppressed. These slaughter-houses are truly 
admirable establishments, and should serve as 
models for those of every other great city in the 
world. ,At the entrance of the Abattoir du 
Roule, is a handsome iron balustrade of great 
height and length, and within the railing, on each 
side, is a stone building, in which are the offices 
of the administration. Beyond these are piles of 
large stone buildings, which contain the slaugh- 
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ter^ttses; These are more ot less ia Bomber, 
in the difiereot Abattoirs, in pcoportioa to the 
sizes of each. Safficieat air is adsnitted into all 
to ^eep them cool, and thejr are eirtirelj ftee from 
may of that ofiensive odor, which renders places 
of the. kind so noxiotis and disagreeable. There 
are contained in these establishments places ap« 
propriated to the melting and cooling of tal* 
low, for drying the skins, and for keeping the 
undressed leather. There aye sheep-folds> star 
bles, reservoirs of water, and, in short, every coii«' 
venience which can be required, and every &cility 
for keeping the preeincts clean and in good order. 
Another of the grand enterprizes of Napoleon, 
not far from the Abattoir du Rooie, is the beauti- 
ful triumphal arch, called Arc de Triomphe de 
I'Etoile, from its being situated in an area denook- 
inated I'Etoile. This arch is still far from being 
finished, though it is in a state of progression. 
It is composed of blocks of lifla&*stone, and the 
grandeur of its dimensions is truly astonishing. 
Workmen were employed upon it for eight years, 
unceasingly, during the time of Bonaparte ;--*-after 
which the work was discontinued, and not again 
resumed until IQQS. The beauty of this arch is 
not more remarkable, than its deHghtfol situation. 
It stands in a circular area, commanding a most 
duirming view of the €ha»p&£lysees, the Plaee 
Qttinze, and the garden and palace of the Ta^ 
ries. 
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The Champ Elysees, in which great numbers 
of public fetes are held, at 'different seasons of 
the year, are situated in a line with the garden of 
the Tuileries, and consist of two deep and delight- 
ful groves of trees, intersected, in all directions, 
with gravelled walks. Between these two groves 
is a spacious street, with a double row of trees on 
each side, forming a side walk. This street is 
called the Avenue de Neuilly, and is entered 
between the two splendid pavilions of the Bar- 
riere de Neuilly. It is in an exact line with 
the grand walk of the Tuileries, and also 
with the Arc de I'Etoile. Consequently there 
is nothing to intercept the view between the 
arch and the central pavilion of the palace, — 
and seldom can the eye rest upon a more mag- 
nificent prospect, than is presented from either of 
these two points. 

The Place Louis Quinze is situated between 
the Champs Elysees and the Tuileries, which 
are at the east and west of it. On each side the 
Avenue de Neuilly and the grand walk of the 
garden, are situated, upon the square, four large 
pedestals, sustaining four prancing horses held 
down by grooms. At the south side of the square 
are seen the beautiful bridge Louis Seize, the 
Chamber of Deputies, and the long series of 
sumptuous buildings, which line the quays on that 
part of the Seine. On the north are two splendid 
edifices, each of them two hundred and eighty 
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feet in length, separated by the Hue Royale, 
which is ninety feet in width. Both these edifices 
are beautifully ornamented, and are of most ad« 
mirable construction. Between them are seen, 
from the square, the lofty columns of the church 
of La Madelaine. The centre of the Place Louis 
Quinze was formerly decorated with a bronze 
statue of Louis Fifteenth; but it was destroyed 
at the revolution. Another statue of that mon- 
arch was commenced in its place by Louis Eigh- 
teenth, which is not yet completed. Upon the 
very spot, that this unfinished monument now oc- 
cupies, was placed the guillotine, during the 
reign of terror. 

It is impossible for me to describe to you the 
sensations, which thronged upon ray heart, as I 
stood upon this celebrated spot, nor the chill, 
which crept over my frame, as I recollected the 
seas of innocent blood which had soaked the soil, 
and reflected upon those scenes of carnage and 
murder, the narration of which had so often inspir- 
ed me with the deepest horror, pity and in- 
dignation. Here the ill-fated Louis, the un- 
fortunate Marie Antoinette, the amiable, the 
lovely Elizabeth, expired in ignominy, amid 
the taunts and reproaches of a merciless rab- 
ble. Here too the blood-thirsty Robespierre 
and the terrible Danton paid the just penalty of 
their enormous crimes, even upon the same 
spot^ which they had so often reddened with 
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the bk>od of innoceiit and hc^riess Tictims. 
Deeply and eamestly did I* mediUifte upon these 
scenes, long since passed away, snd as I turned 
frooi the spot, it was with a sigh at the thought of 
the dreadful excesses^which human beings areca* 
pable of, when once a loose is given to lawless and 
violent passions. 

During a walk on the quays and across the 
Pont des Arts, I saw, among other things, a very 
fine Camera Obscura upon the Pont des Arts, 
called the world in miniature, which was made to 
revolve, so as to give a succession of different 
views around the bridge; such as the Louvre, 
the Institute, the Pont Neuf and Pont Louis 
Seize, the river, and the quays on each side, with 
the people and carriages passing upon them. It 
so happened that I also saw another on this same 
day, which was made and exhibited by a celebrat- 
ed optician, at a shop opposite the Pont Royal. 
This was even better than the other, though the 
views were not so fine; but the dilSerent figures, 
represented upon it, were more distinct and nat- 
ural. 

The next day I visited the Hotel do Ville. This 
is a large stone building, situated upon the Place 
de Greve, celebrated as the spot, upon which 
executions take place in Paris, and upon which, 
also, the guillotine was for a time erected during 
die revolution. Entering the Hotel de Ville hf 
die door fronting upon this square, you Mcend it 



Bight of steps to a court surrounded by porticos,^ 
«ad from theace to the various other apartments. 
The Grand Salle is a most elegant hall, the 
hangings of crimson velvet paper, ornamented 
with gilded JUwra de lis. The chairs and sofas 
are of crimson silk. At the two opposite extrem- 
ities of the hall, over the chimney pieces, are full 
length portraits of Louis Sixteenth and Louis 
Eighteenth; and at one side is a small equestrian 
statue of Henry Fourth, in bronze. The Salle 
d'Audience contains a bronze statue of Henry 
Fourth in his youth, and a fine picture of that 
monarch, receiving the keys of the city from the 
Mayor. The upper part of the church du St. 
Esprit, which was added to the Hotel de Villc to 
enlarge it, presents a beautiful hall, the ceiling 
painted in fresco, — representing the entrance of 
the Duke of Angouleme into Madrid, with other 
scenes of his victories in Spain. 

From the Place de Greve we repaired to the 
Place Royale, which is a fine square of four hun- 
dred and thirty-two feet, surrounded by buildings, 
the fronts of which form a series of pavilions; and 
upon the ground floor are public piazzas, extend- 
ing around the square. The buildings on one side 
were erected by one of the Henrys, as the court 
residence, and afterwards sold; the remainder of 
the grounds were also sold, upon the condition 
that pavilions should be erected to compare with 

those built by the King, which was done, and of 
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course the buildings are all of uniforpiappearane^^^ 
In the centre of the square is just completed an 
equestrian statue of Louis Thirteenth, enclosed 
within a railing of iron. The pedestal was yet 
unfinished, and the statue covered, in the mean 
time, with a white sheet, which concealed it from 
our view. 

Entering the Hue St. Antoine, we pursued ouf 
way to the Bastille, another of those spots ren-* 
dered forever memorable, by the great events of 
which it has been the theatre. In approaching 
the Place de la Bastille you observe a large 
building in the midst of H^ which contains the 
famous Elephant Fountain, or rather plaiater 
model of the colossal bronze elephant, intended 
by Napoleon to have ornamented the centre of 
the Place de la Bastille. The height of this huge 
animal was to have been more than seventy-two 
feet, including the tower, which he was to sup^ 
port, and each leg to measure six feet in diameter. 
A winding stair-case to the tower was intended 
to be placed in one of the legs, and the water was 
to issue from the trunk. The plaister model is 
of the above dimensions, except that there is no 
tower upon the back. It is truly a most wonder- 
ful and admirable production of art, and amply 
repaid a visit. Models of the bas-reliefs, twenty- 
four in number, which were to have ornamented 
the pedestal, ar^ contained in the same building 
with the elephants At a little distance from it, 
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la the centre of the square, is what was to have 
bteen the foundation of that mighty monuibent. It 
is a large circular construction of masdnry , plaeed 
upon an arch over the canal of St. Martin. Wind- 
ing fltair-casesy now overgrown with weeds, and 
half bdooked np with ruhbish, l^ad to the water be-^ 
low. Under th^ hil],up'6n which the Bastille stood, 
there is a tdnnel formed, through which we w&lk- 
^d upon the wide towing path on one side. I 
need not add, with whiit deep intercBt we viewed 
the site of that ei^lebr&ted ptison-house, and you 
may well ihiagrne the long train of reflections to 
which it gave rise. 

Previous to the fete of St. Louis on the 25th 
of August, it is usual to set in motion the large 
fountains, or grekt waters as they ate called, in 
the park of Versailles; and we embraced the oc- 
siOn for seeing the palace and gardens, n ' 

We left our lodgings early in the morning; hut 
findyig tliat the diligence did not start for Ver^ 
saill'es until eleven o'clock and we had two hours 
left upon our hands, we proceeded to the Louvre 
to examine the Galerie d'Angouleme. This is a 
succession of neat apartments, with a fine collec- 
tion of statues, the works of modern artists. — 
Some of them are really very beautiful, and 
scarcely any but have claims to merit in a great- 
er olr less degrto. 

Otfr two hours having passed off very pleas- 
9Xitiy iu tbo examiimtion of these statues, We re- 



76 FRANCE. 

turned to the place, from whence the diligence 
was to depart, and finding it in readiness, we took 
our places in the coupee and soon were on our 
way to Versailles. The diligence we found ex- 
tremel/ convenient and easy, with spring seats, 
and by keeping all the windows fast closed, we 
contrived to avoid the fljing clouds of dust, 
with which the atmosphere was completely filled. 
We crossed over the new bridge at Sevres, and 
in passing St. Cloud, had a good view of the obe- 
lisk in the park, and of the two fine pavilions, 
which make the entrance into the park from the 
village of Sevres. A very rapid and pleasant ride 
brought us at length to Versailles, which is ap* 
preached by a handsome avenue. 

We alighted at the Place d'Armes, situated in 
front of the palace. Entering the vestibule of 
the palace, we ascended a flight of steps at the 
right hand, and finding a party just commencing 
the round of the apartments, we joined them; and, 
guided by one of the attendants, of whom there 
are a number constantly at the palace to show 
visiters through it, and point out every thing that 
is to be seen, free of compensation, we proceeded 
first to the chapel, which is very splendid, and 
ornamented in various parts with paintings and 
bas-reliefs. The ceiling is vaulted and contains 
a number of windows, through which the light is 
admitted, as well as by windows at the sides of 
the chapel, above and below the galleries. The 
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floor is composed of variegated marbles. The 
royal pew in front of the altar is richlj adorned, 
and an organ, placed above the altar, is very 
handsome and beautifully ornamented. 

From the chapel we passed through a suit of 
rooms called the Queen's apartments, and after- 
wards into those of the King. I shall not attempt 
to describe minutely the endless number of su- 
perb apartments, each of which would require 
hours of examination, fully to appreciate its beau- 
ties. The ceilings of most of them are splendidly 
painted, and they are likewise adorned with pic- 
tures and other ornaments of great beauty and 
richness. In fact it is impossible to imagine any 
thing of the kind more magnificent, than every 
part of this once favored residence of kings and 
princes; and it only wants the rich furniture, with 
which it was formerly adorned, to complete its 
perfect elegance and splendor. 

The grand gallery, two hundred and twenty 
two feet in length, is enriched with beautiful paint- 
ings and statues, and opposite the seventeen 
large windows, opening upon the garden, are an 
«qual number of large mirrors, in form of arcades, 
which, of course, reflect all that part of the garden 
within range of the windows. Between the mir- 
rors and windows are marble pilasters, with 
gilt capitals and bases. The paintings upon 
the ceiling represent the most remarkable 

«venls in ike reign of Louis Fourteenth. 
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The chamber in which the monnrch ^ied, and 
the sleeping apartments of Lenis Fifleeoth an4 
Louis Sixteenth, ate also pointed out, which, al- 
though considerably ornamented, are quite plain 
compared with many other parts of the palace. 

The manner in which you are hurried through 
these apartments, with a large company, renders 
it entirely impossible to enjoy it as you would do, 
if quite alone and at your leisure. We however 
were quite fortunate in finding, at our return to 
the yestibule, a number of our American frien4^) 
with whom we again made the circuit of the 
rooms, thus having the opportunity of viewing 
them twice ; but even then we could see them but 
very imperfectly, as the guide hastens on from 
one to the other as fast as possible, in order that 
he may return to conduct another party. 

We now passed from the palace into the gar- 
den. And here the eye roves from side to side, 
in delighted and wondering admiration of the con- 
tinued variety of beautiful objects, with which 
this enchanting spot is adorned. Gushing foun- 
tains, whose silver waters stream high in air, and 
after sparkling for a moment in the sunbeams, fall 
again in brilliant shofwers^r sheets upon groups of 
polished marble, seem to surround you, wherever 
you turn your gaze ; with here a v^dant lawn, 
and theie a beautiful terrace or lovely sheet 
of water, bordered wilh marble ^vases, with wateiv- 
nynpki :aad naiads, while the mest delightful 
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groves, laid out in agreeable and diversified walks, 
invite you to 6eek shelter from the burning rays 
of the sun within their cool and delicious shades. 

After pursuing one of these charming walks 
and enjoying for a time the first view of the nu- 
merous delights of the garden, we repaired to the 
Grand Trianon, which is a beautiful building, one 
story in height, consisting of a central body and 
two wings, terminated by pavilions, and the whole 
handsomely decorated. It was built by Louis 
Fourteenth for Madame de Maintenon, and was 
afterwards the favorite retreat of Louis Fifteenth 
and Louis Sixteenth, and also of Napoleon. The 
difierent apartments, of which there are a great 
number, are ornamented with pictures, and some 
of them beautifully tapestried with crimson, blue, 
lilac or green, embroidered with gold or silver. 
and with chairs to match. The sleeping apart- 
ment of Marie Antoinette is still precisely in the 
same state in which she left it. The hangings 
and chairs are crimson damask and the bed cur- 
tains of white silk. The pleasure grounds be- 
longing to this palace ar^ extensive and agree- 
able. 

The Petit Trianon, not far from the other^ is 
much smaller, and in form of a pavilion. It wa^ 
built by Louis Fifteenth, and after his death was 
j>r.Qgented by Louis Sixteeath to his Queen. The 
.l^rounds are most^iiigularly, but delightfully, laid 
oiH^'ina great variety of ^oanery. At oae spot 
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you see a lofty rock, which has every ap« 
pearance of helonging naturally to the place, 
with water oozing from its crevices and empty- 
ing itself, by little rivulets, into a lake below. 
Then again you see groves of trees, ^ with seats 
beneath their shade,' and all varieties of hill, 
dale, and lawn, of perfectly natural appearance. 
And yet this is all artificial, and formed entirely 
under the eye and by the taste of the ^Queen. 

A little farther on you come to Swiss scenery, 
with a small hamlet in the midst, of most rural as- 
pect, and which was actually occupied, when first 
built, by Swiss peasants. At one side you see 
the marble dairy, in which Marie Antoinette used 
to act the part of the dairy-maid; and at the other 
the mill, where the illtistrious mtZ/er, Louis Eigh- 
teenth, performed his labors. Louis Sixteenth 
and the present King, then Count d' Artois, also 
took part in these certainly harmless pastimes, 
which it was the delight of Marie Antoinette to 
indulge in ; but which obtained for her afterwards 
many enemies, and were severely censured as 
unbecoming the dignity of a queen. 

Leaving this interesting little place, we return- 
ed again to the garden, and wandered about for 
two or three hours, in spite of some heavy show- 
ers of rain, which no one indeed seemed to re- 
gard, admiring the beautiful marble groups form- 
ing the various fountains ; the Orangerky with 
its great collection of orange-trees, so regularly 
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planted, into which you descend by long flights 
of steps ; and the almost countless succession of 
walks, absolutely overflowing with people, all as 
gay and happy as possible, and apparently forget- 
ful of every thing, but the pleasures and amuse- 
ments of the joyous scene. 

At length the hour for the playing of the grand 
waters approached, and all the world bent their 
steps thither. Surrounding a large basin of 
water, except on the side towards the garden, 
was a sloping bank of great height; and this soon 
became completely covered in every direction, so 
that nothing could be seen but an immense con- 
course of people, forming a vast amphitheatre, 
and all looking with the utmost eagerness towards 
the basin. Thousands of persons were assem- 
bled upon the occasion, and yet an almost dead 
silence seemed to prevail, so eager were they 
to catch the first signal for the playing of the 
waters. At last it was given, and suddenly the 
streams were thrown upward from numbers of 
spouts placed around and in the midst of the 
basin, while beyond, upon the elevation towards 
the palace, was a beautiful marble fountain, form- 
ing a part of the grand waters, from which a sin- 
gle graceful stream ascended to an extreme 
height, and fell over the group beneath. It was 
indeed a splendid sight, and the vast number of 
persons assembled to witness it, added to the in- 
terest and excitement of the scene. 
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The fountains continued to play for an hour, 
after which we hade adieu to the varied enchant- 
ments of Versailles, and in company with a very 
pleasant party of our own countrymen, chiefly . 
Bostonians, returned to Paris, which we did not 
reach until nearly ten o'clock in the evening. 



LETTER VII. 

CoMervatoire des Art«.-*Notre Dame.— Meeting of the Insti- 
tute. — Saint Etienne dii Mont.-— Saint Sulpice. — Val de 
Grace. 



The Conservatoire des Arts et Metiers, which 
we yisticd on the t>renty-fourth, is a vast col- 
lection of models of different kinds, contained 
in what was formerly the church and buildings 
of a monastery. 

In the centre of the church, in which are seen 
a number of machines and engines, is the plais- 
ter model of a bronze equestrian statue of Louis 
Fourteenth in armor, erected at Lyons. The 
head is bare and encircled with a wreath of laurel. 
From this room we passed into another, in which 
were models of the Palais de Justice, a church, 
and a building of gothic architecture, very neatly 
and delicately done, and also a finely executed 
and curious pasteboard model of an enormous pile, 
partly in ruins, denominated Mont Saint Michel. 



We aftenrards passed through a great variety of 
apartments or galleries, in some of which werd 
looms, carding machines, and things of that de- 
scription; and others were filled with ploughs, 
harrows, windmills, cider, wine and oil presses, 
steam engines, and so forth. In others again 
there were models of vessels and steam boats, 
together with models of brick an4 tile kilns, A 
pottery, lead works, and a great variety of differ- 
ent kinds of instruments. Many of the articles, 
exhibited in these various galleries, are very cu- 
rious and interesting. There is, besides, a private 
collection, and a school connected with the estab-' 
lishment, for the purposes of instruction in agri-' 
culture, mechanics, and other arts and trades, to 
which the different objects it contains are appro- 
priate. 

From the Conservatoire des Arts, we repaired 
to the church of Notre Dame, or the Cathedral, 
the same to which the procession walked on the 
15th of August. This church, which was only 
completed after nearly three centuries of unceas- 
ing labor, is said to be one of the most splendid 
monuments of gothic architecture in France. 
The front consists of two towers, two hundred 
and four feet in height and forty feet square. 
These arched doors or porches compose the en- 
trance, each of which is richly and beautifully 
ornamented. Above these doors are galleries, 
supported upon columns of the most' delicate cott- 
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struction. Over that in the centre is a circular 
window, and above the two others are arched en- 
trances into the towers, and these are again sur- 
mounted by galleries of the same delicate ap- 
pearance with those below, and above them rise 
the two summits of the towers, which, although 
of the same general aspect, are a little unequal 
in their height and size. At the top of that part 
of the roof over the choir, is a gilded iron cross, 
resting upon a ball, which together are thirty feet 
in height. From the top of the towers, and from, 
a gallery which extends around the roof, you have 
a beautiful view of Paris and its environs. The 
ascent is by a spiral stair-case of three hundred 
and eighty-nine steps. 

The interior of the church is as beautiful as its 
exterior promises. Its length within the walls is 
three hundred ninety feet, its breadth one hun- 
dred forty-four, without including the chapels, 
and its height one hundred and two. The arches 
of the roof are supported by two hundred twenty- 
eight columns, each of them composed of a single 
block. At the side of the church, over the aisles, 
are galleries, which are only used upon particular 
occasions j and then admittance into them is ob- 
tained by tickets. 

At the entrance of the choir, which is very 
magnificent, is a beautiful balustrade of polished 
iron and gilded brass. The floor of the choir is 
composed of marble, and in the centre is a gilt 



brass eagle seven feet in height and three and a 
half in breadth, which serves for a reading desk, 
the part composing the desk being in the form of 
a lyre, supported by three angels. The stalls of 
the canons are most elegantly carved, the sub- 
jects which they' represent being generally taken 
from the New Te^ament . A balustrade of mar- 
ble separates the sanctuary from the choir, and 
the pavement of the sanctuary is in mosaic work. 
Three steps of white marMe, spangled with stars 
of gold, lead to the high altar, and upon the steps 
are six gUt candlesticks more than four feet in 
height. Near the altar are two pedestals of 
white marble, supporting two fine statues, the 
one of Louis Thirteenth, the other of Louis 
Fourteenth,— both performing acts of devotion. 
The sanctuary also contains a beautiful white 
marble group, representing the Descent from the 
Cross. The Virgin is seen seated, her arms ex- 
tended and her eyes raised totvards heaven, sup^ 
porting upon her knees the head of her Son. A 
kneeling angel sustains one hand of the Savior, 
while another holds the crown of thorns. Behind 
is seen the cross, over which is hung a shroud. 
. In a chapel behind the choir is a very singular 
marble monument, to the memory of Henri 
Claude, Count d'Harcourt, erected by his widow. 
A tomb is represented, the lid of which is opened 
by an angel, and the body of the Count, in a rising 
attitude^ extends his arms to his wife, who is seen 

8 
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rvtfhiag towards bim. Deirtbi under '&e usmd 
f^m of ^ skeleton, atppeara above the 1001b ^wH^ 
iog to an bour gloss. Tbo efket of tbis oioaii^ 
ment is far from agreeable or Rasing lo tbe eye. 
The subject is not well cb^sea or in good taste. 

A iQODUQieDt lo tbe ineinorf of Cardinal da 
Belloi, Arcbbisbop of Paris, centfiaed in another 
chapel, is very i^ucb more splendid and b^autifuK 
It is also c<Mnpoaed of white marble, aad repre^ 
seats the venerable fig^r^s of the Ari^bisbop 
upon a sarcophagus, be0towi<9g sbps vpon an aged 
woman, who is supported by a yoaog girl. His 
lefl hand rests upon the open Bible. Near htm 
appears St Denis ]Uf)<>n a cloud, hoUii^ in bia 
hand a scroll, on which are inscribed thio names 
of the Cardinal's predecessors. 

Before leaving the church we apfrfied to the 
sacristan to sbeiv us the ireior. He apcordingly 
conducted us to a room, nppn t^e s/econd floor of 
the church, in ii^l^h were arranged ia cases a 
large coHecjtion of sacred vessels ^d ornaments 
of various kinds, of the richest gold and silver, 
beautifully wrought; a great aamdi^er of which 
were presented to the church by Bonaparte. 
There was also a brilliant gplden son, presented 
by Louis Eighteenth. Among tfie sacred irelies, 
likewise contained \n ^hese cases^ is a part of 
the Savior's crown of thorny 9^iL of tbe.true. cross, 
or rather what ^re alleged to be si|oh. 

The coronation robes of Ni^lepn and Jose« 



pMiie^ tk» robe» worn bjr the Pope oa that oeca- 
si0«^ aad ilie eofonalMiQv f ob0» of Ckarlea T^nth^ 
ane exIitUled- in. Uie sarae^ sfMrtiaeflis^ aad are 
kept in ktrj^ df avefit^ wbick are circaiary and 
iMtn gooidl iastnd o^ drawing ooti that the gold, 
and other ornaments upon the dreasesy nmj not 
be lAJirred hj l^eang handled. . These robea are 
idl v^y rieii and splendid} hut those of Napoleon 
and Josephine^ by far the most so» They were 
preseated Jiy Napoleon to the dunrc^ of Notre 
Dame. 

On Tuesday^ tbe Sdtb:, waathe anmial meeting 
of the Institate^ for the purpose of adjudging cer- 
tain prizes. The prisDO for the best poem, upon 
the KDvention of printings was actually adjudged 
and the poem read at the meeting. Various 
prizes of virtue were Ukewiae adjudged to poor 
persons; thai ia, prizes for peculiarly virtuous 
aetiottSy ameag th«t ciaas of people, which had 
eome to the knowiedge of the Institute, whhin 
the year. Priaes for dissertations were not ac^ 
corded, as none were offered of sufficient merit 
to entitle them to the reward. 

The hM, in which this meettag was held^ occu- 
pies the space beneath the dome of tbe Institute, 
and waa fermeriy a chur^. The chapels on 
three sides are now converted into galleries or 
Beats for spectatocs^ raiaed one above the other; 
and at each mde.of tbe centre of the hall are cir- 
isulv aeata for the merabera of the Institute, 
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The hadl was quite crowded upon tiiis oecamoil^ 
and I became excesaivelj fatigued before the ex^ 
ercises were concluded. The air was very ckwe 
and oppressive, and we were obliged to wait an 
hour or more after taking our seats, before the 
members entered the hall. 

When the report was read, it ^ras impossible 
for me to follow it, though I had a copy before 
me, from the continued laughing and talking of 
those around me; and in addition to this, M. An- 
drieux, who read the report, had a very disagree- 
able voice, which was rendered doubly so by a 
hoarse cold, which obliged him frequently to stop, 
and onee he made an apology to the audience, by 
saying that though his voice was never strong, it 
was now much less so than usual, from the severe 
cold, with which he was afflicted. After the re- 
port was read, there was an address by the cele- 
brated Cuvier, who sat during the time he was 
delivering it, a mode to me quite new and singu- 
lar. After the address the prize poem was read, 
by M. Lemercier, and with this the meeting 
closed. 

My ideas of the far famed politeness of the 
French were much changed, I will assure you, 
by this day's experience. I have already men- 
tioned that, while the report was reading, there 
was an incessant buzzing and laughing, which 
was still .continued while the address was pro* 
nounced, and at the reading of the poem; which 
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t caikoot think very good manners. And daring 
the hour before the oHnraencement of the exer- 
cises, there was such a pushing one way and the 
olher, such an entire want of accommodation to 
the convenience and leomfort of those around, 
and such a rudeness of manner among the gen- 
tlemen, as I have seldom met with; and which 
very much surprized me, in a country, where I 
had expected to find it entirely the reverse, from 
having so often heard, that even the lowest classes 
in France were remarkable for their politeness. 
I did not, however, regret having attended the 
meeting, uncomfortable as it was, it being the 
only opportunity I had of seeing Cuvier and the 
other members of the renowned French Academy. 
Most of them were venerable looking men, whose 
silver locks proclaimed advanced years ; but 
whose situation also bespoke the possession of 
high talent and deep learning. They were all 
dressed alike, in a costume of black embroidered 
with green, which they always wear upon pub- 
lic occasions. 

The next day I employed in visiting a great 
variety of objects, among which the churches 
of St. Etienne du Mont, St. Sulpice, Val de 
Grace, Glenevieve, and the house, in which lived 
Eloisa and Abelard, were more particularly in- 
teresting. The latter interests from association 
alone, as the house itself has nothing in its appear- 
ance to please the eye, and the court is exces- 

8* 
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sively dirty and offensive. Over the gate of the 
court are these words: ' Heloise, Abeillard, mo- 
deles preeteux des sinceres araantes, habiterent 
ces lieux I'an lltS.' Within the court, on one 
side of the house, is a double hed3 of Abelard 
and Cloisa, with their names beneath it. 

The church of St. Etienne, to which I have 
just alluded, has been the burial place of many 
eminent persons, among^ whom are Boileau and 
Pascal, whose monuments are contained in the 
chapel dedicated to the Virgin. They merely 
consist of plain, simple tablets. The church it- 
self is very lofty and handsome. The roof, how- 
ever, is supported upon pillars altogether too 
small for the size of the building. To conceal 
this defect, a gaHery has been constructed upon 
them, which has not, I think, produced the desir- 
ed effect, and which injures very much the ap- 
pearance of the church. The pulpit is handsome- 
ly carved and quite remarkable. It is supported 
by a colossal figure, representing Sampson, with 
his knee resting upon a lion. 

In the chapel of Genevieve is a curious an- 
cient tomb of that saint, said to have been con- 
structed in the sixth century It was surrounded, 
at the top, by a great quantity of small burning 
tapers, which were sold by an old woman, sta- 
tioned nearthe tomb, to those who wished to bum 
them upon thiis consecrated shrine, A number of 
persons purchased these tapers, while we were 
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in the church, and placed them upon the tomb. 

The painted glass windows of the different 
chapels in this church, and also those of a cov- 
ered gallery attached to it, are greatlj admired 
and very beautiful. 

The church of St. Sulpice possesses much that 
is interesting. The choir is of verj large dimen- 
sions, and separated from the nave by a bronze 
railing. The chief altar is of marble, ornament- 
ed with beautiful gilt bas-reliefs. In front is a 
tabernacle of gilded bronze, representing the ark 
of the covenant. 

Among the chapels which are particularly wor- 
thy of notice, are three painted in fresco, of much 
beauty. One is dedicated to St. Roch, another 
to St. Maurice, and the third to St. Vincent do 
Paule. In the first, St. I^och is seen in a hos- 
pital at Rome, praying for the healing of those 
persons infected with the plague, and opposite is 
represented a prison, in which the saint is seen 
stretched out on his bed of straw, h&ving just ex- 
pired. Above the altar is bis funeral procession, 
and upon the ceiling his ascent to heaven. In 
the next chapel are painted St. Maurice and other 
saints, his companions, refusing to sacrifice to 
false gods, and their massacre by the Roman 
army. Angels are represented upon the ceiling, 
bearing palms to the martyred saints. Over the 
altar is a statue of St. Maurice. The thivd 
chapel of this description, represents St. Yinceat 
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de Paule: addressing the * Dames de Charif e' 
in behalf of fottndtinga^ and the satne saint at- 
tending Lonis Thirteenth in his dying moments. 
Upon the ceiling is his apotheosis. 

In the chapel of St. John the Baptist, is a 
splendid monument to the memory of Languet de 
Gergy, a pastor of the church for a period oi 
thirty-five yeurs. It is. composed of a cenotaph 
upon which is his' statue in a koeeHog atti- 
tude, with the eyes raised towards heaven. 
On one side is an angel, who lifts a blach paii, 
and on the other a figure of death. The whole 
is surmounted by an obelisk Next is the chapel 
of the Virgin, in whidi -is a beautiful white 
marble statue of the Virgin and Child standing, 
surrounded by clouds, within a recess, into which 
the light is admitted from above. The efiect is 
very striking and peculiar. The altar of white 
marble is handsomely omamented. 

This church contains a number of good pi&' 
tures, and of these two were particularly inter- 
esting to me. The one, St; Fiacre, the son of 
Eugenius Fourth of Scotland, refiising the crown 
ofiered him by the Scotch after his father's 
death; the other, St. Charles Borromeo, during 
the siege of Milau, carrying away in his arms a 
child, whom he found alive with its dead parents. 

Near the nave of the church are two large 
sb^lls, for holy water, which are very curious^and 
remarkable, and were presented by the Repub-' 
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mense size, scalloped at the edges, and of a deli- 
cate yellow tinge on the inside. The pulpit is 
likewise quite curious, having no other support 
than the two flights of steps leading to it. At 
the entrance of the sacristy are two fine statues 
of St. Peter and St. John. 

The church of Val de Grace, though not very 
large, is among the most beautifbl in Paris. On 
each side the nave are three arches, above which- 
«re bas'^retiefs, with figures as large as life. 
Over the high altar is a rich canopy, supported 
by marble columns, with bronze capitals and 
bases, and each column ornamented with a bronze 
angel of the natural size. The dome, beaotifiiUy 
painted in fresco, represents heaven, and ooi^aias- 
more than two hundred colossal fi^gures. It is 
likewise ornamented with bas-reliefs of the four 
jElvangelists There is something strikingly 
grand in the whole appearance of this church, 
combined with great simplicity of architecture 
and decoration. It was fouaded by Anne of Au- 
atria, the mother of Louis Fourteenth, and the 
first stone was laid by this prince at the age of 
seven years. r 
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Sainto Genevieve. — Pillory. — Column of the Place Vendome. — . 
Palait de Pfilyaee Boarbon^^-Clismbei* of Depntieff. — Gal-' 
lery of the Luxembourg. — Chamber of Feera.-<-Gardea .of 
the Luxembourg. — School of Medicine. 

• 

Ths last church, which I shall mentioiiy ig the* 
ungniAeeDt oaa of St. Oeneviere, or the Pan- 
Itoon. The 'form of this a^endid edifice is that 
of ft Greek croaa. Its leo^glb, indadtag the por- 
tieo in frost, is tiiree hundred and fortj fi&et^ aikl 
ita breadth two faondredaad fiftj. The pdrtic^ 
i» emaaieiited with twenty-twa fluted eoluaiiis, 
iftjr-*eigkt foet in height and ftve and a half in 
dkuneter. A doane, more than aixty-two feet in 
dianatter, riaea firoaa the centre of the buildto|^y 
and is aurremidad by thirty-two cohimna ; above 
it is a cupola, auBBMmnted by a lantern, at the 
awamt ^ which are an imanmse ball and eres^ of 
breoxa gilt, aarrounded by a bahistrade of the 
aaaaa^ The csoaa ia fiMxteenfeet and a half in 
elflfvatiott, 

Theintattorof the ehmrch cerrespondain gran^ 
deur and beanty with ita noble exterior. It is di- 
vided into four naves, and the roof is supported by 
fluted columns. The floor is beautifully paved 
with marble and stone alternately. A railing of 
ateel and brass separates the choir from the chief 
nave. The painting of the platform of the dome 
is finely executed. The price paid for it was 



otte hundred tilOQsand ^rsiics, and ik% ortMt^ 
Gros, was m«ated a ^aroa by the present King 
after the first ▼kit he made to the ehnreh. AH 
the figvires Mre of cploBsal jize; Wt from the 
groat height of the dome ctboye the pavement of 
the churoh beneath, they appear from thenee of 
the proper proportions. Tho dome was at first 
supported by four columns, so small that several 
fraetiires wero -discovered in them when ^le 
church was nearly completed. The small eel- 
umns were then replaced by solid masses, ivhteh 
are ornamented with pilasters. 

Upon one of these masses is a beaati^l little 
piece of tapestry, representing St. Genevieve in 
the dress of a shepherdess, which is so delieately 
done as to appear precisely like a painting, except 
upon 'Very close examination. Opposite this is a 
very ioappropriate and singular ornament for a 
church, namely, a piece of tapestry worked by 
Marie Antoinette. It possesses no -particular 
beauty in itself, and is only valuable as having 
been done by her hand. This fact, however, 
scarcely entities it to so mueh veneration, as to 
render it deserving a place in a sacred edifice. 

Beneath the pavement of this church are a suh- 
terranean chapel, galleries, and sepulchral vaults. 
In each of the vaults, which are eAx la dumber, 
are si^ large tombs, where are deposited the re- 
mains of great pien who have been particularly 
illustrious for their talents, virtues, or military 
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achievements. MirabeaU| Voltaire, Roussemi^ 
were here interred, as well as many eminent 
pharapters in the time of Napoleon. It was with 
deep emotion, we ga^ed upon these monuments 
of departed genius; and this feeling was much 
increased hy the peculiarly solemn appearance of 
the. vaults, only rendered visible by the flickering 
rays of the candle, by which we were conducted 
through the dark and silent galleries, and by the 
uncertain light, which was thrown upon them 
from small loop-holes in the walls. 

Beneath the dome are two. galleries, one with- 
in another, in the form of a labyrinth, and in the 
centre is a circular area, from which the slightest 
sound is echoed in a manner more loud and dis- 
tinct, than any I ever before heard. Our guide 
spoke a few words in a very low tone, and each 
word was so clearly and distinctly repeated, that 
it was almost impossible to believe it other than 
a human voice. He then struck the skirt of his 
coat, quite lightly, with a small stick, and the re- 
port was like the roar of a cannon, or the heaviest 
thunder. He repeated this several times, after 
which we left these dark abodes of the dead, 
and, preceded by the guide, ascended to the lan- 
tern at the summit of the church. 

Around the top of the dome, on the outside of 
which are stair cases, is a raised gallery, from 
which you can plainly see the painting of the 
platform, and have, for the first time, a distinct 



sdba 'Of:4fae -huige mm t<^ ihe^iSgiiipas v^i^ 
compose it. It )is diviiled into four ;differ<nftt 
gisoiips^ and in <eaeh of :them isrsorne oetebrftted 
ininilvch (^ France, whose aooe«8ton to the 
throne, or iwhose reign^ has fermed 'an eva in 
Faeaeh itistopy. In one yousee 'Glovis «nibi»&- 
ing obristianity; in anotiher iChavlemagne 'oand 
his Queen ; in the third Bi, Louis ; and in the 
fbuTl^ Louis Eighteenthj^the Datchess of Angon* 
ieme andthe in^t Dnke of Bordeaux. All these 
^Lifferent .figures are spaying : honrage Ao St. ■ Gene- 
Tie^e, Vfho descends towards them tnpon 9. cloud. 
iUbove.are the ceiestial regions, in wliich are 
aeexi Leois -Sixteenth, Marie Antoinette, their 
son Louis Seventeenth Jand Madame Elizabeth. 
The' distance from the platform to the pavement 
Df : the church, upon which you look down from 
the gallery, is upwards of two hundred feet, 
which . shows the neeesalty of painting the figuxes 
of such magnitude as to make them appear at xill 
fldistinCt 1 when seen from below. 

vFrom ihis gadlery :we ascended io: another, 
-«dudi surrounds the^lanteniyiand^theBoe.mtotixe 
■laMUwfn.itself. The; view . from iboth is: the; same, 
ronly^that inithe:lattier y^iMi^lMive valher^more >the 
^foeltng' of 'secsrtty, than- when standi^ in the 
-^pen gallery, >;whei8 it appeafs^at the 49ligbAMt 
«wi«d * would blow yiMi fr^m^the^^tiZByhig height 
cBut'4>afe 'eaa teaiioely 4i«i« ^tkiie ibr the^ilridui- 
ilfiscii^^f }iAiar, - eivien 'WereHliore>iaetua^^lifig«ry 
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80 absorbing is tbe feeling of admiration at tii# 
magnificent prospect stretched out before yoo^ 
You have at jour feet the immense city, with its 
almost continual succession of gardens, whose 
green foliage presents a most pleasing variety, 
amid the world of buildings which surround them. 
The country in the distance is very beautiful, and 
seen from here to the greatest advantage. In 
fact, it is only from the summit of this church, 
that one can have a full idea of the wonderful size 
of Paris, and the most extensive view of its en- 
virons. From the tower of Notre Dame the view 
is indeed delightful; but not so vast as from the 
Pantheon, where you take in with one glance, 
as it were, almost the whole city. 

Here we remained for a long time, enjoying 
the boundless prospect around us, and then, aflor 
descending and taking a farther view of the inte- 
rior of the church, we directed our course to Rue 
d^Artois. 

Early the next morning we repaired to the 
Place Vendome, and ascended the column, by a 
spiral stair-case, scarce wide enough for two per- 
sons to pass each other without some difficulty. 
There is no light admitted for the whole distance 
to the top; but you are provided with a small 
lantern by the person who has charge of the col- 
umn; and who keeps one always in readiness in 
a little room, which is, in fact, the interior of the 
pedestal. The view from the column is very 
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pretty; but of course «ot nearly so extensive or 
'fine as from Notre Dame and the Pantheon, the 
elevation being very much less. 

From thence we visited the Palais de PElysee 
Bourbon, so called from its vicinity to the Champs 
Elysees. This palace was the residence of the 
Duke of Berri, to whom it was given by Louis 
Eighteenth. Since the assassination of the 
Duke, the apartments occupied by him and the 
Dutchess have remained untenanted, the Dutch- 
ess having since that time resided in the Tuile- 
ries, when at Paris These apartments are all 
most richly and elegantly decorated with beauti- 
ful silk hangings of various colors, with furniture 
to match. The time-pieces, of which there are 
a great number adorning the difierent rooms, are 
remarkably beautiful, and indeed every thing 
contained in the apartments is truly superb and 
in the best taste. 

Their most valuable ornament, however,- is a 
mimptuoue collection of Dutch and Flemish pic- 
tures, which attract the admiration of connois- 
seurs, and are considered the finest collection of 
the kind in Paris. They are all handsomely 
framed, and f^rm a really beautiful decoration to 
the rooms. But it is impossible to examine these 
pictures in the ordinary manner in which stran- 
gers visit the palace. You are hurried along 
from room to room, with only just time to take a 
eMTiory survey of each. This is to be sure suf* 
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^ieAt to giT« a geasrftl idea of tlLo lAofe; btil 
the pictiir«a are altogelber too fine to bo tk«9 
hastily passed over. Nevertheless, you are oUig* 
ed to be conteai with whai you can see, as it is 
impossible to exaame thera ' as you would. la 
one of the apartments is a miniature park of ar^ 
tillery, ^belonging to the young Duke of Bor* 
deauXy enclosed within a large glass case. The 
garden is large and handsomely laid out. I did 
not| however, eater it; but eould see it from the^ 
windows* 

We next proceeded to the Chamber of Depur 
ties in -the Palais Bourbon, which is beautifully 
siluated upon an eminence, with the Pont Louis 
Seize in front. The facade of this edifice is very 
grand and. imposing, and the fore-ground is orna- 
mented with statues. Those of Justice and Pm^ 
dence are of colossal size; but the black tinge, 
which the statues, as well as the building itseU^ 
have acquired by time, very much injures the 
effect. The Chamber of Deputies is in the £bf m 
of an amphitheatre, and the light is admitted from 
above. It was, when I saw it, in great diaoiw 
der, being in the act of undergoing thOTough 
repair, as the wood work was all found to be de^ 
caying. It is to be rebuilt of stone. The onta^- 
ments of this hall are not particularly numerous 
or remarkid>le. It contains, however, statues of 
Lyeurgus, Solon, Demosthenes, Brutus, Cata^ 
and Ciceri)^ and baftkof the President's chair are 
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md iSiglkteeath. 

Besides the Chamber ef Deputies, we passed 
Ihroqgh a series of halls^ embellished with> 
pictures, statues, aad other oraameats. la- 
the Salle de la Victoire is a large bust of the 
Duke of Berri, with his last words inscribed 
•upoa it. They were as follows: '^ J' avais espere 
veraer nioa sang pour la France.'' Opposite is a 
statue of Henry Fourth, with this inscription: 
^^ Le violent amour que je porte a mes sujets me 
fait tout trouver aise et honorable." The Salle 
de la Paix contains a good picture of the death of 
Socrates, and one of Hero and Leander. At one 
side of the room are two fine bronze groups of 
Laocoon, and of Arria anil Paetus. 

Part of the ensuing day (August 28th) was 
delightfully occupied, in visiting the beautiful 
palace and garden of the Luxembourg. The gal^ 
lery of pictures, to which we first directed our 
attention, is indeed magnificent^ The pictur-es 
me eoBtaiaed in a variety of difierent apartments, 
which are also ornamented with statues,, though 
few in number. Like the gallery of the Louvre^ 
the pictures, here contained, are too numerous to 
warrant a description of them. Although there 
are some ia the gallesy of little merit, still the 
greater part are eKtffeaiely beautiful, and we- emr 
ployed, many hoars ve«y delightfully in their 
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were manj, ia which were port rajed the difierenf 
members of the royal family. I a one of these, 
which had for its subject the death of the Duke 
of Berri, were portraits of the Dutchess and the 
young Mademoiselle d' Artois. The likenesses 
in these were generally good ; but the pictures 
otherwise not particularly superior. 

From the gallery we repaired to the Chamber 
of Peers, in the same edifice, which is also called 
Palais de la Chambre des Pairs. A most splen- 
did stair-case conducts to the Chamber and the 
apartments connected with it. On each side of 
the staif-case are beautiful statues and military 
trophies, and it is also adorned with eight recum- 
bent lions. The Salle des Seances, or Chamber 
of Peer s, is ornamented with statues, and contains 
a good bust of the King in white marble ; but the 
general aspect of the room is not remarkably 
handsome or striking. The other apartments 
are, however, very handsomely decorated, and 
among them is one in which the hangings, sofasj 
and chairs all represent different Roman scenes. 
This is a very beautiful apartment, more so than 
any of the others; 

The garden of the Luxembourg is a charming 
place, arranged with much taste, and afibrda a 
delightful: and retired promenade, to which great 
erowds of persons constantly resort The grounds 
are more spacious than those of the Tuileries; 
kttt Uie garden; aa a whole^ is not so beautifak, 
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It 18 ornamented, like the Tuileries, with flower 
beds, grass plats, orange trees, fountains and 
statues; but it is not so diversified or picturesque.. 
Had I not first visited the former, this would ap- 
pear to me the most agreeable place of the kind 
I had ever seen. It is indeed worthy of admira- 
tion, and some persons even give it the prefer- 
ence over the Tuileries. 

The School of Medicine, which I next saw, 
is a most beautiful building, situated upon a 
court, and ornamented in front with columns and 
bas-reliefs. The Cabinet of Anatomy, which it 
contains, is very extensive and remarkable, and 
much admired by those who have a taste for such 
things, of whom, however, I do not profess to 
be one. ilt is a subject, in which I could never 
feel particular interest; still I -could not but ap- 
preciate the value of such a collection, in show- 
ing the difierent diseases, to which the human 
frame is subjected, and in imparting a store of 
useful information, in a branch of knowledge 
80 highly important, and so essential to the hap- 
piness and comfort of the whole human species : 
for who is there among us, who has not known 
the hour of sickness and disease, or that has not 
looked with affectionate gratitude upon the skilr 
ful hand, that has been instrumental in restoring 
tts to heakb and to the enjoyment of life? 
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Abbare of St. DenU. — Hotel des Inyalides. — Jardin det 
Plbtei. 



Wb approprii^d a plaasant day- (August 30th) 
to the business of visiting the church of St. Denis, 
situated in the village of that name, two leagues 
from Parts. 

This celebrated diurch, for many oentories 
the burjing-place of the monarcha of France, is 
most majestic and noble in its architecture, and 
abounds with objects of the deepest interest. On 
the left hand of the door, at entering, you see a 
curious tomb of King Dagobert, in form of a 
gothic portico, and ornamented with a series of 
bas-reliefs, one above the other, of the most Eon- 
gular designs. Oppositeris a similar one of Nan? 
thildis, his Queen. Advancing still to the left, 
you come to two splendid marble monuments of 
Louis Twelfth and Anne of Brittany^^ and of 
Henry Second and Catherine de MediciSk. They 
occupy two chapels adjoining each other, the 
ceilings of which, are blue, spangled with gilded 
ftewra de Usy andi (he window» of blue stained 
glass. These monuments are similar int their 
form, which ia that of a. temple. Oon each 
side of that of Louil^ and Anne are four archr 
es, and at the ends two. Within each arch 
is a small figure. At the top are statues of the 
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two sovereigns kneeling with daspcd hands^ 
whHe beneath they are seen sleeping in death 
aide by side. The figures of Henry and Gathe- 
rine, in the adjoining chapel, are in precisely 
the same attitude with these, and the mono*' 
mtents diffisr very little from each c^er. On the 
opposite side is another beautiful tonib, also a 
temple in form, to the memory of Fraikcis First 
and Claude, his Queen. They are seen kneeliflg 
on the top, with their three children.. 

But sumptuous as are these monuments, they 
are far exceeded in richness and elegance by that 
of William First at Deift, and the latter has also 
the advantage of being placed in a situation 
much better adapted to display all its beauty. 
'The chapels at St. Denis, that contain the 
monuments which I have mentioned, are in them- 
eelves very beautiful ; but their obscurity renders 
it quite impossible to distinguish all the ornaments 
upon the tombs, unless^ you are within the rail-^ 
ing ; while at Delft you may see every part of 
the monument, with perfect ease, even at a con- 
siderable distance from it. 

Passing from the .tomb of Francis and Claude, 
you enter by a small door into a space between 
the choir and nave, where stand the bier and 
pall of Louis Eighteenth, which are so placed as 
to be a conspicuous object, in almost eyery part 
of the church It is composed of a kind of awn^ 
ing of black velvet, benea^ which is the repre- 
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sentation of a coffin covered with a rich black 
velvet pall. This is always placed here after the 
death of a king, and remains until the death of 
his successor, consequently it is permanently 
fixed. Just opposite is an altar for saying mass 
lo the deceased monarch. This altar is very 
beautifully constructed of white marble, with 
gilding and inlaid work of much richness. The 
high altar, which was erected for the marriage of 
Bonaparte with Maria Louisa, and presented by 
him to this church, is also extremely rich. The 
marble of which it is composed, and the bronze 
ornaments which decorate it, are very beautiful. 
But not the least interesting part of this an« 
cient church, are the subterranean chancels and 
vaults, containing a great number of monuments 
of the French kings from very remote ages. In 
the first vault is the tomb of Clovis, the first 
christian monarch, and after that follow a long 
succession of cells or recesses, with one or more 
monuments in each, all of the same construction. 
They are generally plain black marble ceno- 
taphs, upon which are stretched out at length 
white marble statues, their, heads clasped upon 
their breasts, and their feet resting upon a lion, 
dog, or some other animal. Although these 
tombs are without ornament of any kind, and pos- 
sess little or no beauty of appearance, yet the ef- 
fect is peculiarly striking and impressive. The 
royal vault^ which was intended by Bonaparte as 
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the burial-place of himself and family, now con* 
tains^ among others, the remains of Louis Six*- 
ieentb, Marie Antoinette, Louis Eighteenth, and 
the Duke of Berri. The vault is closed up by 
slabs of black marble. 

In a chapel, enclosed bj an iron railing, is 
seen the coffin of the Prince of Conde. For 
what reason it is thus exposed, I could not learn. 
A lamp is kept continually burning in the vault, 
which increases the air of solemnity, which reigns 
around this abode of the royal dead. The whole 
scene is replete with interest, and cannot be 
viewed without emotion. The examination of 
the different parts of the church occupied us for 
two or three hours, when we again returned to 
Paris. 

On the following day, I was charmed by a visit 
to the Hotel des Invalides. This splendid estab- 
lishment is appropriated as an asylum for inva- 
lid soldiers, who, afler having fought the battles 
of their country, and become crippled or other- 
wise disabled in her service, are here provided 
with every comfort, which their situation can re- 
quire, and pass their old age free from labor 
and care, in one of the most superb edifices their 
country affords. It is approached by a fine es- 
planade of great extent, shaded with trees. En- 
tering the outer gate you pass to the vestibule, 
which conducts to a spacious court, surrounded 
i)|r buildings of , the utmost grandeur and beauty. 
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£Ach nunge is ornamented with areodeiS^ibraiiiig 
<galleries<; and each of the outside fronts, as-well 
tts the dome, is decorated with militaiy trophies 
•and other emhiems, in reference to the object of 
the institution. Statues, columns, and pilc»ten 
^are ^not wanting to complete the beauty of the 
building. The lantern at the top of the dome is 
surmounted by a gilt spire and cross. ^ 

We first entered the refectories or 4»sftiajg 
rocMBs, which were occupied with round tables, 
neatly spread, with twelre pewter plates to each. 
These are, of course, for the soldiers, astheofii- 
cersa.re served in a better style, and the apper 
ofiieers may take their repasts in their own rooms. 
-Eaoh refectory is ornamented with a suceesmon 
of pictures, in fresco, all relating to the balilcs of 
•Louis Fourteenth. The Council Chamber, and 
-two- rooms adjoining it, contatn the portraltsof 
the deceased marshals of France. The porlnut 
•of each mari^l is retained in the Salle Ats 
Mmrechwaxi m the Tuileries, until the period of hfts 
idekth, when it is removed to the : Hotel des kmra- 
4ides. The library, which contains about twcdily- 
tiiousand volumes, wtas founded by -Bonaparte. 
(Efae steeping chambers and infinnaries I did.>iiot 
enter;: but they araail upoo-a veryeztensiveipUm, 
anid no pexns^are' spared to^fender ihem. weilisiMd 
4M^' 0»mfottabte. 

^'*IVie'iHro churches, belonging to 
odeDf ' wUcbji8i0il«Ltad4Mae&th 4fae4iotiie; 
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contiguous, and only separated by a high altar of 
exquisite beauty, with a front to each church. 
These altars are of white marble, with beautiful 
gilt bas-reliefs and other ornaments, and placed 
within six gilt columns, three to each side, in 
form of a triang'Ie. These columns are orna- 
mented with beautiful spiral wreaths, and at the 
top are six angels, eight feet in height, four of 
them upholding the drapery of an elegant canopy,- 
and the other two bearing xensers in their hands. 
Above the canopy are two cherubims, supporting 
a globe, with a cross upon the summit. The pul- 
pit of the first church, or Eglise Ancienne, as it 
is called, is likewise a brilliant object. It is com- 
posed of white marble, covered with stars of gold. 
Around the upper part is a gilt band of bas-reliefs. 
The sounding board is in the form of a canopy, 
supported by four marble pillars, with gilded capi- 
tals and bases, and above it a gilt crown. 

But the beauty of this church is almost entirely, 
eclipsed by the splendor of the dome, which is 
truly admirable. At each side are circular chap- 
els, entered by large open arches, above which 
are bas-reliefs, and columns placed on each side 
uphold a gallery, with a gilt balustrade. Each 
chapel is ornamented with paintings, representing 
different incidents in the lives of the saints, to 
whom they are respectively dedicated, and also . 
with medallions and gilded bas-reliefs. 

In the chapels of the Virgin and of St. Theresa 

10 
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are two fine monuments to the memory of Mar^ 
shals Vauban and Turenne. The former is an 
obelisk of blue stucco. An urn of white marble, 
placed upon the summit of a column, contains 
the heart of Vauban; and a tablet of black 
marble is inscribed with only the single word 
'Vauban.' The monument of Turenne repre- 
sents him expiring, supported by the figure of 
Immortality, who crowns him with a laurel 
wreath. It is -surmounted by an obelisk, and the 
basement below, as in the other, bears for in- 
scription the simple name * Turenne.* 

It is impossible to describe the elegant appear- 
ance of this church, when standing in the centre 
of the dome. The pavement is of different color- 
ed marbles, beautifully inlaid in various forms. 
Before you is the splendid altar, already alluded 
to, and in the two chapels, at the right and left, 
are seen the noble monuments of Vauban and 
Turenne, while the entire platform of the dome 
is richly painted and gilded. The most strilcing 
figures are those of the four Evangelists, finely 
executed, and placed at four opposite sides of the 
dome, which is likewise embellished with medal- 
lions in has relief, re|»resenting twelve kings of 
France. 

Such is a brief and very inadequate description 
of this sumptuous establishment, which deserves 
to be ranked among the noblest institutions of 
France, and I may say of the world. 
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On the 31st we repaired to the Jardin des 
Plantcs, in spite of the threatening indications of 
rain, which had molested us more or less every 
day since we had been in Paris. 

It requires a far abler pen than miife to do Jus- 
tice to this truly won<lerful establishment, which, 
while it forms the most charming resort, and af- 
fords the highest gratification and amusement, to 
all ages and ranks, is at the same time a source, 
from whence flow the most abundant streams of 
information and useful knowledge, in the highest 
branches of science. Its cabinets, lectures, and 
other advantages are freely open, for the benefit 
and enjoyment of all 

The garden is of vast extent, and contains all 
the most rare and beautiful plants, shrubs, and 
trees of every description, which are found in the 
world. These are arranged in a manner the most 
delightful and commodious. The trees from va- 
rious countries border the avenues, and are form- 
ed into thickets and hedges In diflerent parts of 
the garden. The orangery, the green houses, 
the beautiful groves of forest trees, all are ad- 
mirably arranged, while the almost endless num- 
ber of paths, which intersect and cross each other 
at every turn, form a complete labyrinth, as in- 
deed one part of the garden is called, in which 
persons may wander for hours, without finding the 
object of which they are in search, unless thorough- 
ly acquaintod with the intricacies of the place. 
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But it is impossible to enter any of these pat&sp^ 
without being attracted by something so beautiful 
or so curious, that it cannot be passed by with 
indifference, and thus the hours glide rapidly 
away, while you are not in the least sensible of 
their flight. Here you find a pretty cttfcy at 
which you may refresh yourself after the fatigues 
of a long walk ; and there you see an elegant pa- 
vilion on the summit of an eminence, from which 
a beautiful view is enjoyed. Descending, by a 
steep declivity, from the pavilion, you come to 
the famous cedar of Lebanon, which spreads its 
enormous branches most majestically on all sides 
of the huge trunk. Now you find yourself in the 
midst of a number of enclosures, in which are 
contained varieties of sheep, goats, deer, and 
otiier tame animals of rare species, from various 
countries, which roam about at pleasure, and 
are kept in a manner the best suited to preserve 
their health and life, and resembling as nearly as 
possible the manner in which they exist in their 
native climates. To each park there is a little 
building, into which the animals may retire in un- 
pleasant weather and during the night. Again 
another path conducts you to the menagerie of 
wild beasts, a second to the aviary, a third to the 
building called the rotunda, with its enclosures 
for other wild animals; and, in short, there scarce 
seems any end to the extent and variety of the 
place, and the objects of curiosity and interest^ 
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wliich it contains. But unfortunately the weather 
ivas so inauspicious^ that all the animals kept 
themselves closely housed; and the rain soon 
commencing to fall in torrents^ I was obliged to 
postpone to another and more favorable time, the 
pleasure of exploring the garden, and therefore 
repaired to the cabinet of natural history, 
which, with the library and other buildings, is 
connected with the establishment. Probably the 
world does not contaia a collection so rich, so 
extensive and splendid, as is found in this cabinet. 
The eye gazes with astonishment and admiration 
upon the vast number of birds, animals^ fishes, 
reptiles, — the beautiful minerals, precious stones 
€md fossils, -^with which the long succession of 
galleries are filled. 

Passing through those containing the fishes 
and insects, I entered into those for animals. 
Here I for a moment imagined myself in a men- 
agerie of wild b|asts, so perfect was their preser- 
vation. The lion, tiger, panther, wolf,, bear, hy- 
sena, and other animals of the same savage na- 
ture, stood in frightful array before me, enclosed 
in large glass cases, and their fiery 6yes seemed 
actually to flash with rage, and to express all the 
ferocity of the living animal. Then there were 
ourang-outangs, kangaroos, elephants, dromeda- 
ries, camels, the lama and the giraffe; the ante- 
lope, the zebra, great varieties of diBer and goats, 
collections of monkeys, squirrels and domestic 

10* 
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cats^ of which latter one was in the act of devour-* 
ing a yellow bird, which she held in her claws; 
and so perfectly natural were the attitude and ap- 
pearance of this cat, that any one might easily 
imagine her actually living. Those animals, 
which I have mentioned, compose but a very 
small part of the whole collection; and that of 
the birds is equally extensive, and more splendid 
from the beauty and brillianey of their plumage. 
The number of birds, whiph the collection con- 
tains, is said to be more than six thousand, all 
of them wonderfully well preserved, with but 
yery fejir exceptions. There is no bird, which I 
ever heard described, that may not be found here, 
from the little delicate humming bird to the king- 
ly eagle. 

We next passed into the gallery of minerals 
and precious stones, which, in their turn, demand 
the highest admiration. There were the largest 
and finest specimens of rock chrystal, which 
I have ever seen, — a great number of beau- 
tiful spars and chrystalized minerals of various 
kinds, and almost every variety of precious stone, 
the diamond, the emerald, the sapphire, the ruby, 
the topaz of different colors, and cups of chrys- 
tal, amethyst, and jasper, with valuable specimens^ 
of gold, silver, lead, tin, and other metals. These 
were all beautifully arrayed in cases with glass 
doors. There were likewise specimens of Span- 
ish marbks, placed in compartments^ and forming 
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the top of a table, which I particularly admired. 

We next viewed the large collection of fossil 
remains of birds and animals of various known 
species, and the much more curious and interest- 
ing collection of the fossil remains of animals, 
whose species are no longer known to exist. 
These have been carefully arranged by M. Cu- 
vier, and form the subject of a celebrated trea- 
tise. 

The cabinet of comparative anatomy, consid- 
ered the richest in existence, I did not see, it 
not being the day, upon which it is open to the 
public. 

It is not possible that too high encomiums can 
be bestowed upon this most admirable establish- 
ment ; but it is only by seeing it with your own 
eyes, that you can have a true sense of its beauty 
and value. 



LETTER X. 



Model of Saint Petersburg.— French Opera.— Pere la Chaise.— 
Funeral.— Amaranth Wreaths. 



The following morning we visited a collection 
of plaister models, contained in a part of the Lou- 
vre where they are made. These consist of 
models of all the most celebrated statues and 
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Other sculptures, and are well worth heing seen. 
Some of them are extremely well done, and par- 
ticularly that of the beautiful Venetian horses, 
which formerly crowned the Arc du Carrousel. 

From the Louvre we walked to the Place de 
la Bourse, to see the plan of St. Petersburg, 
which I had heard much talked of. We entered 
quite a large room, completely occupied by a 
table, with only space sufficient between it and 
the wall to allow persons to pass around it. Upon 
this table was arranged the miniature representa- 
tion of St. Petersburg, which those who have 
seen the city pronounce to be very exact. The 
houses, churches, and indeed all the buildings, 
were made of colored pasteboard, and all the 
rivers, canals, squares, trees, and streets are ex- 
actly delineated. Each of them is numbered, 
and the proprietor gives you a list of the whole , 
so that you can know the names, by looking at 
the numbers on the plan and comparing them 
with those upon the list. It is a very ingenious 
and curious invention, and gives you a most ex- 
alted idea of the extreme size and splendor of 
the real city, when you see that the little minia- 
ture copy covers so much space, and contains so 
many buildings, which, small as they are, strike 
you at once as very beautiful in their architec- 
ture and situation. 

On the evening of the same day I attended the 
French Oper», or, ad it is caUed> Academie Rey- 
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ale de Musique. The piece performed was La 
Muette de Portici, and never was I so perfectly 
charmed with any theatrical representation what- 
ever, if I except Macready's Hamlet. The mu- 
sic was, to my ear, very jfine, and the scenery 
splendid beyond description. 

The subject of the piece is the insurrection of 
Massaniello, the fisherman ; and during the 
whole opera you have different views of Naples 
or its magnificent bay constantly before you. 
The stage was generally filled with actors, oAen 
from one to two hundred being upon it at once. 
In one scene the marriage of the king of Naples 
takes place within a church, and around the door 
is collected a crowd of people, who, at the close 
of the ceremony, kneel down and join in a hymn, 
in the sweetest and simplest strains imaginable. 
In another scene a troop of young girls enter,, 
most beautifully dressed, and eight of them dance 
before the princess. This dance was a modifica- 
tion of the Spanish bolero, accompanied with cas- 
tanets. All the movements of the dancers were 
exceedingly graceful, and in perfect harmony 
with the music. Other dances in the French 
style were also performed; but these, though 
much more difficult, pleased me far less than the 
bolero. There is so much efiTort, such an unnat- 
ural twisting of the limbs in the French dances, 
performed upon the stage, that I cannot relish 
ibem at all. 
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Again another scene represents a meeting of 
the fishermen with tlieir families, upon a heauti- 
ful morning, on their return from a cruise in 
their little boats, which you see moored in the 
bay. Afterwards, before departing upon a sec- 
ond voyage they sing a charming little song, 
called the chorus of the fishermen, which you 
have probably heard in America. A very lively, 
pretty air also accompanies a market scene, 
which is one of the best in the piece. All the 
market people are seen entering with pan- 
niers and baskets of fruits and vegetables, and 
these they place upon the stage, seating them- 
selves around to await their customers. — 
Beyond are the carriages of the nobles and 
grandees, rolling proudly along the street. At 
length the insurrection breaks forth, a battle 
ensues, and the people are .victorious. Massa- 
niello is brought in, mounted upon a horse, su- 
perbly clad, and borne around the stage, followed 
by a concourse of the populace, who proclaim his 
triumph with loud cries. 

Then follows his death, inflicted by his envious 
companions, and the play closes with a magnifi- 
cent eruption of Mount Vesuvius. Immense 
showers of stones are thrown high into the air, 
buildings are seen falling, and streams of lava de- 
scend from every part of the mountain. At the 
same instant the mute girl, a sister of Massaniel- 
lo, and who plays an important part in the piece. 
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rushes forward, throws herself into the midst of 
the burning lava, — and the curtain falls. 

No description, however accurate, can impart 
a just idea of this splendid opera, which, as it 
was the first I ever saw, perfectly enchanted me 
from the beginning to the end. The music was 
composed by Aul)ert,and parts of it are very much 
admired by the greatest musical amateurs. 

On Friday, the fourth day of September, the 
day being very fine, and almost the first clear day 
we have seen for two months past, we visited the 
cemetery of Pere la Chaise, situated without the 
barricre d'Aulnay. This beautiful burial-place, 
which derives its appellation from a Jesuit named 
Pere la Chaise, formerly proprietor of the 
land, is one of the most interesting spots I have 
ever seen. The number of acres, that it con- 
tains, are computed to be from eighty to a hutt-> 
dred, and these grounds, agreeably varied with 
hill and dale, present an almost infinite number 
of tombs of all descriptions and forms, from the 
humble grave stone, that marks the resting place 
of the lowly bom, to the sumptuous and elegant 
mausoleums of wealth, genius, and greatness. 
Each grave is placed within a little enclosure, 
planted with roses and other flowering shrubs, 
and upon all the grave stones are suspended 
wreaths of amaranth flowers, which are yearly 
brought by the friends of the deceased, and hung 
upon the tombs, as emblems of their undying 
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affection for those thej have loved and lo»t«' 
The mournful cjpress and the weeping wil- 
low are seen in every part of the cemetery, and 
with the various shruhs, flowers, and garlands^ 
and the delicate whiteness of the marble monu- 
ments, present a scene at once beautiful, solemn, 
and affecting. 

We first passed tojthe tomb of Abeillard and 
Heloise, which actually contains their united 
ashes. The form of the tomb is that of a gothic 
chapel, surrounded with columns, supporting 
arches, and within is seen a sarcophagus, adorn- 
ed with bas-reliefs, upon which recline full length 
statues of the two lovers. The chapel is also 
ornamented with appropriate bas-reliefs. 

Leaving this interesting spot, I wandered about 
for a long time in different directions, deeply af- 
fected by the simple and beautiful lines, which 
composed the epitaphs of a great number of the 
tombs, and which parental, filial, or conjugal af- 
fection had engraven thereon. Often was my 
eye attracted by the snow white wreath, always 
the emblem of maiden innocence and loveliness, 
while the inscription beneath set forth the grief 
and anguish of doting parents, at seeing thus cut 
off,in the morning of life and in all the bloom of 
youth, the hope and solace of their days. Again 
A plain white marble column, sometimes accom- 
panied with a marble bust and gilded inscription, 
denoted, that those who reposed beneath had died 



in early boyhood; and the perfect simplicity and 
ttnadorned beauty of these little columns^ struck 
me even more than the rich decorations of many 
of the large and costly monuments. 

Ascending to the most elevated part of the 
cemetery, we came to the chapel, which is a 
small building, surmounted by a marble cross. 
The interior is perfectly plain, and a window in 
the centre of the roof admits the light. At one 
eide was a kind of altar, at which many persons 
were burning small wax tapers to their deceased 
friends. 

In front of the chapel is a piece of level ground, 
"where you have a most beautiful view of Paris 
and the villages in its vicinity; and turning from 
the abodes of the living, you see at your feet the 
last sad resting place of thousands of human be- 
ings, who, within tlie narrow coniines of the 
grave, sleep unconscious, as the cold and sense- 
less marble that covers them, of the joys or sor- 
rows, the hopes, fears or passions, that agitate 
the breasts of even the nearest and dearest they 
have lefl behind. 

Upon the same eminence with the chapel are 
a vast number of very splendid monuments, gen- 
erally of marble; but some of them entirely of 
iron painted black. Many illustrious names, 
which the voice of fame has sounded in far distant 
countries, demanding for them the respect and 

«dmiratioii-~of the woiid, are here inscribed ; 
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together with those of female worth, which, un^ 
seen by the world and unknown to fame, has made 
the joy and happiness of the domestic circle, and 
received the love and yeneration of all within the 
sphere of its influence. 

The graves of Moliere and La Fontaine are 
situated side by side; but no conspicuous or loAy 
monuments mark the spot. 

But it is not to the French alone, that the 
cemetery of Pere la Chaise is appropriated. 
Persons from almost every civilized nation are 
here interred; and not a few from my own coun-- 
try claimed the tribute of a sigh, as I read their 
names, familiar to my ear, upon the plain white 
marble stones that marked their graves. 

One English monument particularly attracted 
attention, not from any remarkable beauty in the 
tomb itself, but that the inscriptions upon it, all 
taken from Moore's Melodies, were so beautiful 
and appropriate . The tomb was of white marble , 
and the inscriptions in gilded letters. Upon the 
front was the name of < Emma Durant, aged 1^ 
years;' and beneath it the following lines: — 

** Long be my heart with thy memory filled, 
*' Like the yase in which roses have omse heen distill'd } 
" Yoa may break, you may ruin the vase if you will ; 
" But the scent of the roses will hang round it stilk*' 

On one side, 

" Weep not for her, whom the veil of the tomb 

" In life's happy morning has hid from onr eyes, 

*^ Ere sin threw a blight o*er the spirit's youiig bloom, 

** Or earth had profaned what was born for the skies/' 
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— together with the four succeeding lines. On 
the other side were the eight lines, beginning, 

''It is not the tear at this moment shed, 
" When the green turf has just l»een lai4 o'er her, 
*' That can tell how beloved is the soul that is fled, 
" Or how deep in our hearts we deplore her." 

We entered the cemetery at twelve o'clock, 
and only left it as the last rays of the setting sun 
crowned the tops of the trees and monuments, 
and yet the time was scarcely sufficient to see all 
that we wished, of this most beautiful and inter- 
esting place. 

Just after leaving the gate of the cemetery, I 
■observed a procession approaching, which, as it 
^rew near, I found to be the funeral of a young 
girl. The sides of the hearse were entirely open, 
and the coffin within was covered with a white 
pall. The bearers consisted of little girls, of the 
same apparent age with the deceased, all dressed 
in white, and each holding in her hand one end 
of a broad white ribbon, the other end being at- 
tached to the coffin. The sight of this young 
and interesting group*, bearing to the silent man- 
sions of the dead the last remains of a beloved 
play-mate, was at once simple and affecting, and 
added still another link to the long chain of 
mournful, but pleasing, associations, which will 
ever be connected in my mind with the remem- 
brance of Pere la Chaise . 

In continuing to advance homeward, I noticed, 
for some distance in the vicinity of the cemetery. 
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several work shopd, in which the various grave 
stones, columns, and monuments were construct* 
ed ; and also a large ' number of females, with 
small stands before them, all engaged either ia 
selling bunches of amaranth or twining it into 
'wreaths for sale. Thus the peculiarities of this 
burial place over others, not only impart gratifica- 
tion to the eye and^ the imagination, but also af- 
ford means of subsistence to many, who might 
otherwise be suffering for the necessaries of life. 



LETTER XI, 

Musee Charles Dix. — Interior of the Taileries. — ^Cirque Olym- 
pique.— rTheatre Frajicais. — La Fayette. 

Having obtained permission to see the Musee 
Charles Dix, we repaired to the Louvre for that 
purpose (September 5th). This Museum occu- 
pies a succession of apartments in the Louvre, 
which are newly fitted up in a style the most rich 
and splendid. The ornaments are not all com- 
pleted ; but sufficiently so to give an idea of what 
the elegance of these apartments will be, when 
entirely finished. Two years are yet altowed for 
their completion, with workmen continually em-, 
ployed upon them. 

In the centre of the first room we entered, was 
a table of porphyry, supporting a large vase, and 
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around the table was a beautiful mosaic circle, 
with chariots at equal distances apart, each char- 
iot drawn by a different species of animals : one 
by a pair of lions, another by a pair of tigers, and 
others by deer, sheep, and goats, all finely exe* 
cuted. In the same room there were a number 
of busts, and two large candelabras of white mar- 
ble, a gifl from the officers of the Prussian army, 
with the medallions and names of Louis de Les- 
cure, and of Louis and Henry de Larochejaque- 
lein. 

The Salle des Bijoux contains a very large col- 
lection of precious stones in different forms ; and 
a variety of beautiful cups, belonging to the 
queens of the house of Medici. In the Salle du 
Sacre, among other large pictures, are two mag- 
nificent ones by Gerard: the coronation of Charles 
Tenth, and the entry of Henry Fourth into Paris. 
The coloring and execution of both these paint- 
ings are admirable. Then follow a succession of 
rooms, which do not contain very much that is in- 
teresting. Then the Salon Royal, in which 
the remains of the Duke of Berri were exposed 
afler his death. You next enter a suite of apart- 
ments, filled with Egyptian curiosities, such as 
their deities, all varieties of utensils, mummies, 
ladies' jewels, and a great number of other curi- 
ous collections, arranged in large, handsome 
cases. In nearly all the apartments of the Mu- 
seum, the ceilings are superbly painted ; and 
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fhese^ with the great profusion of gilt ornaments, 
the beautiful marble columns the whole height of 
the apartments, the richly gilded capitals and 
bases, produce a more brilliant effect, than can 
be imagined. 

The next week (September 7th) we had the 
gratification of seeing the interior of the palace of 
the Tuileries. Entering the vestibule, from the 
garden, and ascending the broad stair-case to the 
led, we saw the chapel, which is quite plain; and 
aflerwards made the round of the apartments. 
Of these the Salle du Trone and the King's sleep- 
ing chamber are much the richest. The Salle 
des Marechaux contains a succession of portraits 
, of all the living marshals of France ; and these, 
as I have before noticed, are, at their deaths, 
conveyed to the Hotel des Invalides. The Sal- 
le du Trone is hung with crimson, ornamented 
with gold, and the throne, which is very superb, 
is overhung by a beautiful canopy of crimson vel- 
vet, fringed with gold and strewed with gilded 
Jleur de lis. The ceiling is handsomely painted, 
and the other decorations of the room are rich 
and elegant. 

The King's sleeping chamber is hung with pur- 
ple velvet embroidered with gold. The ceiling 
is painted and ornamented with gold, and the bed, 
adorned with purple drapery, is surrounded by a 
gilded balustrade of great beauty. 

The apartments of the Duchess d' Angouleme, 
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though tastefully arranged^ are not remarkably 
splendid ; and indeed, aside from the rooms above 
described, I was much disappointed as to the in- 
terior beauty of the palace. Neither the furni- 
ture nor ornaments are generally so handsome as 
those in the royal palace at the Hague, and that of 
Versailles is vastly superior to it in every respect. 

But the palace of the Tuileries will ever be 
regarded with interest so long as a stone of it re- 
mains, and scarcely a room through which we 
passed, but awakened recollections of some terri- 
ble scenes of the revolution, transacted within its 
walls. Here too resided the Emperor Napoleon, 
in the days of his pride and glory ; and this cir- 
cumstance alone would shed around the spot an 
interest, of which it could never be deprived. 

The same evening I attended the Cirque Olym- 
pique, or Franconi's, for the purpose of witnessing 
the feats of a remarkable elephant, which attracts 
more persons to this theatre than to almost any 
other in Paris. The evening commenced with 
circus riding, which was not particularly good, 
although some few of the riders displayed great 
skill and dexterity. After the exhibition was 
over, and the circus cleared, a number of men 
entered, with boards and the proper tools for 
erecting a temporary pit, which in a few moments 
was completed, and almost instantly filled with 
those who had been waiting without during the 
riding. 
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All being now in readiness, the curtain was 
raised and the play commenced. As this was one 
of the most extraordinary exhibitions of brute sa- 
gacity, which I ever witnessed or indeed ever 
heard of, I shall endeavor, as well as I can re- 
collect, to give you a little sketch of it. 

The king of Siam dies and leaves the crown to 
his son; but another prince also lays claim to it, 
and determines to destroy the life of his rival. 
The whole object of the play, which in itself is 
very inferior, is to place the rightful inheritor in 
such situations of danger, that escape appears 
impossible, and then to rescue him by means of 
the wonderful elephant, which is held in supersti" 
tious veneration by the whole kingdom, with the 
fate of which he is considered in some way con* 
nected. Each of the two rivals has his partisans, 
and at the head of those of the pretender are a 
large number of priests, who continually urge 
him on to the destruction of his enemies. 

The true prince is betrothed to a young prin- 
cess, and the first time the elephant is introduced 
upon the stage, is to take a letter from the prin- 
cess for her lover, warning him of approaching 
danger. He marches along with the most majes- 
tic air, followed by a crowd of people, and when 
he approaches the spot where the. princess stands, 
he receives her letter, unperceived by any one, 
and then retires. But in spite of this warning, 
the prince falls into the hands of his enemies^ and 
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is confined in a large box, where he is nearly starv- 
ed, when the elephant finds him out, tears oflTthe 
top of the box, and sets him free. He is again 
made prisoner, and secured in a prison, the grat- 
ed windows of which open upon the stage. The 
elephant enters, wrenches apart the iron gratings, 
and then sits down, in such a manner that his 
head reaches the window, and his back forms an 
easy descent to the ground. The attendants of 
the young prince now descend one afler the oth- 
er, and when he himself appears, the animal 
rises and bears him off the stage upon his back. 
The next scene of any consequence repre- 
sents a contest between the two princes for the 
crown, which is finally obtained by the pretender 
and placed upon his head, while the other prince 
is in the act of being carried off by the victorious 
party. At this instant the elephant enters, ap- 
proaches the pretender without being seen by 
him, raises his huge trunk, takes off the crown 
and places it on the head of the other prince, 
and, lifling him upon his back, again bears hirn 
away in triumph. 

The palace of his four footed inajesty is repre- 
sented, with a table spread in the midst of the 
saloon. This room is separated from another by 
folding doors. Presently the doors are drawn 
aside by a servant, and the elephant marches in 
and approaches the table. The servant then 
takes a large napkin, or I should say table chihy 
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and fastens it around his enormous neck. The 
first course of dishes is then brought in, which 
is immediatelj devoured) followed by a bottle 
of wine, the elephant dexterously drawing out 
the cork with his proboscis. In the mean 
time the servant, who, by the way, was the 
most grotesque looking figure imaginable, whom 
it was impossible to regard without laughing, is 
conversing with the bystanders, relative to the 
extraordinary exploits of his master; and points 
out to them his drawing-room and his sleep- 
ing apartments. Just then the elephant, hav- 
ing finished the course, touches him upon the 
shoulder. At this he starts, seizes the dishes, 
runs with them to a line of servants who are sta- 
tioned at the door with the next course of dishes, 
exchanges them with all speed, and the table is 
again spread in the twinkling of an eye. This is 
repeated three or four times, when, afler the 
desert is finished, the napkin is taken off, the 
mouth and proboscis are carefully wiped, and the 
elephant retires, — probably to take his siesta. 

In the next scene, the priests, who belong to the 
party of the pretender, come upon the stage, and, 
opening the trap door on one side, descend into 
a subterranean vault, to perform some religious 
rites. The stage is rendered^ quite dark, and 
bright flashes of light are from time to time re- 
flected upon the scenery, from the fires of sacri- 
fice, which they are burning below. In a few 
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moments appear a large number of the most fan- 
tastic looking figures, resembling, more than any- 
thing else, the pictures of the zany, which we see 
in children's books. They all bear in their hands 
lighted torches, which they place upon the stage. 
From each of these torches ascends a splendid 
blue flame to a great height, making the whole 
stage appear one blaze of light. Then these 
strange looking persons perform the most singular 
evolutions, which you can imagine. They twist 
their bodies into all sorts of whimsical shapes, 
mount upon each other's shoulders, each other's 
backs, and at last, taking up the torches, they 
form them in a ring, still holding them in their 
hands. One of the number then leaps through 
the blazing circle, and they all disappear. 
[ Now the elephant is again seen entering. With 
noiseless step he approaches the trap-door, which 
fastens down with a spring, suddenly doses it, 
and buries the poor priests alive in the midst of 
their devotions. Whether the pretender is with 
the priests, in the vault, and is thus got rid of, I 
do not recollect; but, at any rate, the heads of 
his party being destroyed, the true prince tri- 
umphs; and the closing scene succeeds, which is 
more brilliant, than can words can well describe. 
The whole of the back part of the stage presents 
a splendid sun, whose glittering rays spread out 
• in all directions, and render it almost impossible 
to fix the eyes upon its dazzling brightness. The 
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next instant appears the elephant^ with a tnoit 
magnificent pavilion upon his back, in which are 
seated the prince and princess, now acknowledg- 
ed king and queen, clad in the most splendid 
manner, and their dresses, sparkling with gems 
and gold, almost eclipse in lustre the glorious 
orb of day, which is represented behind them. 
They are brought forward upon the stage, so that 
all may have a distinct view of them, when the 
curtain slowly descends and shuts them from 
sight. 

Almost instantly it is raised again, and the 
elephant advances alone upon the stage, paws 
with his huge feet, raises his proboscis two or 
three times, and the curtain again falls amid thun- 
ders of applause, and of bisy bisy that Js en- 
core, from every part of the theatre. This was 
repeated so long and loudly, that the elephant 
again appeared, expressed his thanks in a kind of 
hissing voice, again shuffled with his feet, raised 
his trunk, and the curtain fell for the last time, 
while the building rang again, with clapping of 
hands and loud bursts of applause. And thus 
ended the evening's entertainment. 

On the evening of the 15th, I attended the 
Theatre Francais. The play was the Tartuffe 
of Moliere, and the celebrated Mademoiselle 
Mars performed. Her part was admirably sus- 
tained, and I have never seen any actress to be 
compared to her in any respect. Her voice ia 
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muaic's selty luid b^r manner of perfei'ming lier 
part perfectly true to naiiire. She ia quite 
prett/) and although some fidy years of ago, siio^ 
appears scarce thirty, and might be taken for 
much younger even than that. The ailer piece^ 
« modern composition, was merely a representH" 
tion of scenes in private life^ aod the actors were 
all dressed in the fashion of the present day. 
Here Mademoiselle Mars appeared to even bet- 
ter advantage than in the play. Her part was 
intended to display the sweetness, gentleness, and 
generosity, and all the self-devotion, which often 
nark the female character in real life. This she 
performed to admiration, and the charm of her 
voice, her manner, and the elegance of her pro* 
nunciation, were irresistible. 

But aside from the pleasure, which her acting 
imparted, the scene was to me entirely void of 
interest, I did not sufficiently understand the 
language to follow readily whal Was said, and of 
course lost a great deal of pleasure on that ac- 
count ; and then again there being nothing of 
iqiectacle in the scenery, which remained un- 
changed during almost the whole evening, there 
was little to please or attract the eye. In ad- 
dition to this, happening to get there a little too 
late, we found no place upon the front seat of the 
box, and the ladies, who occupied that seat, wore 
such enormous bonnets,that it was only by leaning 
forward in a manner the most fatiguing,or by standi 
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ing up, that we could see any thing upon the stage. 
Thus, although I was delighted with Madem* 
otselle Mars, the performances, independent of 
her, were so wearisome to me that I very gladly 
saw them concluded: — a feeling which I never ex- 
perienced in a theatre before, theatrical repre- 
sentations being an amusement of all others so 
fascinating in general. 

A very beautiful sitting statue of Voltaire or- 
naments the basement of the Theatre Francais, 
which, in the evening, when the room is lighted, 
has an exceedingly fine effect. 

On Saturday we received a call from General 
Lafayette, who was in Paris for a few days, on 
his way from the south of France. He spoke of 
his triumphal tour with all the delicacy, which 
has ever signalized his truly remarkable charac- 
ter ; and referred to his journey in the United 
States with the utmost pleasure. His call, though 
extremely gratifying, was not long, as he was 
about returning to La Grange, whither he gave 
us a polite and cordial invitation to visit him, dur- 
ing the following week: a vipit, to which I looked 
forward, as you may well suppose, with no small 
degree of delight. 
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Musee d'Artillerie. — Looking Glass Manufactory. — Hospital 
for the Blind. — School for the young BUnd.-~^ardia des 
Plantes. — Conciergerie. — Italian Opera. 

On Thursday, the 24th, we visited the Musee 
d'Arlillerie. The first gallery, which we entered, 
was lined on each side with suits of glittering ar- 
mor, placed upon frames precisely in the planner 
they were worn, and giving them, at first glance, 
all the appearance of actual warriors. Allove 
them, upon the walls, were hung various casques, 
shields, bucklers, and other military equipments. 
The centre of the gallery was occupied by the 
armor of Louis Fourteenth, Henry Fourth, and 
Francis First ; the latter upon horseback, his 
horse likewise clad in armor. Those on the sides 
of the gallery were complete suits of armor, be- 
longing to the kings and great generals of 
France, of different and successive epochs, 
with a number belonging to females, among 
which was that of the Maid of Orleans. Nearly 
all of them were of brilliant steel, without a 
spot or blemish of any kind to mar their lustre ; 
and you may imagine how beautiful must have 
been the effect. Among the great number of 
casques, two were very ancient and remarkable. 
One of them is supposed to have been the casque 
of Attila, and the other of Abdalrahman, one of 
the Moorish kings. 



Besides this gallery, there were a number of oth- 
ersy containing models of field pieces, and a great 
varietj of arms, such as pistols ancient and mod- 
em, muskets, swords, and dirks. The butts of 
many of the pistols and muskets, and the handles 
of the swords, were beautifully set with precious 
stones, colored steel, and ivory. The dirk, with 
which the Duke of Berri was assassinated, has 
been preserved, and was exhibited in one of the 
cases. 

On Friday I took a long walk to the Royal 
Glass Manufactory, and on my way thither enter- 
ed the picture gallery, called Galerie Le Brun, 
at which modern pictures are exhibited, chiefly 
for sale, and the proceeds devoted to some char- 
itable object. Many of the paintings were quite 
good, and the subjects interesting. 

On arriving at the Manufactory, I was dis- 
appointed to find, that the glass was ^ not blown 
here; but only polished and silvered. There 
seemed to be very few persons at work; but 
there .were a vast number of rooms filled with 
large piles of mirrors, ready to be silvered, some 
of them of enormous size. We entered one of 
the rooms appropriated to silvering, and the man, 
who conducted us, went through the process upon 
o^lke of the glasses, to show us how it was done. 
There were large tubs about the apartment, full 
of quicksilver, which was dipped out in vessels, 
some of them not holding more than a pint> b^l 



Hb^xlretalely heAvy, when full, that I could searce^ 
ty liH one with both my hands.' 

Frohi this place, We went to the Hospital for 
the Blind, which I found very deficient in neat* 
^ess and order. We passed through a number 
^f galleries, with apartments at the sides, all of 
ihem badly aired, and exhibiting marks of great 
neglect. In one room we saw a blind man en- 
gaged in papering little wooden boxes, of differ-* 
«nt sizes, which he placed upoii shelves for sale. 
They were very neatly done, and some of them 
quite pretty. In another room there was a book- 
binder's shop, where we saw a great variety of 
books for teaching the blind to read. A little 
boy, about twelve years old, read to us with as 
much facility as we do with the eyes, by applying 
his fingers to the letters. 

The Institution for the Young Blind, which I 
saw the following day, was very muclrmore in- 
teresting. The apartments were neat and clean, 
und the inmates seemed cheerful and happy. 
Some were employed in playing upon different 
kinds of instruments, and some in knitting and 
other occupations. There were exhibited, in one 
of the rooms, little articles of needle-work for 
sale, only curious as having been made by th« 
blind *, and also sotoe pieces of music composed 
by the pupils. 

1 was astonished to find how much progress 
thiese young unfortunates 'had made in all th% 

12* 
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common branches of education and in music* 
One young girl executed a very difficult piece 
without making a single mistake; and another, 
apparently eighteen years of age, was giving les- 
sons to the younger ones. If either of them 
struck the wrong notes, she would place their 
hands upon the right ones, without once missing. 
Again there was another, who answered a great 
variety of questions in geography ; pointed out 
on the map the city of Washington, Great Britain, 
some small islands in the Atlantic ocean, the 
boundaries of the United States, those of Patago- 
nia, and all without the least hesitation. She 
then solved some problems in arithmetic with 
equal readiness. The slate was made of wire 
net work, and the figures were upon types. It 
was really astonishing to see with what rapidity 
she placed the types, and after the result was 
given, with how much accuracy she put them 
back again in their places. There were also 
types with letters on them, and with these she set 
various sentences, which we gave her for trial. 

The number of girls in the Institution is thirty, 
and of boys sixty. Besides the rooms for general 
instruction, there were those for printing and for 
weaving and spinning, and a pretty library, the 
books all printed in large raised letters, for the use 
of the blind. In the maps by which they are taught 
geography, the capital cities are designated by a 
small nail or pin head; and all the boundaries 
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and rivers are raised^ so as to be easily followed 
with the fingers. 

The refectories and the kitchen were all in good 
order, and there was an air of comfort about the 
whole establishment,yery different from that of the 
Hospital/rom which neatness and comfort seemed 
studiously banished. 

The day being very fine, I determined to make 
a second visit to the Jardin des Plantes, in the 
hope of finding the animals visible. In this ex- 
pectation I was not disappointed. The beautiful 
weather had drawn them all out from their re- 
treat, and I had a fine opportunity of seeing them. 

The most curious and rare animal among them 
is the cameleopard, which forms one of the great 
attractions of the garden; more however from its 
rarity than beauty. His neck is of enormous 
length, and when he walks it gives him the most 
awkward and singular appearance conceivable. 
His skin is spotted, and the expression of his 
face is very mild and gentle. In the same 
enclosure with him was a young zebra, which 
amused me exceedingly. He was in a most 
merry mood, skipped about in all directions, and 
seemed by his gambols to express the joy he felt 
at seeing the sun once more. 

Leaving this frolicsome little animal I came to 
the more staid and sober elephants, the fierce and 
angry bisons, and the stupid looking dromeda- 
ries; and then to the large pits enclosing the 
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bears. In the centre df each pit, was a post witB 
long pegs upon it, and by these the bears climbed 
to the top of the posts, and caught in their mouths 
pieces of cake find bfead, which were thrown 
them by the multitudes standing around the pits. 
All the other enclosures were equally surround- 
ed with men,women, and children, amusing them- 
selves in feeding the animals, some of the most 
tame and gentle of which would come to the 
fence and eat from their hands. One gentleman, 
in offering the largest elephant a piece of cake, 
accidentally dropped jt in such a manner that the 
animal could not find it; and the latter, indignant 
at the supposed insult, immediately turned round, 
and with one of his hind feet threw a cloud df dust 
and gravel into the gentleman^s face, to the great 
amusement of the spectators. 

We next came to the collection of wild beasts, 
which are confined in & large building divided 
into cells, with iron gratings in front, so that they 
can all he seen with perfect distinctness. These 
cells contained, among other animals, several 
liotis and lionesses, hyeenas, foxes, wolves, and 
bears, both white and black. Several ani- 
tnals from America were presented to the khena- 
gerie by General Lafayette. 

The aviary is very extensive, and contaitis a 

large number of birds of different sizes, And 

among them some birds of prey of great strengtfi. 

l*he collection of monkeys was also quiti^ larg^. 
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Some of them we saw* eating tfaeir dinner, as con- 
tentedly as possible, at the windows of the build- 
ing in which they are kept. 

I enjoyed my second visit to the garden quite 
as much as the first, and viewed it with even 
greater admiration; the cold and rainy day, upon 
which I visited it before, having prevented my 
seeing all its beauties in the greatest perfection. 

My visit to the Conciergerie, (October 1st) 
was one of the most sadly interesting which \ 
made in Paris, it having been the prison in which 
were confined Marie Antoinette and the Princess 
Elizabeth, previous to their execution, and after 
the death of Louis Sixteenth. 

Passing through a long gallery, with close dark 
cells" on each side, one of which was the prison of 
Madame Elizabeth, another of Robespierre, and 
a third of the assassin Louvel, we entered the 
chapel, from, whence a passage conducts to the 
prison of Marie Antoinette, in which she was im- 
mured for the space of more than seventy days, 
and then exchanged it for the scaffold. It is now 
converted ihto a chapelle expiatoircy and every 
thing within it, upon which you place your eye, 
reminds you of those unfortunate victims of un- 
heard of barbarity and savage cruelty. At both 
sides the little passage between the two chapels 
are two monuments, the one inscribed,—*' A la 
memoire de Louis XYI,' and the other, — ^ A la 
memoire de Madame Elizabeth,' with a medal- 
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lion of each. Upon the spot where the Queen's 
bed stood is a picture, which represents the 
widowed, solitary prisoner, clothed in mourning 
weeds, and kneeling at the bed side in humble 
prayer. On one side is another picture, repre- 
senting the separation between her and her fam- 
ily, in which you see her only daughter, now the 
Dauphine of France, torn from her mother's 
arms, and fainting in those of her aunt. A third 
painting shows the Queen in the middle of the 
night, receiving her last communion from the 
hands of a priest, who had obtained entrance into 
the cell in the disguise of a gendarme. 

I cannot express to you the mingled feelings 
of pity and indignation, which the sight of these 
damp, gloomy vaults inspired. To think that 
they should ever have been the abode of beauti- 
ful and delicate women, accustomed from their 
infancy to all the splendors of royalty and luxuries 
of palaces! Oh! it is an indelible blot, an ever- 
lasting disgrace to the French name, which no 
time or change of circumstance can ever efface. 
Whether the death of Louis was or was not jus- 
tifiable, in a political point of view, is a question 
on which many differ, even of the wise and good, 
though I must confess, that I could never see the 
justice of it. But there can surely be but one 
opinion upon the sacrifice of these unhappy fe- 
males, who had committed no crime, who were 
incapable; by the laws of their country, of inherit-* 
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iiig the crowo^ or of bestowing it upon their hus« 
bands, should they marry; and yet who were 
plunged like the lowest criminal into horrible 
dungeons, and dragged forth like him to a public 
and violent death. Destitute, indeed, of every 
feeling claiming kindred with humanity, must have 
been the diabolical spirits, who committed the 
shameful deed ; and almost equally dead to such 
feelings must be the individual, who could jus- 
tify it. 

In the evening I attended the Italian Opera, 
to hear Mademoiselle Sontag and Madame Pisa- 
roni in Semiramide. This opera, though consid- 
ered exceedingly fine, the music being composed 
by the great Rossini, is not that in which Mad- 
emoiselle Sontag appears to the greatest advan- 
tage. The music is not exactly adapted to her 
voice 1 which is rather sweet than powerful; and 
the piece, moreover, requires talent in acting, of 
which she is nearly destitute. One cannot fail of 
being charmed with her singing at times; but it 
often loses much of its effect by being accompa- 
nied with very ordinary acting. Madame Pisaro- 
ni sings pretty well ; but is not cemparable to 
Mademoiselle Sontag. In order to enjoy her 
singing at all, one must not look at her face, 
which she distorts most fi'ightfuUy. It would 
doubtless prove great want of taste not to prefer 
Rossini's music to any other, or to pronounce the 
Muette de Portici superior to Semiramide ; but 
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howerer that may be^ I waa certainly aiiich teard 
delighted with the former thaa the latter, aad the 
ia»pre8sion which it left, waa far more agreeable 
and lasting. 
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Visit to La Granffe.— The Chateau. — The Family.-*Tb8 
Grounds. — ^The Library. — La Fayette. 

Os Thursday, October 8th, we received a sec- 
ond call from General Lafayette, who offered us 
two vacant seats in his carriage with himself and 
granddaughter, to go to La Grange on the follow- 
ing day. The kind offer, we were of course very 
happy to avail ourselves of, and the next morn- 
ing at eleven o'clock, were on our way to 
that spot, which of all others I most desired 
to see. Our ride was a delightful one, as( 
indeed how could it fail to be ? The General 
conversed a great deal, and his open, unaf- 
fected manner banished all restraint. His grand- 
daughter, Madame Perier, the daughter of 
Mr. George W. Lafayette, I found a most in- 
telligent and interesting lady, gentle, anpre- 
tending, and amiable in her deportment. She has 
been two years married, and resides near Greno- 
ble, to which place her grandfather had made hit 
recent journey, partly for the purpose of visiting 
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)ier family and of bringtog her back with him to 
Xia Grange. 

The face of the country, between Paris and 
this place> is not remai'kably pleasant, except one 
or two pretty views, which we saw in ascending a 
steep hill, near the village called !l^ont de Saint 
Maur. The road is sometimes bordered with 
vineyards, and these, the first I have seen, disap- 
pointed me exceedingly in their appearance. In- 
stead of the beautiful arbors, hung with clustering 
grapes, with which a vineyard has ever been as- 
sociated in my imagination, I saw nothing but a 
field of poles, with the vines attached^o them by 
wisps of straw, less pleasing to the eye than a 
common pea-field in America. They were not 
enclosed by hedge or fence, and nothing but a 
ditch separated them from the road. 

In passing through the several villages, the 
people in the streets, at seeing the General's 
carriage pass, raised th^ir hats with the greatest 
respect^ though they could not see his face or 
person. 

At length we approached the end of our jour- 
ney, and as we entered the boundaries of La 
Grange, — Now, cried the General, we are upon 
American ground. In a few minutes the turrets 
^ of the ancient chateau appeared in sight, and we 
soon drove through the portal and entered a 
f court, three sides of which are occupied by the 

c^tle. the remaining one opening upon a beauti- 
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M park. Tfae portal ia cut through a part ^tbe 
building, and this on the outer side id covered 
with ivy, which was planted bj Fox, when visit- 
ing General Lafayette, after the peace of Amiens, 

When the carriage stopped at the door, we 
found all the family assembled there, ready io 
welcome their revered parent. They all em- 
braced him affectionately, and he then introduced 
to them his guests, whom they received with 
cordial politeness. 

We now ascended to the saloon, where a bright 
and cheerful fire shed an air of comfort and hos- 
pitality around the apartment. It is a circular 
room, handsomely, but simply furnished. Around 
the walls are suspended portraits of General 
Greene, of Mr. Monroe, John Adams, John Q. 
Adams, Jefferson, and Madison. At each side- of 
the fire-place are portraits, one of Bailly and the 
other of LaKochefoucauM; and upon the mantle* 
piece are small marble busts, representing the 
.father of Kiego and his wife. At the opposite 
side of the room is a pedestal with a bronze bust 
of Washington, made at the time he was in the 
army. 

Afler remaining here a short time, we were 
conducted to our own apartment, in which u 
warm fire was also burning and every thii^ 
disposed for our reception. This room wa9 
hung with various prints of scenes in America. 

At aix o'clock the bell rang for dinner, and we 
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repaired to the saloon, where the niunerouv 
femily of the houee, and a few temporary Tisi* 
tersy were already assernbled. Descending to the 
dining-rooni, situated upon the lower floor, we 
Ibuad a table abundantly spread, with meats and 
vegetables almost exclusively the produce of the 
farm} and the fruits, which formed the desert, 
were all of the General^s own raising. And the 
cheerfulness and hilarity, which reigned around 
the hospitable board, gave additional richness to 
the repast. 

It was at this time, that Madame Perier 
made me acquainted with the names of the family 
and their relationship to each other, and I shall 
mention them to you here. There were, first, the 
eldest daughter of the General, Madame de la 
Tour Maubourg, and her youngest daughter, Jen- 
ny. Next Madame Lasteyrie, who has one son, 
Jules, and three daughters. The eldest, Pauline, 
is married to the Count, de Remusat, and has an 
infant son, named Pierre. Her husband was 
with her at La Grange. The second daugh- 
ter is named Melanie, and the third Octavie. 
There were three daughters of Mr. G. W. 
Lafayette, who, with his wife and two young sons, 
Oscar and Edmund, was now absent. The eldest 
daughter, Natalie, wife of M. Augustin Perier, 
had with her a little girl, Octavie, about ten months 
old. Her sisters are Matilde and Clementine. 
Madame de la Tour Maubourg has still another 
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daughter, Celestine, who is married to the HaroD 
de Brigode, and has four children. This is, I 
believe, a correct list of all the family of the ex- 
cellent General, who appeared among them like 
the patriarch of the flock, and fuUj realized all my 
ideas of that ancient and venerable character. 

Having finished dinner, we returned to the par- 
lor, and the evening passed in general and agree- 
able conversation. 

At ten o^clock the next morning we^again met 
at breakfast table, and afterwards took a walk 
around the domains. The General first conduct- 
ed us to a pretty little building, with painted win- 
dows, in which was placed the Whitehall boat, 
called the American Star, presented to him at 
New- York. Thence to an enclosure, where^ 
were a beautiful American stag, and a doe, pre- 
sented to him from the Jardin desFlantes, but of 
American parentage. We then entered a large 
yard, surrounded by the buildings of the farm, at 
one side of which was the aviary, containing a 
number of very curious and beautiful birds. 
Then we were conducted to the various sheep 
folds, which enclosed flocks of merinos, amount- 
ing, in the whole, to a thousand, all remarkable 
for the fineness and beauty of their wool. En- 
tering The farm-house, we were shown two fine 
cool dairies, placed half under ground, and like 
all the other apartments which I saw, remarkably 
clean and nice. 
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AAer having seen all the different parts of the 
ferm^ we walked into the woods, which are beau- 
tifully laid out, in the General's own taste; and a 
great number of the trees were planted by his 
own hand. Our walk terminated at a pretty little 
artificial lake, with an island in the midst of it, 
and a pleasure boat for sailing. Returning to 
the chateau, we took a ^un over the beautiful 
lawn in front of it, with trees so planted in groups^ 
as to afford open vistas between them. Ader this 
we all separated, to pursue whatever occupation 
we chose. 

And this is one of the great charms of La 
Grange ; all are lefl at liberty to go and come as 
they please, without any of the restraints of or- 
dinary visiting. You may read or write, — walk, 
sail or hunt, as the one or the ether is most 
agreeable to your taste, until the dinner bell gives 
the signal for again uniting. It seems to make 
not the slightest difference in the arrangementi 
of the family, whether there are twenty guests or 
only one. All that come are cordially welcomed, 
and they have only to make themselves as happy, 
as the numerous attractions of the place enable 
them to be. 

At dinner we were pleased to meet Mr. Levas- 

seur, who, with two other French gentlemen, 

had arrived during the day. Th^ evening was 

spent in music and dancing, the* young ladies 

taking turns to play for each other. The room 

13* 
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appropriated for these purposes, possesses qiiiter 
as many memorials of America, as the adjoiniiig 
saloon. The most conspiouous object on one 
nde was the ^ star-spangled banner', suspended 
between the portraits of Washington and Frank- 
lin, the latter painted by Madame Perier. 
There were also busts of J. Q. Adams and Mr. 
Monroe, a portrait of the commander of the 
Brandywine, the Declaration of Independence, 
and Washington's Farewell Address, together 
with two French prints, one of the Bastille and 
the other of the Champ de Mars. 

Afler breakfast the next morning,we were shown 
the little room, which they call the museum, 
filled with various presents made to the General 
in America. There were a number of Indian 
dresses and canoes, a beautiful mahogtmy model 
of the celebrated water works near Philadelphia, 
a little box of bird's eye maple, containing wa- 
ter from the £rie canal, a birch bark box filled 
with maple sugar, collections of shells, and. otii- 
er curiosities too numerous to mention. 

We then followed to the library, which ad- 
joins the General's sleeping chamber; Just out- 
side the door of this room is a small picturo of tfaie 
piison at Olmutz, and the jailer unlocking the 
door of the cell in which the General wa»coii&B- 
ed. The bed chamber was adorned with printe 
and paintings of different kinds; some of tlicrm 
porti-aits of personal and family fiaeuds^ and 
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<ytfaerB of public characters, such as General Jack*' 
son, Henry Clay, William H. Crawford and oth- 
ers. There were likewise prints of the Hancock 
bouse, of Mr. Adams' residence at Quincy, and 
the picture of a scene at Yorktown, with the fig- 
ure^- of Washington, Lincoln,- and Lafayette, 
among others, represented in it. Upon a table 
was placed a splendid silver urn, a present from 
the officers of the Brandy wine. On one side was 
seen the harbor of New- York, at the moment of 
the General's departure, and the ship just setting 
saiL On the other was the open tomb of Wash- 
ington, and three persons about to descend into it, 
namely. General Lafayette, his son, and Mr, 
Levat9seur. 

The library is a handsome circular room, con* 
taining a large number of beautiful books, con- 
veniently arranged in open book-cases, and con^ 
sisting of all the most popular French, English, 
and American works, ancient and modern. Be- 
neath these were other cases, the doors so in*- 
geniously contrived as perfectly to resemble 
ranges of books. In these were kept splendid 
specimens of binding and printing executed in the 
United States; and large drawers full of the tes- 
timonials of affection and regard, which the Gen- 
eral had received at different periods of bis life ; 
ati which he seemed to value very highly, anct ta 
ezlribit with the utmost pleasure. In the firsC 
Arawer be openedyamong a variety of pretty Mitle 
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boxes, was a pocket testament, bound in red mo- 
rocco, which he said a pious female friend was so 
kind as to give him, when he last visited the Unit^ 
ed States. XFpon the blank leaf of it was written: 
'Be America his resting place and heaven his home/ 
He then showed us the contents of all the other 
drawers, the umbrella which Washington was 
accustomed to use, his silver spectacles, the 
cane of Franklin, a sword blade, made of the 
bolts of the Bastille, a large collection of canes, 
and a chair cushion, worked by Mrs. Washing- 
ton at the age of seventy years. The most beau- 
tiful cane, that the General possesses, and which 
he always carries, is one cut from an apple tree, 
beneath which he breakfasted with General 
Washington, on the morning of a memorable 
battle. The head is of gold, inscribed with his 
name, and beneath, — ^ It shaded him and- his 
friend Washington.' 

A striking proof of the inherent and delicate 
politeness, which displays itself in all the mem- 
bers of this charming family, is the interest that 
they manifested in looking over these gifts, and 
expressing the greatest admiration of their beauty, 
as if seeing them for the first time, though, in 
fact, they must have exhibited them to hundreds 
of their diflerent visiters, always, I doubt not, 
with equal cheerfulness and alacrity. Among 
other curiosities the General showed us a small, 
full-length portrait of himself^ taken at the 
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age of nineteen, and dressed in the uniform, 
worn by the officers of the American revolu- 
tion. , The countenance is remarkably sweet 
and expressive ; but although an exact rep- 
resentation of what he then was, it bears no re- 
semblance to his present appearance. In the 
evening we amused ourselves in looking over a 
beautiful collection of engraved portraits of all 
the prominent actors in the French revolution, 
handsomely bound in a large folio book. The 
General entertained us highly by his interesting 
remarks, and the anecdotes which he related in 
connection with the different portraits. Among 
the finest of the engravings were two of Napo- 
leon, more beautiful than any thing of the kind I 
ever saw. 

At length the hour for separating for the night 
arrived, and as we were to leave L.a Grange early 
on the following morning, we were obliged to take 
a reluctant farewell of this most interesting 
family circle, in whose delightful society two 
days had flown away upon the wings of the wind. 

I had heard and read much of La Grange, but 
the reality far exceeded my expectations. Never 
did I imagine a scene of more unaffected harmony 
and domestic love, more unbounded kindness 
and hospitality, than this noble mansion presents. 
And faultless as had ever appeared to us the 
character of our venerable and illustrious host, it 
was in the privacy of domestic life, in the bosom 
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of his family, that we were to learn all its perfec- 
tion. I saj perfection, for I believe if there 
existft a perfect or happy, man on earth, it ia 
General Lafayette. In every vicissitude of for- 
tune, through praise and censure, through pros- 
^ perity and adversity, ho has alike been true to 
himself, to his conscience, to his country. No 
recollections of lawless ambition, of cruelty or 
wanton bloodshed, can mar the tranquility of his 
declining 'years. His name is still the rallying 
point, to the lovers of liberty in his own country, 
and is hailed with warmest gratitude and affection 
by millions of the free born citizens of a trans- 
atlantic world. His children, to the third gen- 
eration, ' rise up and call him blessed,' while hia 
servants and numerous dependants look up to him 
as their protector and friend, and ever find in him 
an afiectionate and considerate master. To the 
rich he is a delightful companion, to the poor a 
generous benefactor. No man can justly breatha 
a word of censure against his name, and I believe 
his own breast to be the seat of kindest feeling 
and good will, even to those whom he is com- 
pelled to call his enemies. 

To the American peculiarly the home of La*- 
fayette is one of the most interestrng spots on 
earth. He not only meets, at every step, me- 
morials of his beloved native land, from which he 
is now far separated; but he hears his country's 
praises from the lips of its generous defender^ 
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and warmly repeated by his grateful and numerous 
family. There can be no nustake in their expres- 
sions relative to America; they are not mere 
words of course, to please the American ear; they 
evidently spring from a sincere, hearty love for 
the country, aild admiration of its free institutions. 

Such is the family, and such the charming resi- 
denee, to which I bade adieu on the following 
morning with the utmost r«egret ; mingled, how- 
ever, with a feeling of satisfaction, that I had 
been so highly favored, as to have passed even 
so short a time within the walls of La Grange : 
a circumstance which I shall ever regard as a 
bright era in the recollections of my life. 

The General is always accustomed to send his 
guests in his own carriage to the neighboring vil- 
lage of Rozoy ; and although we left very early 
in tbe morning, we found him already risen to 
give us a last adieu. At Rozoy we took the dil- 
igence for Paris, and arrived there in the course 
of the afternoon. The next evening at half-past 
eight f:^'clock, October 13th, we entered the dili- 
gence for Orleans, bidding farewell to Paris, for 
a long time to come. — ^I had passed two months 
very delightfully here, and left it with a reluc- 
tance, only lessened by the recollection, that we 
were to return again the fbllowing spring, after 
having enjoyed the now anticipated pleasui'e of a 
winteY^s residence in Spain, and a rapid vwk to 
the «eatb of France. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Orleans. — Joan of Arc. — Cathedral. — House of Pothier.-* 
Bridge. — Beffroi. — ^Vineyards. — Chateau de Menars. — Cham- 
bord. — Blois. — Hotel. — The Loire. — ^Archeireche . — Cathe- 
dral. — Market.— XJ bateau. 

We reached Orleans, hungry and weary, after 
riding all night; but were refreshed by a substan-* 
tial breakfast at the Hotel de la Boule d^ Or, and 
sufficiently invigorated to go about and see the 
lions of the city. 

We first proceeded to the Place de Martroy, 
where was a bronze statue of Joan of Arc. Her 
figure is very small, too much so for the large 
size of the place ; and she is clothed in armor, 
with a kind of loose robe thrown over the lower, 
part of the dress. In her left hand she holds a 
spear, with a standard upon it, and in her right a 
drawn sword. 

Passing from this square, through a number of 
narrow, dirty streets, bordered with houses of the 
most dilapidated and mean appearance, and filled 
with wretched beggars, who besieged us on every 
' side, we entered the place in front of the Cathe- 
dral. This magnificent gothic edifice resembles 
in some degree the church of Notre Dame at 
Paris; or I should say the general effect of it is 
similar, though it is, in fact, very different, and 
superior to that of Notre Dame in the grace and 
lightness of its architecture. The upper part of 
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teach of the two beautiful towers, is supported bj 
very small carved pillars, which impart a delicacy 
and beauty to the building, altogether peculiar. 
Between the towers below is a vestibule, still 
unfinished, but in the process of being completed. 
This vestibule conducts into the interior of the 
church, which is remarkable for simple grandeur 
of architecture, rather than any elegance of deco- 
ration. The chapels are almost entirely unadorn- 
ed. A few of them contain tablets to the memory 
of distinguished individuals. In one ofthem is 
the tomb of Pothier, which is only marked by a 
plain black marble slab. 

Mounting to the towers, we walked around the 
roof of the church, and looked down, on each 
side, upon a vast number of turrets and other 
gothic ornaments, extremely graceful and airy. 
From hence you also enjoy a fine view of Or- 
leans, and catch the first glance of the majestic 
Loire. The city, from this elevation, appears 
much larger, than I had thought it to be; but the 
aspect of age and decay is visibly marked upbfi 
air the buildings, except those of modern date. 
Among the latter is a very neat market house, 
for the sale of wheat, called the Halle St. Louis. 
Vt is surrounded by pillars, forming an open 
gftllery. 

Tlie Theatre, situated quite near the Gathe- 
dridfj is small, and not remarkable. 

The ptiiblie Library is a neat building with a^ 

14 
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pretty front. Near the Library is the Bishop ^^ 
palace, and his garden in which the trees are very 
singularly trimmed. They are cut off even at . 
the top, and all the central branches cut out, so 
as to form a regular hollow in the middle of the 
trees. The appearance of them is not graceful 
by any means, but unnatural and stinted. 

From this spot we walked to the former resi- 
dence of the great lawyer Pothier, situated in a 
street called by his name, opening upon the Place 
du Calvaire, which is ornamented in the centre 
by an immense wooden crucifix. The figure of 
the Savior is wretchedly executed and produces a 
very disagreeable effect. We obtained permis- 
sion to enter the garden, a neat little square, laid 
out in beds of vegetables and flowers, bordered 
with box, and shaded by a few fruit trees. An 
old grey headed priest, who occupies the apart- 
ment of Pothier, very obligingly invited us to 
come in and see the room. It was perfectly^ plain 
and simple, and had undergone no alteration, ex- 
cept the erection of a modem fire-place. The 
priest was very curious and inquisitive as to who 
we were; and when he found that we were Amer- 
icans, he said that Pothier, were he living, would 
feel very much flattered to see persons, from such 
a long distance, come to view his residence. He 
then asked us if we were ever acquainted with 
Pothier, an inquiry which amused me exceeding- 
ly, as he died in 1772. Almost immediately. 
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however, he laughed at his own question, and 
said he perceived we were rather too young to 
have known him. 

The quays, which border the banks of the 
LiOire at Orleans, are solid and well built; and a 
very beautiful stone bridge, supported by nine 
arches, is thrown across the river, nearly in a 
line with a broad handsome street, called the Rue 
Roy ale, the only one of any beauty, which I have 
seen in the place. Passing up this street, I saw 
the gothic tower, named the Beffroi, formerly the 
MaisondeVille,now occupied as a watch tdwer, — 
and from thence I returned to the hotel. 

The situation and exterior^ppearance of the 
Hotel de la Boule d'Or are gloomy and uninter- 
eating; and the rough, brick tiled floors within are 
extremely cold and uncomfortable; but it is, nev- 
ertheless, a very good house, and every thing is 
well served and of the best qusdity. 

At seven o'clock on Wednesday morning, we 
were joined by an American gentleman from 
Paris, who was to be our travelling companion 
for two or three weeks; and at half-past nine 
we entered the diligence for Blois. The day 
was delightful, and the road, for nearly the 
whole distance, lined on each side by vineyards. 
A great number of persons, of both sexes, 
were employed in gathering in the vintage. On 
alighting from the diligence, I tasted some of the 
gr^fQBy which were excessively sour and disa- 
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greeable, intended onljr for making wine, and not 
fit for eating. I was much more struck with the or- 
dinary appearance of the vineyards here, than near 
Paris. The whole country being covered with 
them, rendered their homeliness more apparent. 
In addition to this, the excessive rains, that pre- 
vailed through the summer, had caused many of 
the grapes to decay, and bent the clusters, which 
always grow upon the lower part of the vine, en- 
tirely to the ground. We entered one of the 
wine presses, and tasted the new wine, which 
was standing in large vats, and undergoing fer- 
mentation. The taste is not materially different 
from that of new cider, though rather less swieet, 
and more astringent. 

But the monotonous and uninteresting scenery 
of successive vineyards was occasionally exchang- 
ed for pretty views of some white cottage, em- 
bowered in trees, with a rivulet running by ita 
side, strongly reminding us of American scenery; 
while the beautiful Loire, appearing and disap- 
pearing at intervals, presented along its sloping 
banks the bright and golden hues of autumn. 

Afler passing through several villages, some of 
them quite large, we entered the small village of 
Menars, which contains a fme chateau, with a 
park in -front, through which the road leads. 
Here the view becomes delightful. On one side 
you have the chateau and the beautiful terraces 
of the park, — on the other the river, with ^ ne^X, 
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little village upon the opposite, bank. Richly 
cultivated fields are spread out, in all directions, 
before you, and in the distance may be seen the 
innumerable turrets of the ancient chateau of 
Chambord. 

At half-past four o'clock in the aflernoon we 
entered Blois. The first appearance of this city 
is very agreeable. It is situated upon the river, 
and a fine stone bridge, with a handsome pyra- 
mid in the centre, unites it to a pretty faubourg 
upon the opposite side. Close to the bank of the 
river, in entering the city, we passed a beautiful 
shady terrace, planted with trees, which serves 
as a public promenade. 

The diligence stopped at the Hotel de la Nou- 
velle Angleterre, and here we determined to re- 
main, it being one of the best hotels in the city, 
as it should be from its name. Our room was 
pleasantly situated upon an open gallery, towards 
the river, and the weather was sufficiently mild 
and agreeable to enjoy it. Even at this compar- 
atively short distance from Paris, we began to 
feel the cheering influences of the southern cli- 
mate, in the softness of the air and clearness of 
the sky. During the ten weeks, that we had 
been in Paris, there was not one, in which it had 
not rained more or less every day, so that an 
umbrella was quite as necessary an appendage as 
any part of the dress, when going into the street, 
even for half an hour. But now we found it very 

14* 
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different, and the change was indeed delightful^ 
At dinner, we were served with a great rarietjT 
and abundance of excellent food, the table was 
well attended, and every thing in good order. 
With the desert, there were placed upon the table 
little preserve pots, each covered with a green 
leaf and filled with a delicate preparation of 
cream, called Creme de Blois, and much cele- 
brated all over France, as being far superior to 
any thing of the kind to be found in the country. 
It does not very materially differ from whips, ex- 
cept that it has much more consistency, and 
the sugar, instead of being put in at the time it is 
made, is stirred in when you eat it. 

The waiters, at this hotel, were chie6y females, 
who wore upon their heads the Norman cap, one 
of the most frightful head dresses ever invented. 
They were worn very high upon the top of the 
head, supported by a sort of frame underneath, to 
keep them in place. There was no border in 
front; but two borders, nearly a quarter of a yard 
in width, extended from ear to ear behind, sep* 
arated at the back of the neck. The hair was 
done up in a club behind and the cap tied above 
it. Such is the unbecoming head-gear, which 
you see among the lower classes of women' in 
this part of the country. 

Aftct dinner, we took a little stroll through 
some of the streets, which we found too dark 
and irregular, to tempt us to go very fhr; but 
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at ten o'cioek^ the beauty of the evening irresist* 
ihly drew us forth again, and we crossed the 
bridge into the faubourg, from whence we had a 
remarkably good view of the city. But the most 
charming prospect was from the open gallery in 
front of the hotel, and here I long stood to enjoy 
it before retiring to rest. The moonbeams were 
sleeping upon the unruffled surface of the river. 
The heavens were perfectly unclouded, and the 
air balmy and delicious beyond description. In 
front were seen the bridge, and the quiet little 
village, in which every sound was hushed, that 
ootild disturb the tranquility and calmness of the 
scene. Striking, indeed, was the contrast between 
this lovely prospect, and the high, dark buildings, 
the damp, chilly atmosphere, the noise and con* 
fusion, of the city we had left : a contrast which 
doubled the pleasure and satisfaction, with which 
t found myself once more '"surrounded by the in- 
imitiible beauties of nature. 

The next morning we walked out to obtain a 
more distinct view of the city, than could be af- 
(brded us by moonlight. Its situation is very 
peculiar, an abrupt ascent being formed from the 
rivet to a high elevation, and a similar descent 
06 the other side. In order to reach the palace 
of the Archbishop, you ascend a flight of steps 
quite to the highest part of the city. Here are 
the Cathedral and palace adjoining each other. 
The latter Is a plain building, not particularly 
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handsome. At the right of it is a fine plantation^ 
with a beautifiil terrace overlooking a garden, 
and faced by a heavy stone wall. From this 
terrace you may see all the surrounding country 
to great advantage, as well as a part of the city, 
which lies beneath your feet. Some of the 
houses have a very singular appearance, being 
placed against the hill in such a manner, that you 
see only the roofs, rising one above the other. 

The Cathedral in its exterior is a strange look- 
ing mass of buildings, put together without desiga 
or taste. The interior is quite handsome and 
lofly; but does not equal in beauty other Ca- 
thedrals which I have seen. There are a num- 
ber of smaller churches in Blois, and most of 
them we visited; but I did not find them particur 
larly interesting. 

In descending from the Cathedral, we passed 
down the most dirty, irregular, narrow streets, I 
have ever seen; many of them, in fact, mere 
alleys, which should not be dignified with the 
name of streets, though passing for such. The 
interior of the l^ouses, which we could see through 
the half open doors, was dark, smoky, and un- 
clean to a most offensive degree; and their rag- 
ged inmates, who attacked us as at almost every 
turn to obtain alms, bor^ all the marks of extreme 
poverty and wretchedness. 

We next went to .the fruit market, which is a 
very neat place; but where we found it almost 
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necessary to stop our ears, in order to keep out 
the discordant din, occasioned by the screams of 
the market women, and the merriment produced 
among the crowd by the pranks of a monkey, 
which a juggler was exhibiting in the midst of 
them. The extreme oddity of the whole scene was 
increased by the whimsical appearance of such a 
quantity of JN"orman caps, towering above the 
heads of the multitude of fruit sellers. 

Our walk terminated at the old Chateau, now 
converted into barracks, which is one of the prin- 
cipal curiosities of Blois. It is a lai^ge stone 
building, presenting a great variety of difierent 
styles of architecture, and was built at various 
periods by Louis Twelfth, Henry Third, and 
Gaston Duke of Orleans. We walked around 
the castle, but did not go in, reserving that visit 
for a later hour. Towards the street was a brick 
wall of great height, almost concealing the build-* 
ing on that side from view. 

Heturning to the hotel, we had a plentiful 
breakfast a lafourchettCy consisting of varieties of 
fish, meat, pastry, and fruit. Afler breakfast, we 
again repaired to the Chateau to see the interior. 
Ascending a steep declivity, we came to the es- 
planade in front of one of the buildings, where 
were a number of soldiers exercising ; then to 
an open court, with a huge pile on each of the 
four sides; the building through which we entered 
the court, having been built by Louis TweMlh* 
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The guide first condacted us to the building 
erected by Gaston Duke of Orleans, intended to 
have been a superb edifice, but left entirely un- 
finished. The windows were filled up with brick, 
and heaps of rubbish were strewed about in every 
part of it. We walked out upon the broad ter- 
race which overlooks the brick wall, where a 
bridge was to have been thrown across to the op- 
posite hill, to enable persons to pass directly to 
the church, that crowns its summit, instead of 
going through obscure passages, on the other 
side of the castle. 

A stair-case, occupying a round tower, curi- 
ously ornamented with various gothic and other 
carved work, winds up from this building to that 
constructed by Henry Third. Here we were 
shown a number of sleeping chambers, which 
conducted to the dungeons of the Chateau. One 
small prison had in the centre of it a trap door, 
called an oubliette^ beneath which was a preci- 
pice of one hundred feet. Whenever it was de- 
sirable to destroy any of the wretched captives, 
who inhabited these fearful vaults, the trap door 
was lowered, the prisoners were blind-folded, and 
then made to walk forward in such a manner, as 
to step directly into the horrible pit. Near the 
dungeon was the spot where the Duke of Guise 
and his brother were murdered in the reign 
of Henry Third; and not far from it, a small, dark 
cell, in which one of the archbishops of Orleans 
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was coniined. AH, the doors of these difierent 
dungeons were of solid iron, and so heavy that, 
as I found on trial, much more strength than I 
possessed was necessary to move them. 

From these dark cells, which had witnessed so 
many scenes of blood and cruelty in ancient times, 
we were shown to the cabinet of Mary de Medi- 
cis, who was, for a. time, a prisoner within the 
Chateau, and the window by which she made her 
escape by means of a rope. Thence through 
several other apartments and finally to the 
observatory of Mary de Medicis, where she 
was accustomed to amuse herself by studying 
astronomy. To reach this we again crossed the 
court yard, passed through a heap of ruins, and 
ascended another stair-case. From the gallery, 
which surrounds the observatory, there is a very 
pretty view of the river, the city, and the country 
for a considerable distance around. In this gal- 
lery stands the stone table, that was used by tl^e 
Queen, and is of course an object of great curiosity 
to all who visit the place. 

The guide, who conducts strangers in the Cha- 
teau, was a talkative old man, ^ho has resided 
in it for eleven years. He at first took us for 
English, and was quite astonished when we told 
him that we had never seen that country, for he 
seemed to be sure it was the same language he 
had heard English people speak. After puzzling 
,him a little while^ we finally told him from what 
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country we came. Surprised at this even more, 
and looking at us with great apparent curiosity, 
he said he was certain we could not be Ameri- 
cans, because we were not block. This afforded 
us all a hearty laugh at the poor old man's, ex- 
pense, who seemed, however, to bear it very good 
humoredly. 

At the moment the steam boat arrived front 
Orleans, the ringing of the bell gave us warning^ 
that no time was to be lost in securing places fbar^ 
Tours, whither she was bound, only st^^yping 
long enough to take in passengers. This boat- 
was extremely small, with ho interior decoratiossr 
of any kind, and the ladies cabin so low, that' it 
was impossible to stand erect in it. A crowd of 
people were, however, attracted to the shore to 
see it depart; and the bridge and windows of the- 
houses were als^ quite full of gazers, who, it 
would seem, were not very familiar with a speo 
tacle of this kind. 
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'Ciiaumont. — Amboise . — Singular dwellings. — Tours. — -Ca- 
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. Loire.— Saumar.-^Saiat FIorent.^«>Cbantoceau. — Duden.— 
Clermont. 

In leaving Blois, as in entering ity the view is 
very delightful. The city being placed upon the 
side of a hill appears to great advantage, and you 
see nothing of the narrow, dirty streets, the pov-* 
erty and misery^ which it actually presents to 
your eye upon close examination. A person 
merely passing through the place, without stop- 
ping at all, might imagine it a beautiful city, 
though in fact it is entirely the reverse. 

After quitting Blois, the scenery was very 
4>retty; but no remarkable object attracted my at- 
tention, until reaching the large chateau of Chau- 
raont, situated upon a lofly eminence, with a 
pretty little hamlet below, almost buried in trees. 
The chateau is a fine, majestic looking building, 
and its commanding situation, the beautiful trees, 
which cover the sides of the hill, upon which it 
stands, and its ancient and venerable appearance, 
combined to render it a most interesting object. 

As we advanced the country became more di- 
versified, and a number of neat villages skirted 
the borders of the river. At the town of Am- 
boise, which, though not well built, is delightfully 

sitaatod upon the right bank of the Loire, the 

15 
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river is divided by an island, and two bridges, one 
of stone and the other of wood, with stone piers, 
connect it to the opposite banks. An immense 
chateau, partly embedded in trees, is situated 
npon a high elevation, commanding the town. 
The stone bridge, which connects Amboise with 
the islu|d, is formed of arches, and when the 
steam-boat passed under, the chimaey was low- 
ered so as to be almost horizontal with the deck*, 
and I found, upon inquiry, that it was the same 
with all the boats, which are so constructed, that 
the chimney or mast, whichever it may be, can 
be lowered to pass the bridge, instead of having 
a draw, the absence of which renders the bridges 
in France much more safe, because much more 
solid in construction, than ours. 

From Amboise the prospect continued very de- 
lightful ; but we came to no villages of any im- 
portance, until reaching Mont Louis, which is 
remarkable for the following singularity. All 
the houses, except a small hamlet in front, are 
cut into a perpendicular rock, with the chimnies 
coming out at the top of it. In front there are 
holes, for windows and doors, which appear like 
so many swallows' nests, rather than the habita- 
tions of human beings. Some of them, however, 
are said to be very comfortable residences ; the 
walls within being ceiled with boards, and the 
houses, if so they may be called, decently fur-^ 
nished. Others are used only as store houses, 
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«T iniiabtted by some poor wretches, who are 
gkd to find any shelter from excessive heat, 
or inclement wekther, however comfortless thait 
shelter may be. We afterwards saw a large 
number of similar caves, before reaching Tours ; 
and frequently observed persons walking about 
within them. 

In approaching Tours, I was enchanted with 
the situation and appearance of the city, and the 
superb stone bridge, of fifteen arches, which is 
thrown across the river Loire in front of it, to the 
faubourg upon the opposite side, as at Blois. 
The most conspicuous object, as we advanced, 
was the Cathedral, with its two fine, gothie tow- 
ers of lofty height; and as the boat drew nearer 
to the shore, we saw the handsome ' Hotel de 
Ville and another large building near it, both re* 
cently constructed, and facing the river, only a 
short distance from its banks. Farther to the 
right, and nearer the centre of the city, were to 
be discerned the stone towers of the ancient 
abbey of St. Martin's. 

Alighting from the boat, by means of a staging 
put upon wheels, which is drawn into the water 
ibr the want of a wharf, or any other more suita- 
ble landing place, we passed through a part of 
the Rue Royale, a very broad, handsome street, 
to the Hotel du Faisant. This we found crowd- 
ed with Tisiters, and scarcely succeeded in ob- 
taining lodgings. By means of a littl^ manage- 
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ment on the put of the landlady, however, we 
were very well acGommodated, and after dinner 
walked out to see the city. 

The evening was far from pleasant, and the 
hazy, thick atmosphere portended approaching 
rain; but the city was so well lighted, that we 
found our way without the slightest difficulty to 
the X^athedral, and seeing a door open, we en- 
tered by a small vestibule into the interior of the 
church, where a most solemn and impressive 
scene was exhibited to our view. A few candles, 
scattered here and there in the different naves ' 
and chapels, cast a dim, indistinct light around 
the extensive edifice, just rendering visible the 
high vaulted roof, and noble dusters of gothic 
columns, which supported it. A deep, dark shade 
almost wholly obscured the chapels behind the 
choir, so that the eye in vain endeavored to dis- 
tinguish any of the objects within them, darkness 
and gloom being alone discernible. 

The chapel for the dead, in one of the side 
naves, was entirely hung with black, and a 
crucifix, with a full sized statue of the Savior, 
was placed above the altar. A sepulchral lamp 
was suspended from the ceiling, which at one mo- 
ment emitted a feeble,, flickering light, as if just 
expiring, and then again beamed up for an instant, 
in a bright stream, casting a strong reflection 
upon the crucifix, the altar, and all the mournful 
decorations of the chapeJ, only to throw them inta 
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deeper obscurity, when the flame again died 
tiway, as suddenly as it had risen. 

But in tlte midst of this silence and darkness, 
more than one human form was seen kneeling 
upon the stone pavement of the church, in earnest 
and humble devotion; and so apparently lost and 
absorbed were they in mental- pray^, for no 
sound issued from their lips, that they had rather 
the appearance of statues, than of living beings. 
There could be no hypocrisy, no deception in 
this. They had not sought the broad glare 
of day, to be seen by the eyes of men ; but 
with unquestionably heart-felt piety, they had 
retired from the busy world, to perform their 
devotions in secret and alone. Such was the 
scene, which inspired us all with a feeling of 
solemnity and awe, not easily described; and 
long, very long will it be, ere the impression of 
it will fade from my memory. 

We next walked to the towers of Charlemagne 
and St. Martin's, at the other side of the city, 
. and on our way to them, passed through a 
number of wide, paved streets, with excel- 
lent side-walks, and the lighted windows dis- 
playing many fancy articles of much taste and 
beauty. Some of the streets were, to be sure, 
narrow and crooked,and the houses dingy enough; 
but there was a very much larger proportion of 
fine streets and handsome buildings, than either in 

Orleans or Blois. The two towers, just mention- 

15* 



I 



174 FRANCE. 

ed, are aU that remaias of the aacient abbey of 
St. Martin's, much celebrated in its time. We 
obtained a yery good view of them, although it 
was evening, as indeed we did of a considerable 
part of the city, through which we waadered by 
chance, and returned to our lodgings, quite sat- 
isfied with having seen so much of Tours, which 
we feared not to see at all, as the steam-boat, the 
same which we came in from Blois, was to leave 
for Nantes before day-light in the morning. 

At the Hotel du Faisant, we were regaled 
with a concert afler dinner, during the desert. 
There were five musicians, two of them females^ 
and one went round the table with her little box, 
to collect their pay. A small trifle always satis- 
lies them; and one would be willing to give twicjs 
the sum that is customary, to hear such sweet 
music, as some of these wandering musicicms are 
capable of producing. The instruments, which 
were played this evening, were a harp and two 
guitars. 

When we arose, early the next mornipg, 
it rained very violently, and continued to do so 
for many hours, confining me entirely to the lit- 
tle close cabin, much to my regret and disap- 
pointment. But at length the rain ceased, the 
clouds broke away, and we had every prospect, of 
fair weather. This soon drew all the comp^py 
' upon deck, to enjoy the ^elightfpl cquAtry) which 
we were passing through. Cities and villages^ 
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large and smalJ^coatiaJjaJly succeeded each other, 
and the beautifuli verdant lawna, some of them 
covered with trees, the little bright green islands 
Ibrfli^d in the river, the handsome arched 
bridges, CKOssing it at intervals, and the an- 
cient chateaus, which, with their fine gothic ar* 
chitecture^ their turrets, towers, buttresses, and 
ramparts, crowned elevated summita upon its 
banks; — ail these varied objects composed a most 
picturesque and charnujag prospect. In passing 
the city of Saumur, I counted no less than thirty 
windmills, most of them in motion, stretching out 
in a line, upon a hill back of the city, producing 
an exceedingly lively and pretty efiect. 

Until arriving at Saumur the weather had been 
so unpleasant, and the air so chilly, that I had 
been oflen obliged to go below, into the gentle- 
men^s cabin, and see the country as I could 
through the windows, returning upon deck when 
aoy very remarkable object was to be observed. 
But towards the latter part of the afternoon, the 
sun shone out clear and pleasant, the air became 
mild and agreeable, and I was enabled to enjoy 
the sight of a country, even more interesting than 
we had already passed. 

The most deeply so to me was the town of St. 
Floreut and the adjoining country, one of the 
theatres of the w^ of La Vendee. The town is 
prettily situated upon a hill, with a deep descent 
to the river. The most prominent objects in it, 
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are a church, a large chateau, and a column 
erected to the memory of the brave and virtuous 
Marquis of Bonchamp, who perished at the pas- 
sage of the Loire. Not far from thence is the 
very spot, where the hundred thousand Ven- 
deans, commanded by Bonchamp, crossed the 
Loire, of which only eight or ten thousand return- 
ed, the remainder having been cut off in battle, 
made prisoners, or driven back to the river by the 
victorious republicans, and drowned in its waters. 
Here then was the actual scene of many of those 
most affecting incidents, so pathetically described 
by Madame de Larochejaquelein in her Memoirs, 
which I had years since perused with almost pain- 
ful interest, little dreaming that the places, which 
witnessed them, would ever be presented to my 
own eyes. 

As we continued onward many memorable 
spots were pointed out to us, and the scenery be- 
came more and more enchanting at every step. 
At one spot we saw the chateau of Chantoceau, 
beautifully placed upon the summit of a very 
high grass-clad hill; and opposite, upon a plain 
extending back from the river, was seen the large, 
handsome tower of Ouden, of an octagon form, 
which has existed six hundred years, and from 
its perfect state of preservation is likely to con- 
tinue for as many years to come. Then follow- 
ed a succession of high, towering rocks, covered 
with green verdure, bringing to our recollection 
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the faighlands upon the Hudson, ta which they ' 
bore a striking roseEnblance. They were not so • 
lofly, it is true, nor as a whole so fine, occupying 
hut one side of the river; but still most grand and 
majestic. Upon the summit of one stood the no- 
ble chateau of Clermont, rising in solitary gran- 
deur above all i»irrounding objects. The sun was 
setting most brilliantly, gilding this beautiful cha-^ 
teau and the tops of the hills with its bright red 
beams, which were reflected upon the smooth 
expanse of water, so as to paint the whole charm- 
ing landscape upon its silver bosom. 

The boat passed rapidly along, as we feasted 
our eyes upon the beauties^ which were every 
where displayed around us, until, after a lovely 
twilight, darkness closed ia, and the damps of 
evening obliged me to leave the deck. At half- 
paet eight o'clock we arrived at Nantes. A por- 
ter conducted us to the Hotel de France, situated 
upon the Place Gralin, where an excellent din- 
ner and very good accommodations of every 
kind, awaited us. 
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Early after breakVast on the morrow, (October 
19th) we commenced our examination of the cu- 
riosities of Nantes, beginning with the handsome 
Theatre, which occupies the whole of one side 
of the Place Gralin. The front is formed of 
eight columns, supporting a portico, and at 
the top of the building are eight statues, to 
correspond with them. From the Place Gralin, 
we walked to the Cours Henri Quatre, which is 
a walk planted with trees, and bordered on one 
side bj a range of handsome houses ; next, to 
the Place Royale, a large, regular built square ; 
and then to the Bourse, entering one or two 
churches on the way, neither of them remarkable. 

The Bourse is a very neat, handsome building, 
the interior ornamented with columns, and the 
front constructed, like the Theatre, with pillars 
and statues, and opening upon a pretty enclosure, 
with alleys of trees, which is used as a public 
promenade, and as a flower market. 

Another pleasant public walk is formed by the 
quays, which are well constrocted, and remark- 
ably free from dirt and rubbish of any descriptioq, 
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Two rows of 'elm trees are planted along their 
whole extent, forming a street between them, and 
and rendering the walk'cool and shady. A hand- 
some block of buildings, chiefly private dwellings, 
with balconies in front, occupies one side. 

In returning along the quays, we entered the 
church of Notre Dame, a small, neat building, 
possessing nothing to admire within; but pre- 
senting a curious aspect in approaching it, though 
the effect was not bad. There are no ornaments 
or even windows in front, which is one flat, uni- 
form surface of stone. Above the building rises 
a small cupola. The Mint, and the Market- 
house, which I also visited, are both very hand- 
some buildings. 

At twelve o'clock, military mass was to be per- 
formed in the Cathedral, and we bent our steps 
thitherward ; but when we reached it, finding that 
the mass would not commence for more than half 
an hour, we repaired to the public promenade, 
situated very near the Cathedral. This walk is 
divided into a double avenue of elm trees, with a 
broad, spacious promenade between them, sepa- 
rated, at the centre, by a space, in which is 
erected a splendid colossal statue of Louis 
Sixteenth. It is raised, like a terrace, above the 
streets at each end of it, with flights of steps to 
descend into them. At the sides of each flight 
are two pedestals bearing statues. At one end 
they represent two Constables of Frai^ce, and at 
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the other Anne *of Brittany, and her husband, Ai''^ 
thur Third, Doke of Brittany. Ode extremity 
of the walk {^resents you with a good view of a 
part of the city, including an ancient fortress ; 
and at the other is a more beautiiul prospect still, 
of the city and of the river Eudre. Descending 
the steps, at this side, we walked to the Hotel de 
la Prefecture, a noble stone building, with two 
handsome fronts, one facing the river, and the 
other the cathedral. The Hotel de Ville is like^- 
wise very handsome, and occupies three sides of 
a square. The fourth is the entrance, wblbh con* 
sists of a beautiful stone arch. 

We now returned to the Cathedral, and I took 
a chair in the chief nave, gentlemen alone being 
allowed to go into the choir. I first, however, 
examined the most remarkable thing contained in 
the church, which is the monument of Francis 
Second, Duke of Brittany, father to Anne of Brit- 
tany, who caused it to be erected. Recumbent 
figures of the Duke and his lady are upon the top 
of the tomb, and at the corners are four figures, 
one having two faces, emblematical of dissimula- 
tion. Around the tomb are some finely executed 
bas-reliefs. Hiere are no other ornaments of con-^ 
sequence in the Cathedral, the interior of which, 
however, is, in its style of architecture, grand and 
imposing. The front, upon the outside, presents 
two towers, strikingly difierent from those of Qr^ 
leans, being heavy and destitute of beauty. 
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X^resently the roll of drums, and the sound of 
Many instruments, announced the approach of the 
jnilitary, for whose especial benefit the mass was 
to be performed. The band first entered, passing 
up through the length of the central nave, and 
stationing themselves in the. choir; followed by 
sappeurs, with their immense fur caps, loQg 
beards, and glistening axes. Then came the pri- 
vates, who r ranged themselves in files on each 
side the nave, leaving a space between for the 
general, his staff, and other officers, to pass up to 
the choir. The mass consisted almost entirely of 
music, played by the band, and lasted, perhaps, 
half an hour. The priest was employed at the 
altar, during the time, but did not speak suffi- 
ciently loud to be heard by any one. The effect 
of the whole was very impressive, though not 
bearing much resemblance to a religious service, 
except that we saw the priest, and were in a 
church. The music was very beautiful, and 
sounded peculiarly well, echoing along the vault- 
ed roof of the Cathedral. After mass was con- 
cluded they all retired in the same order that they 
entered. . " • 

A great crowd of people attended, so large as 
nearly to fill the church. Many of them were 
very genteelly dressed ladies and gentleinen, 
whom I often observed standing in close contact 
with wretchedly dirty and offensive beggars. 
This is. I. think, an inconvenience in attending 
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Roman Catholic churches, on the continent o( 
Europe, that thej have no division for difierent 
classes of people; and as vagrants avail them- . 
selves of the common right to enter the church at 
all times, you often find yourself in an extremely 
disagreeable and uncomfortable situation, from 
their near neighborhood, without being able at 
all to rid yourself of them. 

AAer the crowd had dispersed, we ascended to 
the tdp of the tower, where the view is very beaur- 
tiful, of all the adjoining country, as well as of 
the city itself. Here we had another instance of 
the ignorance of the lower classes of persons in 
this country respecting Americans. One of the 
gentlemen of the party asked the guide, who 
conducted us, if there were any Americans in 
Nantes. Oh! yes, he replied, we have plenty of 
negroes and mulattoes. And this he said with all 
seriousness, not suspecting that we were Ameri- 
cans, and greatly astonished when he discovered 
it. This was the third time, within a few days, 
that we had met with instances of the same kind, 
for in addition to the old man at Blois, there were 
two female domestics at the hotel at Tours, whom 
it was almost impossible to convince, that all who 
came from our country were not black; and when 
they saw three persons, as white as themselves y to 
to use their own words, claiming to be Ameri- 
cans, it seemed quite too much for them to believe. 

With the Cathedral I ended toy researches la 
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Ike city of Nantes, which is one of the handsom- 
est of the French cities I have yet seen. It con- 
tains a large number of sightly edifices and welt- 
built streets; and being a seaport ;i there is much 
appearance of bustle and activity, which you do 
not see in the inland towns, and which always 
gives a stranger an agreeable impression of a 
piace, as indicating prosperity and success of 
trade. As compared with Boston, and many of 
our American cities, Nantes may be considered 
quite inferior in beauty : but comparing it with 
other French cities, it certainly holds a distin- 
^ished place. The number of inhabitants is 
about eighty thousand. 

' At ten, the next morning, we left Nantes 
for Rochelle. In going out of the city, we passed 
over six bridges connecting small islands, of 
which there are a large number formed in this part 
of the river ; and the road then leads through a 
tract of the most wretched looking country imagi- 
nable. For the most part it is a mere swamp, 
only varied by extensive plains, very imperfectly 
cultivated, atid not possessing a single object at- 
tractive to the eye. The roads were excessively 
bad, and at times it seemed impossible for the six 
miserable looking animals, attached to the dili- 
gence, to draw the heavy vehicle through the 
deep quagmires, into which the wheels would 
aink, nearly to the hubs. The poor creatures 
were beaten most unmercifully by their inhuman 
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drivers, the two postillions, who seemed to have 
no compassion or consideration for them. 

The dress of these postillions, a fair specimen 
of what it is in most parts of France, was very 
peculiar and ladicrous. They wore blue cottoki 
frocks, descending to the knee, and fastened 
at th^ neck like a shirt. Their glazed hats, 
painted of any color to suit their fancy, were 
small at the bottom of the crown, and spread out 
broad at the top, and, with a wide brim turned 
up a little at the ears, served in place of umbrel^ 
las to keep off the rain. But the most amusing 
part of their dress, was the huge leather boot^ 
coming up above the knee, and so large, at that 
part, as nearly to admit another pair of legs, in 
addition to those they already covered. These 
boots are so exceedingly heavy, that it seems a 
great exertion to lift the feet after they are once 
planted upon the ground; and their whole dress, 
springled over with mud and dirt, added to their 
ugly unbecoming hats, certainly rendered them 
most ill-looking objects, exactly comparing with 
the miserable establishment of which they form a 
part. By this I do not mean the diligence itself; 
but the horses and harnesses, the lifter being 
usually, a oombination of ropes, and of old leather 
so cracked and rusty, that I think a brush could 
never have been applied to it, since the first hour 
it was made. The horses bore all the marks of 
being ill used and itt kept; and tb^ir tai]^, tied 
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top sometimes with wisps of straws^ completed 
the deformity of their whole appearance. 

Such is a true, and not exaggerated, picture of 
what we had hefore our eyes for maiiy hours, on 
our way to Rochelle; and when you consider tho 
dreary scenery around us, and the wretchedly 
poor looking hamlets and villages through which 
we passed, — the houses often much worse than 
the log huts in the wilds of Maine, — you will not 
wonder at the pleasure we experienced, when, 
upon arriving at the boundary between the 
^lepartraent of the Loire Inferieure and La Ven- 
dee, the scene was suddenly and entirely changed 
as if by magic. 

Instead of the ^sloughs of despond,' through 
which we had scarcely dragged along, the road 
became as fine as any I ever beheld, and bor- 
dered on each side with wide spread heaths, 
blooming with beautiful heath flowers, yellow 
and pink, mingled with large quantities of bright 
green broom, and occasionally enclosed with 
clipped hedges. Sometimes the road would wind 
down into little shady dells, with thick groves of 
trees on either side, and in rising from them, 
delightfully varied prospects extended before us, 
as far as the eye could reach. I soon forgot all 
the horrors of the preceding hours, — the poor 
horses, the postillions, and their huge boots,<9— 
and gave myself up to the pleasing reflections 
awakened by the scenes now presented tQ me, and 
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the coDSciousness^ that I was passing through 
La Vendee. 

We came to one spot, where was fought a most 
bloody battle, between the republicans command- 
ed bj General Hoche, and the Vendeans under 
General Charette, in which ten thousand persons 
were lefl dead upon the field. It so happened, 
that an old man, who had belonged to the repub- 
lican army at the time, was seated just before the 
coupeey and accidentally discovering this to be 
the case, the gentlemen entered into conversa- 
tion with him, and he related many very interest- 
ing anecdotes concernii^ the battle. He had 
often seen the two Larochejaqueleins and the 
Marquis de Lescure and his wife: — and being a 
postillion at the time of Bonaparte's defeat at 
Waterloo, he had carried off Maria Louisa and 
the young King of Rome. He still serves as a 
postillion, and drove us the latter part of the way. 
He seemed to be very intelligent and communi- 
cative, and, like all old soldiers, was glad to. find 
some one ready to listen to hia past adventures. 

In some places, we remarked that the trees 
were of very small growth, and apparently young. 
The old postillion informed us that they were. ac- 
tually so, all the trees having been cut down by 
the government during the war, as affordjng too 
strong a hold for the insurgents. 

Towards eveni^ig we arrived at. the city of 
Bourbon Vendee, which was built by Napoleon, 
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and formerly called NapoleQnyille. The Cathe* 
dral^ near which we. passed, was rather, a striking 
looking building; but the general situation of the 
citj wa^ far from pleasant. We dined at the Hor 
tel d'Europe, and the room, in. which dinner was 
served, gaye strong, evidence, that altbpugh the 
name of the city was changed, some of its inhab- 
itants, at least, were in spirit true to its great 
founder. The laAdscape paper presented a series 
of the difiereht battles in which Napoleon was 
engaged; and in several of them his figure was 
very conspicuous, and so Just a resemblance too, 
that no one could doubt, an instant, fpr whom it 
was intended. We have very frequently, in this 
part of France, heard sentiments expressed, that 
proved the speakers to be Bonapartists in heart, 
while the whole Bourborn family are evidently 
unpopular, to a very great degree, and particu- 
larly among the lower classes of society. Charles 
Tenth and the prie9ts seem to be equally dis- 
liked, and I may say denounced, by them, and I 
never heard a singly voice speak in praise of the 
King or Daupliin. 

Our ride froqa Boprbpn Vendee to Rochelle 
WAS wearisome indeed. Few circumstances ar^ 
more trying to the patience, than to be riding all 
night ip a coficb, where it, is impos^ibl&to sleep, 
and where there a^e no ext^erior objects to at- 
tract the attention, and keep off the ennui and 
pain/ul drowsiness, incident upon such a situa* 
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tioD. But in France one mast either stay by thd 
diligence day and night, if he has a long journey 
before him, or run the risk of not finding a place 
Again for many days. Consequently those, who 
have no time to spare, are in a manner obliged 
to ride during the night, and thus oflen lose a 
great deal, by passing through a delightful coun-' 
try, without being able to see it. 

At five o'clock in the morning, (Tuesday, the 
twenty-second,) we reached RocheTle, and, after 
four or five hours of profound sleep, I arose 
much refreshed, and prepared, when breakfast 
was concluded, for our usual ramble in a new 
city. But I was extremely disappointed as to 
the appearance of Rochelle. I had heard it 
spoken of as a pretty place, and found it one of 
the most homely and ordinary ones I had ever 
been in. Scarcely a building, of genteel aspect, 
was to be seen; and the streets, almost universal- 
ly, were dirty, narrow, and irregular. The ex- 
ception to this was three or four streets, near the 
Cathedral, bordered with buildings forming ar- 
cades at the bottom, and sather pretty in this 
respect; but after seeing the splendid Rue de 
Rivoli in Paris, all streets of this kind must 
necessarily appear hiferior. 

The Cathedral is not in any way remarkable, 
either within or without; and the Place d'Armes, 
upon which it stands, although a large square, is 
not particularly handsome. The church of Saint 
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Sairior is, as a whele, quite ordinary; but the 
chief altar, of white marble, is very neat aud 
pretty. It is eaclosed by an iron balustrade, 
with gilded onuunents; and the steps, and floor 
in front of it, are composed of different colored 
marbles. One of the most conspicuous objects 
in the church is a i^ip suspended from the wall, 
probably relating to the vow of some mariner; — 
and it is further remarkable, for being divided 
into pews, the first I have seen in a Roman 
Catholic church. The Bourse is constucted 
upon the same plan with that at Antwerp, but is 
very much inferior to it in size and beauty. The 
Theatre possesses nothing, in its appearance, to 
attract or please the eye. 

The harbor of Rochelle is rather pretty than 
otherwise, and at each side of the entrance are 
large stone towers, which produce an imposing 
effect. The works executed in the harbor, for 
the protection of the city against attacks by sea, 
arc very extensive and quite celebrated. 

At two o'clock^ the same aflernoon, we lefl 
Rochelle for Roci^efort, not at all to my regret, 
as I could have no desire to remain in so 
dismal a city, longer than a few hours. The 
country, through which we passed to Rochefort, 
was extremely lonely, and destitute of interest. 
The villages were few in number, and scanty. 
sigOB of cultivation were to be observed in the 
long intervals between them. The road was. 
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however, very excellent, and often passed close 
to the sea-shore. 

At one post, where the horsed were changed, I 
strolled along the beach, and collected some 
shells, to while away the time. Just beyond this 
place, a French gentleman pointed out to us a 
small tongue of land, extending out into the sea, 
which, he said, was the spot were Napoleon em- 
barked in a little boat, to go on board the Belle- 
rophon, when he surrendered himself to the 
English. Not far from it, he shewed us the little 
foot path, by which the fallen monarch had pro- 
ceeded to the sea-side, to throw himself upon the 
mercy of his enemies, and as it proved, to be by 
them forever exiled from his country, never more 
to behold these shores, to which he was now bid- 
ding a sorrowful adieu, and towards which he 
doubtless cast many a ' longing, lingering look,' 
as they receded from his sight. 

Upon leaving this spot the country became 
rather more interesting, and continued so until 
our arrival at Rochefort, at five o'clock. The 
entrance to the city, through a faubourg without 
the walls, is very pretty, exhibiting an exten- 
sive esplanade, planted with avenues of trees. 
Rochefort is celebrated for its arsenal, and other 
works relating to the French marine; but the 
weather being very unpleasant, I did not attempt 
to see more of the city, than the occasional 
glimpses of different parts of it, which I could ob- 
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tain in entering and leaving it. The next day 
we started for Blaye. The only remarkable 
thing, which I observed on the way, before 
reaching Saint es, was fields of Indian corn, the 
iirst I have seen growing in Europe. Great 
quantities of it were hung up to dry upon the 
sides of the houses. 

At Saintes, we remained long enough to dine, 
and to see the principal curiosities of the place, 
before tKe diligence was in readiness to depart. 
This city is of very ancient date, and contains 
some monuments of antiquity. One of the most 
striking is the triumphal arch, formerly erect- 
ed upon the bauk of the river Gharente, which 
having changed its bed, the arch is no;v in the 
midst of the river, and in fact, forms part of a 
bridge erected in modern times, by which means 
it is better preserved. The church of St. Eu- 
trope is said to contain curiosities interesting to 
antiquarians, and its elevated tower is the most 
conspicuous object, in approaching Saintes. — 
The ruins of a Roman amphitheatre and aque- 
duct are near the road, upon the right hand in 
leaving the city. 

The road now passes for a long distance up 
an ascent, in some places quite steep, and af- 
fording a pleasant view of the surrounding coun- 
try, which is well cultivated, and abounds with 
extensive vineyards. Just at dark we passed 
through Pons, a city of considerable extent. 
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eminent in former times, and at one o'clock ia 
the night arrived at Blaje. 

The Hotel de I'Union, where we passed the 
remainder, of the night, was a dreary looking 
place, and the rooms, with their dirty, coarse 
board floors, very badly aired; a pretty fair indi- 
cation that the Hotel had not been much fre^ 
quented. The bed-clothes, however, were clean 
and dry ; and I slept very soundly until ten in the 
morning, when, after partaking of an excellent 
breakfast, we went on board the steam boat for 
Bordeaux. This boat was much larger than the 
last we were in, and the cabin quite pleasant and 
commodious ; the company was numerous; and 
we had a very agreeable sail of a few hours, which 
brought us to Bordeaux early on Thursday. 
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The approach to BordeaUic by water is ex- 
ceedingly fine. Before landing, we passed a 
long, uniform row of handsome buildings, and 
upQn the place in front were two beautiful trium- 
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pfhal columns recently erected. The harbor is 
full of shipping, not anchored along the wharves, 
as IS usually the case with us; but moored off in 
the river, having the appearance ofa large fleet. 
Among the different ships, we joyfully recognized 
the stars and stripes of our own dear country, 
upon the merchant ship Spartan, whose beauty 
was doubly enhanced by being placed in contrast 
with a number of Dutch vessels, with their square 
bows and clumsy looking hulls. At a little dis- 
tance from these was a beautiful French ship, its 
snow white flag waving gracefully to the breeze. 

In going from the boat to the Hotel de France, 
we. passed through the flne square containing 
the triumphal columns, and planted, in some 
parts of it, with regular avepues of trees. Large, 
splendid buildings, a pretty cafcy and a small 
theatre, have been very recently erected here, 
and some of the buildings are not even yet com- 
pleted. 

The following day aAer our arrival at Bor- 
deaux, we employed in walking about the city, 
which we found to exceed the high expectations, 
which we had formed of it, from the observations 
of other persons, who had visited it. 

The Theatre is a spacious and richly deco- 
rated edifice, surrounded by porticos, and or- 
namented in front with columns supporting a 
balustrade, upon which are a, range of statues 

corresponding to the columns. From thence we 
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trarersed the Place Royale, one of the hand* 
someBt in Bordeaux, and now occupied with 
little booths and stalls, temporarily erected for 
the great fair, which is held at this season, and 
where are sold all varieties of small merchan- 
dize. It was perfectly crowded with persons 
buying and selling, and often presented a very 
lively and amusing scene. The houses and other 
buildings, around the place, are lofty and regular, 
and in the centre is a beautiful fountain. 

We next passed through a handsome stone 
gate, to the magnificent bridge thrown over the 
Garonne, which excels in beauty any I have 
seen in [Europe. It is supported upon sixteen 
arches, beautifully finished, and the two side 
walks form elevated terraces. They are covered 
with gravel, and different kinds of figures are 
formed upon them, with small stones. The cen- 
tral walk is, likewise, overspread with gravel. 
One great peculiarity, which tTiis bridge pos- 
sesses, is, that you may walk from one end of it 
to the other, through a gallery, constructed within 
tbe arches, and lighted by little windows open- 
ing upon the water ^long the side of the "bridge. 
The view, from either of the terraces, is very 
beautiful, and long- ranges of superb edifices are 
seen, extending, in a semicircular form, along 
each side of the stone gate before mentioned. 

*Our next point was the church of St. Michel, 
which is remarkable for the beauty of its gofhic 
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architecture; and for the pplendor of its interior 
decorations. The chapels, at each side, are en- 
closed by rich iron gates, surmounted with gilt 
bordering, and thej are nearly all ornamented 
with a great profusion of gilding and marble. 
Some of the ornaments are in bad taste ; but the 
efiect of the whole is very splendid. The pulpit 
is composed of compartments of variegated mar- 
bles, divided by beautifully carved wood work. 
The steps, leading to it, are of marble and wood 
to correspond. The sounding board represents 
the angel Michael, with a drawn sword in his 
hand| and cherubim at his feet, 

I>irectly opposite the church, is a tower, called 
the Tower of St. Michel, which possesses the 
singular property of preserving dead bodies from 
decay* We first went to the top-, to enjoy a beau- 
tiful view of Bordeaux and the harbor, and after- 
wards descended to the vault. It was quite a 
large room, with the bodies ranged around against 
the walls. Some of them had been dead for the 
period of eight hundred years ; but still the fea- 
tures, and most of the limbs, remained entire, 
and the skin was precisely like parchment. Upon 
the head of one there was young hair growing 
out> as smooth and sofl as an infantas. Many of 
them had been distinguished characters while 
living; and among others a Knight of Malta. 
In the centre of the vault was a large heap of 
boops; and of the dust of the dead; seventeen feet 
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in depth. I will not attempt to describe the feel- 
ingSy with which I gazed upon these enduring- 
remnants of mortality, and upon these inanimate 
forms, which retained the lineaments of life, 
when the vital principle had been for so many 
centuries extinct. 

On the same day I visited the Cathedral, aa 
immense building of the gothic style, and which 
would be very elegant, in its extetior, were it not 
that the view of it is almost totally concealed, on 
every side, by houses, that entirely destroy the 
effect, which would otherwise be produced by an 
edifice of its large size, and beauty of architec- 
ture. The two spires, rising above the surround- 
ing buildings, are extremely light and beautiful. 
The interior of the church is imposing and grand, 
like others of similar style. Upon the same place 
with the Cathedral is a sumptuous building, sur- 
rounding a court, called the Chateau Royal, for- 
merly the palace of the Archbishop. The court 
is enclosed by iron gates, with the royal arms 
over the centre. From thence we pursued 
our way to the Rue de Chapeaa Rouge, a fine 
broad street, very highly and justly celebrated, 
nearly all the buildings upon which are lofty and 
of much beauty. The Exchange, situated in this 
street, is a noble edifice, originally constructed 
with an open area and covered arcades around it; 
but owing to the great press of business, it was 
found that the arcades were not sufficiently exien- 
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slve to shelter all the merchants in unpleasant 
weather, and a roof was, therefore, thrown over 
the whole, forming one vast hall. The galleries 
are now filled with shops. 

Not far from the Rue de Ghapeau Rouge, is 
the Place de Tourny, where is erected a statue 
of Tourny, a former mayor of the city. This 
statue has one striking defect, the dispropor- 
tionate smallness of the pedestal, which imparts 
an air of insignificance to the whole monument. 
It stands in a fine open square, with beautiful, 
spacious avenues leading from it, and of course it 
requires that the statue should be colossal or 
equestrian, to appear to any advantage, which now 
it certainly does not. The avenues, called Alices 
<le Tourny, are much frequented as a promenade. 
Thus finished the day's rambles, which had af- 
forded me much gratification. 

The next day we walked to the Place St. Ju- 
lien, remarkable for its beautiful gate, which has 
the aspect of a fine triumphal arch; and from 
thence to the new Hospital, or Hotel Dieu, a 
most magnificent stdne building, beautifully con- 
structed, with a portico in front' supported by 
four large columns, and a range of buildings ex- 
tending from it to each side. Above the centre 
of the portico rises a dome. A very fine street 
passes to the Hospital on one side; and a little 
farther on is a pleasant walk, planted with trees, 

^led tb9 Allees d' Albret. 

17* 
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After tbis I visited a number of chorehes, none 
of them particularly worthy of remarky except the 
Eflise dea Feuillans, and that of Notre Dame; 
the former, as containing the monument of Moo* 
taignoy and the latter for its beautiful arcfaitec- 
turci its chief altar being composed ef <me solid 
block of marble. The choir is enclosed with 
gates of iron. The monument, just mentioned, 
consists of a white marble cenotaj^, ornamented 
with various carved figures. Upon it recHnes a 
fttlMength statue of Montaigne^ in armor, with a 
casque at his head, and a pair of gloves at his 
side. His feet are supported by a lion. 

The Palais de Justice is a very beautiful pile 
of buildingSj occupying three sides of a large 
area, with gates upon the fourth side. The prin- 
cipal pile is surmounted by the royal arms. 

The Museum, in the neighborhood of the The- 
atre, possesses a fine collection of natural history, 
and of very viduable antiquities. The latter eod- 
siESt prineipaily of Roman statues, broken pedes- 
tals, large stones with Roman inscriptions upon 
-them, or earved with various figures^ and monu- 
ments forming part of tombs. Thei^e is^ also, a 
carved cenotaph^ supposed to have beenesecut^d 
before the Christian era. The library, belongiog 
to the same building, contains a very beautiful 
bast of Montesquieu^ TM ttiiffiber of books, e«m- 
peeing it, is oae hundred and thirty thousand* 

In returning home, we passed IbMi^sh tbe su^ 
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iNsd descending a flighl; of stefm, from the pla^, 
into a street borderiDg upop the river, we obtain- 
ed a fine view ^ the two beantiful triumphal 
ci^umns, just erected theroi which are exactly 
alikoi ornamented with loilitiu'y trophies from 
distance to distance upon the outside, and the 
top surmounted by statues* They are to be 
ascended like the column iu the Place Vca- 
doaie. Looking beyond the columns, to the ex* 
trcHuity of the place, you see the white marble 
pedestal, upon which a statue of Louis Sixteenth 
is to be erected; and further still, the deJightful 
Alices de Tourny, the noble p/ace, and the 
siatue of Tourny, which, if of proper height and 
wiei would be a beautiful object from this spot. 

The following mornipg, (October S5th) we 
arose early and walked to the Cemetery. This 
is a lacge square, enclosed within a wall, and 
•tnavedrsed by broad walks, bordered on each side 
with plain trees, their branches meeting at the 
top* On both sides of these alhya were rows of 
bMnttfttl monumeiits, many of them of similar 
<:tefislriictii»B, perlectly plain and simple; and otb- 
•era, more striking and elegant, representing the 
4i0effeat fssms -of temples, oolumns, pyramids, 
and obelisks. Tbe wrhele of the central spaces, 
jm the Cemetery, were apparently occupied with 
the graves of the po«r, as tbey were only marked 
by js piaio Uaak wooden cross, bearing the 
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names, ttges> time of birth and decease. These 
crosses were very numerous, and, unadorned as 
they were, produced a pleasing effect. 

Near the Cemetery is situated the church of 
Saint Bruno, which possesses one of the most 
rich and splendid altar-pieces to be found in 
France. It is composed entirely of marble, and 
the statues which adorn it are of exqjuisite beauty. 
When we came into the church, there were a 
great number of little boys, upon their knees, 
listening to the exhortations of the priest at the 
altar, and the attehtion, which they paid to the 
exercise, might have served as an example to 
many, older and wiser than themselves. 

Suspended from the ceiling of this church, we 
observed, immediately upon entering, a large 
white silk flag, with a figure of the Dutchess 
d'Angouleme upon it, having cherubs hovering 
about her head. The inscription hailed her as 
the guardian angel of France, and prayed for long 
life to the Bourbons, and that they might ever 
reign over the hearts of their people. This is 
one» among various other inscriptions of the kind, 
which we have seen ^t Bordeaux, professing the 
loyalty of its inhabitants to their sovereign and 
his family, a circumstance very unusual in the 
present state of things in France. 

The Jardin Public, to which we then repaired, 
is a very pleasant promenade, surrounded with 
treeS; and having a green lawn in the centre. It 
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Was originally intended to have been formed into 
a garden, but has never'been completed. The 
Allees d'Amour are a pleasant avenue of trees^ 
leading up to the front of the ancient church of 
Saint Seurin. The form of this church, and its 
gothic ornaments, are in very curious and whim- 
sical style. The interior contains nothing re- 
markable, except a large monument to the 
memory of a celebrated bishop, and a subterra- 
nean chapel, or vault, which is represented to be 
rather curious, but can only be seen^ when open- 
ed upon very particular religious occasions. 

We next came to the ruins of the ancient Am- 
phitheatre. A number of arches, and many of 
the black, heavy masses, once composing the 
building, still remain entire; and one may obtain 
a tolerably good idea of its former size and gran- 
deur. The whole of the interior of the ruin is 
filled up with wretched hovels, which not only 
destroys its venerable aspect, but must inevitably 
hasten its total destruction. How strange it is, 
that cities possessing such interesting monu- 
rnents of former times, should not be more care- 
ful to preserve them from decay ; and yet we 
often find them, either wantonly abused and in- 
jured, or else entirely neglected, and left to the 
destroying hands of any low, indigent person, 
who may choose to place a miserable hut within 
the precincts of what was once the pride and 
boast of the greatest of nations. 
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From the Amphitheatre we proceeded to the 
opposite extremity of the city, to see the interior 
of the bridge, which we had omitted doing, in 
our first visit to it. Arriving at the Place Roy- 
ale, I was astonished at the varied and mirthful 
scene, which it presented, and, till remembering 
that it was the season of the great fair, I could 
not imagine a cause for the vast collection of 
people assembled there. All kinds of games, 
shows, and sports were going on, and small tents 
were erected, in different parts of the place^ for 
those exhibitions, that were to be paid for. At 
the great variety of little booths and shops, to be 
met with at every step, were crowds, of children, 
with their attendants, purchasing toys, fruits, and 
cakes, which were displayed, by the eager sell* 
ers, in the greatest profusion and abundance, and 
cried up as being the best and cheapest to be had. 
' In another part of the place^ were two wkirll" 
g}g9. One consisted of rigged vessels with the 
sails spread, fastened at the ends of poles pro* 
jecting from a central post. Between the ves- 
sels were wooden horses, fastened to poles in the 
same manner. Upon these horses little boys 
were placed, each with a pointed stick in his 
hand, and then the whole was turned round, with 
the utmost rapidity. The object of the pointed 
sticks was, that the boys might catch upon them 
a small ring, which was held out to each, as they 
passed. If they succeeded in catching it, they 
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paid nothing for tbeir cowrse; but otherwise a few 
sous were demanded. The other was the same 
as this, only that there were six giraffes^ or eame- 
leopards, instead of the vessels and horses. 

- Within one of the corered tents was exhibited 
a boy, eleven years of age, who weighed a hun- 
dred and forty pounds. He was dressed in a blue 
merino robe, trimmed with gold, which <;ame 
down to the knees, and white pantalets below. 
Upon his head was a purple velvet cap, with 
plumes, one large one bending graceftilly over in 
front. He had very mild blue eyes, and his 
brown hair curled in ringlets around his forehead. 
Ifis features and complexion were altogether 
beautiful, and the expression of his countenance 
bright and happy. 

Another exhibition of the same kind, was a 
girl sixteen years old, nearly seven feet in height, 
but so perfectly well proportioned, that at first 
she did not appear of such enormous stature; but 
it became very apparent, when a gentleman con- 
siderably above the average height, stood by her 
side, and she passed her arm horizontally, back- 
wards and forwards abeve his head several times. 
There could be no deception, either, as she 
walked about, ascended and descended a flight of 
steps, and displayed her foot and ancle, which 
were in good proportion with the rest of her form. 
-Like the boy just mentioned, she had one of the 
sweetest faces I ever saw. 
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Then there was a young man, very fantastic- 
ally dressed, and having a leather strap around 
each ancle, to which hooks were fastened behind. 
He placed a sort of ladder, or rather plank, per- 
haps eight or ten feet long, with steps upon it, 
against the wall, and ascending to the top of it, 
attached one foot to one of the two iron rings, 
which were upon the board ; and then crossing 
his arms over his breast, he threw himself down 
on one side, and rose again without assistance 
and without moving his arms. He then fastened 
both hooks, and threw himself forward, raised a 
large iron weight in this position, and with a 
slight touch, from the man who stood by him, re- 
gained his former position. This achievement 
required great muscular strength, and seemed to 
fatigue the poor fellow very much, for he breathed 
short, and was in a profuse perspiration after 
having accomplished it. 

He was followed by a girl, twenty-five years of 
age, who was left an orphan, when very young, 
and had the jnisfortune nearly at the same time 
to lose both her hands. By means, however, ot* 
constant perseverance, she had learned to do with 
the mutilated stumps, almost all that we do with 
both hlBinds. I saw her knit part of a silk 
purse, work lace, make lace upon a frame, string 
very small beads, thread a needle, write, and 
pare an apple, with as much dexterity as any per- 
son, and all with the wrists alone. It was cer* 



BORDEAUX. 205 

iainly a wonderful exhibition, and I could scarcely 
have believed such a thing to be possible, had I 
not seen it with my own eyes. 

I was not) as you may suppose, agreeably im* 
pressed with this strange mode of passing Sun- 
day, so totally different from the manner in which 
it is observed in our country. It appears to me, 
too, a miserable way of spending time, and calcu- 
lated to produce any other than a good effect upon 
the minds of young persons, who are exposed to 
hear all kinds of vulgar and profane language, and 
to acquire a thousand bad habits, from the idle 
and dissolute, who are always to be found in 
such places. Here, too, poor people are tempted 
to spend, in foolish amusements and useless bau- 
bles, the little money, that they may have worked 
hard through the week to earn, and which, per- 
haps the very next day they may be in absolute 
want of. From these scenes I gladly turned, to 
pursue my way to the bridge, having been drawn 
aside from this object, by the irresistible curiosity 
of witnessing the manner in which a Sunday fete 
is held in France. 

Arriving at the bridge, we crossed over, and 
passed into the gallery upon the inside. This I 
found perfectly light, and nearly high enough for 
me to stand erect, with my bonnet on. I did not 
go entirely through, as there was no outlet at the 
other end; but advanced sufficiently to see the 
whole gallery, which reaches to the farthest ex- 
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tremity of the bridge. It is not, indeed, of macb 
use, except as a curiosity; but as such it is very 
pretty, and quite unique. Before leaving this^ 
spot for the last time, we stood upon the terrace 
of the bridge to admire the beautiful prospect, 
which we could not be weary of gazing upon. 
The great number of vessels, that seemed to cover 
the entire surface of the river, many of them with 
full spread sails, and the bright flags of almost 
every nation waving from the different masts, 
produced an indescribably beautiful effect, added 
to the splendid line of buildings, already de- 
scribed, and which have more the appearance of 
a range of palaces, than that of mere houses or 
magazines, as most of them are. 

Returning home, we again entered the Place 
Royale, and passed through the Exchange, where 
were collected, in the part occupied as shops, 
great numbers of the griseUes of the city and 
country; that is, girls of the lower rank, very 
prettily dressed in neat gingham gowns, and 
black silk aprons, witb the indispensable appen- 
dage of two pockets in front; and wearing upon 
their heads striped Madras handkerchiefs, twisted 
into tasteful turbans, and over their shoulders 
small merino handkerchiefs, all which had a 
charming effect. There was, beside these, an- 
other class, which seemed to be of more preten-' 
sion, who wore silk dresses and handsome lace 
caps, very much trimmed, instead of the striped 
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tarbaas of the other. The mark of distiaction ia 
dress between this latter class, and that of ladies 
is, that they wear no bonnets, these being exclu- 
sively confined to ladies alone. 

We arrived at our hotel just in time for din^ 
ner, and the next morning, before day-light, (Oc- 
tober twenty-sixth,) set off in the steam boat for 
Marmande, having spent three days mucbto our 
satisfaction in Bordeaux. It was by far the 
handsomest and most agreeaUe city I had 
seen in France, with the exception of Paris, and 
appears to be in a very flourishing situation. 
New buildings were going up, in various parts of 
k, and the great quantity of shipping in the har- 
bor, as well as the general activity, observable in 
all the public places of the city, evinced its suc- 
cessful enterprise. 
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The steam boat, in which we started for Mar- 
0iande, was a very pretty one, particularly the 
gentlemen's ciabin, which was neatly finished 
with a great deal of mahogany work, and was sur- 
rouiuled with mirrors. The ladies' cabin had a 
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profusion of gilding about it, and waa too tawdry 
to be handaome. Neither of them was carpeted, 
but each was covered with handsome red cloth, 
with jellow trimming. 

Among the variety of persons on board, there 
chanced to be quite a party of priests, one of 
them a most striking likeness of Napoleon. We 
had observed the resemblance, the moment we 
looked at him, and one of his companions af- 
terwards informed us, that the same remark had 
frequently been made before. He had a very 
mild, interesting countenance, and was quite pen* 
sive and silent, almost all the time he was in the 
boat. Several times, during the day, these priests 
collected together to read prayers aloud, and 
finished each time by crossing themselves, and 
repeating a short prayer mentally, covering their 
faces with their hands. 

I cannot but feel the greatest commiseration 
for this class of people in France. They are ex- 
cessively disliked by the great body of the nation, 
and paid a stipend so small, as scarcely to be suf- 
iictent, itself alone, to fin^ them bread. Never 
being allowed to marry, they have none of the 
endearments of home, nor any of the comforts 
and enjoyments of a happy fireside, to compen- 
sate them for the want of their people's confi- 
dence and love, or for the arduous and laborious 
duties, in which many of them are constantly en- 
gaged. They have appeared to me, as far as my 
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knowledge of them extends, to be very amiable, 
kind hearted men; and they are ever ready to give , 
a stranger any information in their power, as we 
have ourselves frequently experienced. 

The borders of the Garonne, between Bordeaux 
and Marmande, are not for the most part partic- 
ularly beautiful; but the very circuitous course, 
which the river pursues, often presents pleasing 
and varied ' landscapes. Of the several villages 
and towns, that we passed, LaReole and'Meil- 
Ian were the most remarkable. The former was . 
anciently fortified, and the ruins of its walls, 
and part of an old castle, are still to be seen. 
The most prominent object, however, is a large, 
handsoifie building, formerly the convent of the 
Benedictines, but now devoted to some public 
purpose. The town itself is prettily situated, 
covering the summit of a hill, and sloping down 
to the river. Meillan is built upon the top of a 
beetling steep, almost perpendicular in front, and 
as you sail along under it, the village seems ac- 
tually to foe among the clouds. The scenery 
around this spot is exceedingly romantic and pic- 
turesque. The road is seen winding along the 
»ide of the hiH, and a small cascade, falling from 
one of the height^^ increases the beauty of the 
view. 

At half-past eight o'clock^ in the afternoon, 
we arrived at Marmande. Landing from the 
Voat, we crossed over a large square^ nearly shoe 
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deep in mud, and filled, with travellers^ porters, 
and boot-blacks, aod entered a small tavern until 
some arrangements should be made to convey us 
to Agen, as, contrary to our expectations, we 
found no regular line of diligen^cea conneoled 
with the steam boat. A number of vehicles were 
standing round, in different parts, of the yard, 
some of them all in readiness to depart, in various 
ways, waiting only for t|he passengers, who, hav- 
ing, like ourselves, just arrived in the steam b^at, 
had entered the ino to obtain a cup of cofiee or 
tea, to prepare them for the fatigue of their noc- 
turnal journey. 

It was highly amusiog tO watch the proceed- 
ings of the different individuals in the tavern, and 
particularly of the females belonging to it, who 
seemed to amount to twenty at leas^, all busily 
engaged in making preparations for serving up the 
ample dinner, that was cooking before, the enor- 
mous, fire; and in an&weri^g to tho variousi de- 
mands of the travellers, who were, passing in 
and out, wi who, having no time to spare, hur- 
ried the poor womea this( way and that, until they 
hardly seemed to know whitlier to turn; and 
each crying out to the other to do, whiit she might 
just as well have done herself, credited s«j^2h a 
scene of confusion and tumult, as I never saw 
surpassed. An4 it wa^ impossible fqr i^e to un- 
derstand a singly word th^t w^ sajd, $^ i^^y all 
talked, ^ I shjonld say scra^vned^ in, tfce provin- 
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oial dialect of thie, coyj^tr^^,. ^ straoge mixture of 
Fr^Bcb, Sp,a^i3bx £^4 Itf^ian. 

Heaving procured fi;om ^ i^^ighboripg coiTee- 
hous^ Qf^ e^c^Ufsnt^ cup o,^ <?off^e, which ^lay al- 
waya be.fouud iu^ France, if ev^ry thing else 
fails^ I w^ pxepAred tp eni^er the wretched voi- 
turcy which wa^ the pnijly cpnyeyance we could 
possibly obtaia tp take us to Agep^ and so filled 
M^ith passengers, that we were all obliged to sit 
ia one position, a^d that i^ojt the most easy^ for 
four or flye bipuj^s. J^i two o'clock the voir 
ture stopped, ajt; a Uttl,e ian, by the way side, and 
gave us. a^ Jiour to refresh ourselvea, pf which 
we stooc) very much in iieed, after isiuch a tedious 
watching. 

But our first glance at the cheerless looking 
habitation.^ into, which we were inhered, quite de- 
prived MS pf all expectation of finding any thing 
to(^peasepur hunger or thirst; and no person 
fi^ppeariog to bid i^s welcome, we undertook 
to mak^. purselyes \9/:elcpn]ie, and at least to pror 
vide some fire, to warm our chilled limbs, from 
a ^eap of co^ls, almost smothered in ashes, 
wli^cjbit we fpUQ4 iii X]^ chimney, Procuring some 
lig^t, dry "iyoqd, w^ gqpi^ kiixdled a bright blaze, 
ai^4& making a virtue of i^e^essity^ banished all 
c%r^ ^ usel^fijSy cpcipijiilaiots^ ai^d se^sted ourselves 
arcfwd i]sk^ cl^erful ^re in greal gopd hun^pr, com- 
forting pi^rs^)y^,W'hh the refi^ctipn, the^t this was 
but a little variety i^ the usuj^l course of our travr 
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with the better fare, we might meet with hereafter. 

By this time the landlord had been aroused, 
and came down half asleep^, with a white cotton 
cap upon his head, making a most sorry figure. 
Having obtained some wine from him, and a 
promise that something more substantial should 
be forthcoming, we searched around and found 
an earthen pan, in which we heated some wine, 
made very sweet with sugar, and found it as re- 
freshing as it was palatable. The landlady soon 
appeared, a bustling, active, good-natured per- 
sonage as need be; and in a few moments a table 
was set, and a nice cold chicken placed before us, 
to which, I assure you, we did not delay to do im- 
mediate justice. Our excellent repast was 
seasoned with the merry jokes of our companions, 
now become very numerous from the arrival of 
two other carriages ^ full of passengers, who, 
seating themselves around the fire, seemed quit^ 
to forget, in their joyous mood, all troubles past 
and to come. 

When the horses were sufficiently rested to 
perform the rest of the journey, for we had the 
same team for the whole distance of forty-two 
miles, we again resumed our place in the vatture^ 
so much benefitted by the hour's delay as to ride 
along quite patiently, for the next six hours, 
which brought us to Agen. It so happened, that 
there were two opposition lines of diligences from 
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Agen to Toulouse, and the offices of both were 
side by side, near the spot where we alighted. 
No sooner was the door opened, than a dozen 
loud voices, both male and female, assailed us in 
chorus, uttering the most discordant sounds in 
equally discordant language. One cried out in 
favor of one diligence, two or three for another, 
all saying the same thing over and over again, 
and not listening at all to the reiterated en- 
treaties, of the party addressed, that they would 
speak one at a time, if they wished to be under- 
stood. For ourselves, we stood looking from one 
speaker to the other, and laughing most heartily 
at the tremendous din, which they occasioned; 
and having fortunately obtained information, from 
a disinterested by-stander, that no diligence left 
Agen until the following morning, we immediately 
repaired to the Hotel Petit St. Jean, upon the 
opposite side of the way, leaving the noisy group 
to find some one else, upon whom to exercise 
their lungs. The hotel proved to be a very good 
one, though, as usual, wanting the comforts, that 
we think so necessary at home, but which in 
France it is impossible to obtain. 

After breakfast we took a walk, through a 
beautiful avenue of trees along the bank of the 
Garonne, to the handsome bridge, erected within 
a few years, over a part of the river, where 
the water runs with nearly as much velocity, 
as at the rapids of the St. Lawrence above 
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better prospect of the surroundiag country, 
than could ha^FC been obtained from any other 
point. The slope of the elevation, upon which 
we stood, was cove^red with vineyards, or pas- 
tures filled with cattle; and the city beneath, with 
the river winding through it, and the wide spread 
country beyond, terminated by a circle of ma- 
jestic hills, — formed, together, a picture not un- 
worthy the painter's pencil. 

Descending into the city, we visited several 
churches, all very ill-looking buildings, though 
containing some few objects worth seeing. The 
former Cathedral, destroyed during the revolu- 
tion, appears to have been a more stately edifice 
than the other churches, if we may judge from 
the lofly front, and the seventeen beautiful arches 
of the nave, which still remain. 

On Wednesday morning, at eight o'clock, 
(October twenty-eighth,) we left Agen for Tou- 
louse. The chief manager of the diligence, in 
which we took pass8|^e, was a woman, who made 
all the bargains with the passengers ; and hav- 
ing occasion ,to go to Toulouse' herself, she 
mounted into the imperiale^ and became for the 
whole journey, actually though not nominally, 
the conducteur. She was one of the persons, who 
had laid siege to us the preceding day, and her 
dress was, in every respect, the same that she 
then wore. She had neither bonnet, shawl, nor 
any other garment to mark the traveller ; but the 
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same goiKD, qnron^ and cap, that she would prieba* 

bljr have worn in super^itending the domestic 

affiiirs of her family, served for a journey to Tou«- 

louse, and an absence of two or three days from 

home. It is, indeed, no unusual sight in France, 

to see women assume the coarse and masculine 

air and manner of the other sex; nor is it strange 

it shouild be so, when we see them engaged in all 

the laborious employments, that, in our more fa«^ 

veered country, are performed by men alone. Of* 

tjen, when travelling in the steam boat, I have seen 

women come to the shore, and bear ofi* heavy 

trunks and other baggage upon their shoulders, 

and perform various other services of the kind, 

like common porters. And in respect to agricul* 

tural occupations, it is quite usual to see nearly 

as large a proportion of women, at work in the 

fields digging and hoeing, as of men, and the 

same thing may be observed in almost all the 

active and laborious offices of life. 

We had a most charming ride, for a greater 

pwd of the way to Toulouse, through a delightful 

country, abounding with vineyards and orchards, 

and with extensive tracts of land in the highest 

state of cultivation, and enlivened by multitude's 

of latborers, both male and female, engaged in 

turning up the rich black mould to receive the dif* 

Cerent kinds of grain, which wks generally planted 

fey women, one going just behind the plough' to 

throw in Ae grain, and the other following to cover 

19 
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it with the soil. In manj places the land was dc* 
vided into little squares, each belonging to a dif- 
ferent proprietor, and enclosed by rows of grape 
vines or currant bushes, forming a thick hedge all 
around. The road wound delightfully along, over 
hill and dale, mountain and valley ,— the river oc-^ 
casionally hidden from our view, and thea again 
breaking upon us in renewed beauty, as it passed^ 
now rapidly, now tranquilly, along its winding 
course. Several little villages and hamlets con- 
tributed to diversify the scene, frequently looked 
frowningly down upon by some ancient ruin,^ stand- 
ing in solitary desolation upon the highest summit 
of a neighboring mountain. At one spot, we passed 
through a beautiful, but lonely, valley, which has 
been in times past notorious for highway rob- 
beries, and whose retired situation, far from 
the habitations of men, rendered it a convenient 
retreat for the midnight desperado, though smil- 
ing in all the beauty and loveliness of cultivated 
nature. 

We took our dinner at the gloomy, dismal look- 
ing town of Castelsarasin, and late in the evening 
reached Toulouse, the latter part of the journey 
having been very fatiguing and wearisome. The 
woman, who had the superintendance of the dili- 
gence, had positively assured us that we should 
be in Toulouse at eight o'clock, and used this as 
an argument in favor of our taking her diligence 
in preference to the other^ which she said, would 
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not arrive for two or three hours later. This 
must have been merely a trick, to secure our 
taking her conveyance, as she undoubtedly knew, 
at the moment she told us so, that it was impossi- 
ble, at the rate the diligence travels, to get to' 
Toulouse at the promised hour. 

When we arrived at the office, there was no 
porter to be found, to carry our baggage to the 
hotel; but in a short time a woman came forward, 
and offered her services for that purpose, which 
being accepted, she lifted one of the trunks upon 
her head, took a heavy travelling bag in her 
hand, and walked off at such a rapid rate that we 
with difficulty kept pace with her. 
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The Hotel d'Europe, at which we lodged in 
Toulouse, we found to be an excellent inn, where 
the accommodations were all very good, the food 
of the first quality, and the charges uncommonly 
moderate' and reasonable. 

W^ commenced our examination of the* city 
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at the Place d'AngbuIeme^ upon which the hotel 
stands. This is a regular place^ open at one ude, 
from which proceed the Alices d'AngouJeme, a 
beautiful promenade leading to the Canal du 
Midi, or famous Canal of Languedoe, begun un- 
der the reign of Louis Fifteenth, etnd long con- 
sidered one of the finest in the world. It is about 
the width of the Erie Canal, and has fine broad 
tow-paths, on each side, bounded hj high, sloping 
banks planted with trees, wad a great variety of 
little wild flowers springing up by the watcfr'a 
side. Occasionally the tall spire of a church is 
seen above the top of the bank, indicating the 
near vicinity of the city, though the crinal is actu- 
ally without its limits. 

Pursuing the tow-paths for a long distance, 
we passed several locks, and finally reached the 
junction of the Canal du Midi with that of Bri- 
enne, which empties into it from an opposite di- 
rection, and is indeed^only a branch of it. Here 
two bridges^ joined together,, cross the canals, 
and at one side of the spot where they meet is a 
large bas-relief of white , Italian marble. To 
reach this you descend under thie bridge, by the 
tow-path, to a spot of ground, which separates 
the two canals. The bas-relief is now much 
blackened and mutilated, but must originally hare 
been very splendid. The central figure is a 
female, representing Languedoc, with a male 
figure and two boys engaged in digging the 
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cattail at one hand, and at the other, a female aad 
a boy driviDg a pair of oxen. All these different 
figures are colossal, and executed with much 
skill. 

A little below this spot is the embouchure of ^ 
the Canal du Midi, where its waters mingle with 
the river; and from thence, turning off to the 
right, we followed a path, conducting through 
quite a forest of trees, and among them several 
beautiful acaciaH, which leads to a faubourg of 
the city, where was a large washing estab- 
lishment, a mill, and an extensive cotton manufac- 
tory. Passing along the quay, that borders one 
side of the Canal de Brienne, we arrived^ at a 
very pretty waterfall, in shape of a horse-shoe, 
and extending quite across the river. Although 
this fidl is in part evidently artificial, I think there 
must have been something of the kind naturally 
fimned there, otherwise there seems to be no suf- 
ficient reason for tiius obstructing the navigation. 
Above this, a handsome bridge is thrown across 
the river, with a triumphal arch at each end. 

We crossed the bridge to view the arch, but 

postponed, for the present, a visit to the part of 

the city situated on that side of the river, and 

again repassing to the opposite side we entered 

the church of Saint Peter's. From the door a 

large vestibule eonduete into the- nave, which is 

4ivided firom the choir by a 4ouble altar, placed 

under the dome of the church, and forming the 

19* 
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nave and choir into two nearly equal parts, with 
a front to each. This altar is of white marble, 
and, like all the other architecture and ornaments 
of the church, is very splendid. 

The church of Notre Dame de la Daurade is 
likewise a fine church, of vast dimensions, and 
very striking style of architecture. The choir is 
superb, and surrounded by the most beautiful 
pictures, illustrative of scenes in the life of the 
Virgin Mary. The execution and designs of all 
these paintings are truly admirable, 'and in that 
of the Annunciation, particularly, the figure of 
the Virgin is perfectly lovely. 

This church contains one very singular monu- 
ment of catholic superstition, which is a statue of 
the Virgin and Child, entirely black. I endeav- 
ored, by inquiry, to discover something, as to the 
origin of this strange idea; but could only learn, 
that the statue was ^ Notre Dame noire,' and held 
'n equal veneration with the white Virgin, 
personified in other parts of the church, even 
with the beautiful representations of her in the 
choir; but how or why she should have been 
black, that still remained a mystery, that I in 
vain endeavored to solve. 

Afler this we passed through a variety of 
streets, remarkable for the fine buildings which 
they contain, many of them more ancient than 
the rest, richly ornamented with carved stone 
work; and thesO; together with the lofty style in 
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which the private as well as public edifices are 
generally erected^ impart an air of dignity and 
grandeur to the city, though, from its ancient 
date, and a certain sober appearance, produced 
by these lofly edifices being placed upon streets, 
for the most part quite narrow, it cannot be called^ 
strictly speaking, a handsome place. 

The church of the Inquisition, which we found 
after some difficulty, buried among the surround- 
ing buildings, is very small, and only peculiar for 
its painted ceiling; and this cannot be seen to any 
advantage, owing to its great height, and the ob- 
scurity, that reigns around in consequence of the 
situation of the church. But it is nevertheless 
interesting, from having been the spot where the 
Inquisition was first established in France. The 
cell of St. Dominic is still to be seen, at the top 
of the stair-case, leading up from the vestibule of 
the church. It may be entered, but th^re being 
no person there at the time to unlock it, we only 
saw the door, and the grated window of the cell, 
from the bottom of the stairs. 

The Cathedral, or church of St. Etienne, situ- 
ated upon the Place St. Etienne, is a large mis- 
shapen mass outwardly, with no pretensions what- 
ever to beauty. The interior possesses several 
fine painted windows, some rich decorations, and 
a few paintings of considerable merit ; but it is 
.very irregularly built, and, as a whole, not strik- 
ingly elegant. The Palais Royal, or Hotel de la 
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Prefecture! a large handsome slone building, 
stuids upon the same place with the Cathedral. 

The Museum occupies the buildings of an 
ancient conventi the picture gallery being con- 
tained in what was formerly the body of the 
church. Many of the pictures are exceedingly 
fine, others quite inferior. One very beautifiil 
picture represents the death of Louis, father of 
Francis the First; another the escape of William 
Tell from Gresler; and a third Ulysses appearing 
before Penelope in the guise of a beggar. From 
the church we entered the part of the building 
devoted to the collection of antiques. This was 
the former cloister, where the monks were accus^ 
tomed to walk. It is a large square, or garden, 
surrounded by arcades of coupled columns, and 
in these the antiques are admirably arranged, and 
form an extremely interesting collection. Sev- 
eral of the statues, and some of the large, monu- 
ments, are placed in different parts of the garden, 
surrounded with shrubs and flowers, and so ar- 
ranged as to be nearly concealed by the over- 
hanging branches of the trees, producing an un- 
commonly pleasing effect. 

The next mornings at nine o'clock, we parted, 
with much regret, from our lively fellow travel- 
ler, who had contributed so much to the enjoy- 
ment of our journey thus far; and who departed in 
the diligence for Montpelier^ on his way to Mar- 
seilles. 
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After his departure, we walked to the Hotql 
de Ville, or Gapitole, as it is called in the city, 
- situated upon a large, heuidsome place of the same 
name. The exterior of this edifice is imposing 
and majestic, the left wing being occupied as a 
theatre. In entering, you pass through a square 
cotrrt into a vestibule, over the door of which is 
•a statue of Henry Fourth with an inscription. As- 
cending a stair-case* to the apartment of the con^ 
ciergey or porter, we were shown through a large 
anti-chamber, into the Salle des Illustres, a very 
beautiful hall, with a double row of niches on 
both sides, each niche containing a bust of some 
eminent citizen of Toulouse, with the name, and 
an inscription beneath. ' At the upper end is a 
bust of Louis Fourteenth, in a niche, with bas- 
reliefs around it, and above it two chei^ibs, hold- 
ing a crown, with these words inscribed over it: 
'L'esperancela suit, etPamour Penvirohne'. The 
hall likewise contains a statue of the Duke df 
Bordeaux, and a full length portrait of Louis 
Eighteenth. 

In the Salle de PAcademie are a statue very 
much mutilated during the revolution, of the 
celisbrated poetess, Clemence Isaure ; also a 
plaister statue of the Duke of Bordeaux, busts of 
LouisEighteenth and of the Duke of and Dutchess 
d'Angouleme, and a picture representing the 
Duke receiving knighthood. The SaUe du Bai 
is a neat, beautiful apartment, surrounded with 
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large medallions, containing little dancing figures 
in basTrelief, each different from the rest. The 
figures are white upon a blue ground. 

The Salle du Trone, which leads out from this, 
is equally, beautiful and more richly decorated. 
It is a circular room, with eight bronze female 
figures at equal distances around it, supporting 
candelabras upon their heads. The ceiling, paint- 
ed with various figures of cherubim holding 
branches, garlands, and crowns, represents on one 
side the rising, on the other the setting sun. The 
form of it is concave, and the light is admitted 
just beneath the edge of the platform. The room 
is farther adorned with military trophies, and with 
beautiful chairs, for royal use ; and at one side 
is a full length portrait of Charles Tenth. 

From the Capitole, we proceeded to the Place 
St. Etienne, and again entered the Cathedral, to 
examine it more minutely than we had at first 
been able to do; and from thence walked to a 
delightful public promenade, called the Grand 
Rond, much frequented by the ladies of Toulouse. 
The centre is occupied by a large fountain, newly 
built, enclosed within an iron railing. There 
was no water in the fountain at the time, as it had 
not yet gone into operation. Five alleys, bor- 
dered with trees, lead in different directions from 
the centre of the walk, and at a little distance 
you see the Jardin Royal, thickly planted with 
lime treeS; affording an agreeable shad^. 
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We then passed through the Faubourg Saint 
Etienne^ and visited the Palais de Justice. This 
was undergoing repair, and a large number of 
men and women were at work in the yard, which 
was strewed with rubbish and dirt in every part. 
We succeeded in mailing our way through this 
to the porter's lodge, and his daughter then con- 
ducted us into the court house. The principal 
room, called the court of Assizes, is entered by a 
handsome vestibule, supported by columns. The 
windows of the apartment are hung with blue silk 
festoons. Behind the judges' seat are suspended 
drapery hangings of blue cloth, spotted wit^ yel- 
low Jleurs de lis. The Chambre Doree is chiefly 
remarkable for its ceiling, which is divided into 
squares, with a figure as large as life in each com- 
partment. The whole is highly gilt, and produces 
a singular, but not very elegant effect. 

We now directed our course towards the bridge, 
to view the curiosities upon the opposite side of 
the river. On our way to it, we entered the 
church of Visitation, through jpart of a nunnery, 
and one of the nuns, or sisters of charity as they 
are denominated, came forward to show us the 
passage conducting to it. The church is very 
pretty, and perfectly neat. At each side the 
choir was a large iron grating, behind which the 
nuns assemble, when services are performed. 

Coming to the bridge, we crossed over, and 
passing through the arch already mentioned, 



038 vaAffcJB. 

•domed ditint tqi by an ^qvartrun ftet«e, we 
entered a very epacioiui, fine elMet, esteaduig 
for some distance, and terminasting at a latge 
square piae«, eurroiiBded with regnlar buildings, 
enclosed, at tbe side oppoeite the street, by a higk 
iron balnstrade. At each side of them are pedes* 
tais, bearing colossal statues, one representing 
Toulouse, the other the proyinee of Languedoc. 

Immediately after passing the iMidge, you see 
at the left band a pleasant, shady promenade, 
used for exerciding troops ;^-and advancing a lit- 
tle further, you come to a . very neat tower, with 
a cupola at the top, situated in a little raUey, 
a bridge pasBing over to it from the street. This 
is the public reservoir, that supplies the whole 
city with water, and really forms an extremely 
pretty object, though one would hesitaite long, 
before he would imagine for what purpose it was 
intended. 

The Hospital de la Grrave, and the ^urch of 
Saint Nicholas, neither of them remarkable, com- 
pleted our researdies on this side the river; and 
we re-crossed the bridge into the city, and pur- 
sued our way to the ancient convent and church 
of the Jacobins ; and to those of the Dominicans 
and Cordeliers, all near each other, and now 
devoted to military purposes alone, either as bar- 
racks, stables, or store-houses. 

We entered the immense yard of the Jacobins, 
where squadrons of horse may manoeuvre with alt 



TOULOUSE. 229 

fsase, and by permission of the guard, looked into 
the church. A few loose horses were its only 
occupants, and they seemed to be wandering 
round, very contentedly, among the lofly columns, 
which supported two rows of handsome arches on 
the side of the church. The effect was very sin- 
gular, of seeing- an edifice, so splendid as this 
evidently had been, converted into a mere stable, — 
a use so entirely derogatory to its ancient gran- 
deur, and to the sacred purposes, for which it 
was originally designed. We next passed round 
the outside of this building, and came in front of 
an enormous brick pile, which was the convent 
of the Dominicans. Obtaining permission of one 
of the officers to enter, we came to the church, 
which contained a large number of horses, all feed- 
ing at stalls placed in the different chapels. The 
former arched roof is now concealed by a wooden 
ceiling, that has been built more recently. The 
back court, to which a passage conducts from the 
church, is surrounded by a gallery, supported by 
small gothic pillars, which anciently was the 
promenade for the monks. At one side was a 
range of very large chapels, each now serving as 
a stable. 

The church of ^the Cordeliers is appro- 
priated merely to the storage of hay and grain. 
Over the ^entrance is a painted window, and 
the sides are occupied by chapels ; — all the 
•maments being, of course, destroyed. This 
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church fonnerly contftinedm vault, vliicfa, liice that 
of St. Michel in Bordeaux, possessed the prof»- 
ertj of preserving dead bodies. A singiiiar aaec* 
dote is related concerning it, as follows: 

Two young men were cofiversifig toge^ier 
respecting this strange phenomeaon, and ta the 
course of conversation, one dared the other to 
descend into the vault at midnight, alone and 
without a light. This challenge-was immediately 
accepted, and the night appointed, upon which 
the trial was to be made. The proof Pequired foy 
the challenger, that his compmion had actuaUy 
been into the vault, was, that he should drive a 
nail into a certain part of the wail, which was ifl-» 
dicated. in the mean time, it had been whispered 
about that such a thing was in agitation, and on 
the night agreed upon a large crowd of p^sons 
had assembled around the church, to await the re- 
sult. The young man at length arrived, and de- 
scended very resolutely into the vault, wh^'e 
ho remained so long, that the crowd above be- 
came very uneasy, fearing some fatal accident 
might have occurred; but when another hour 
passed and he came not, their anxiety grew so 
pressing, that it was determined some of the mere 
bold among U>em should go down with a light, 
and ascertain the cause of his strange and cob- 
tinned absence. When they arrived at the spot, 
they found the unfortunate. young man, lying od 
his fkce, perfectly HMen. In raising the tedy 



TOUBOnSE. ^t 

from the floor, the cause of the state ia which he 
was fbued hecame apparent. Ia driving . the 
naily. a part of the skirt of his coat had accident- 
ally been iasiened with it, and when turning to 
depart, feeling himself detained by an invisible 
hand, as it were, it is, probable that his super- 
stitious fears overcame his better reason. They 
were heightened, perhaps, by previous agitation, 
and dread of his attempt, which he was ashamed 
to confess. He thus fell a victim to his own 
weakness, either in having undertaken to per- 
f<Hrm a task above his courage, or, having once 
undertaken it, in not possessing sufficient re- 
aolutioQ to carry him through sudcessfully. 
£very means was, of course, used to restore him; 
but all in Yabiy as life had been long extinct ere 
the fatal catastrophe was discovered. 

Near this church is the College Royale, which 
we entered, and saw the chapel, a neat but un- 
adorned room; and passing through some other 
parts of the building, we mounted to the top of 
one of the towers, where is obtained an extensive 
view of the city. 

The church of Saint Saturnin, which we saw 
on our return home, is one of the finest churches 
ia.Toulouse, both on account of its size, its beau- 
tiful tower, far surpassing in height and grace 
aay other in the city, and also for the splendor of 
its interior decorations. The light is but partial- 
|;i adoftitted into it, which increases the solemn 
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and grand effect of its noble architecture. Tbe 
chief altar is high, and ornamented with two beau- 
tiful gilded angels, upon nftrble pedestals. Back 
of the altar, and apparently forming part of it, is 
a rich gilded bas-relief, representing the death of 
St. Saturnin, who was torn to pieces by four 
bulls, to which he was attached by his hands and 
feet. To arrive at this spot you ascend a little 
flight of steps, behind the altar, and passing 
around to the other side of the bas-relief, which 
conceals it from view below, you come to the 
splendid monument of St. Saturnin, upon which 
the saint is seen ascending to heaven, supported 
by angels. All the figures, and every part of the 
monument are richly gilded, and the effect of it is 
admirable. Here, too, you have a view of all the 
chapels behind the choir, which are truly superb, 
and ornamented with great quantities of beautiful 
Languedoc marble. The chapel of St. Thomas 
d' Acquin, particularly, possesses, among other 
rich ornaments, a series of gilt bas-reliefs, show- 
ing the saint in striking situations, and portraying 
different scenes in his life. The stalls of the ca- 
nons, in the choir, are of carved niahogany, and 
one of them represents Calvin, under the figure 
of a ho^:, standing in a pulpit, preaching to an 
audience. Below is this inscription: ^ Calvin U 
pore J preckant,^ It was carved, I believe, during 
the religious controversies of the time of Calvin. 
The church of St. Tour, near to this^ derivi^i 
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its name, it is said, from being built on the spot 
trtiere the bulls, that caused the death of St. Sa- 
iurnin, were stopped in their furious career. 

Thus ended our pleasant rambles in the in- 
teresting city of Toulouse ; and the following 
evening, at six o'clock, (October 31st,) we took 
«ur departure for Bajonne. 
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The mornincr after leavinor Toulouse we 
breakfasted at Auch, and had just time to walk 
about a little, and particularly to see the cele- 
brated Cathedral, which was quite near the inn. 
This is a very splendid building, both within and 
without, and the windows, of painted glass, are 
very beautiful. Owmg to the early hour of the 
morning, I had no opportunity of obtaining other 
than a general idea of it, the light being too ob- 
scure, as well as my time too limited, to examine 
it closely. But early as it was, a concourse of 
people were collected, and a priest was preaching 
to them, in the singular and uncultivated patoi$ 
of the country. Great as has been the number 
of clrarches; which I have visited in France, 
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and at all boars too, I scarcely recoliect o«e is 
vhich there were not more or le«8 worship jiera; 
and to see a church entirely empty would bo a 
oircumstance ol such rare occurrence, as to be 
considered very extraordinary. 

Resuming our seats in the diligence, we con* 
tinned our journey from Auch. Tlie day was 
exceedingly rainy, damp, and disagreeable, and 
the atmosphere so heavy as to obscure, for a 
time, every distant object from our view. Occa- 
sionally, as the mist cleared a little, we caught 
sight of the lofly- hills stretching along the hori- 
zon, and belonging to the chain of the Pyre- 
nees, which we were gradually approaching. In 
the aflernoon the sun came out clear and bright, 
and we had a very pleHsant ride to Tarbes, which 
we reached at an early hour in the evemng. 
Here we supped, and )i«d two or three boars to 
repose, before the regular time (at the departttre 
of the diligence. 

At two o'clock in the morning, we left Tarbes, 
and arrived at Pau between seven and ei^. 
Alft^r brenk&sl, we wall&ed to the old Gbatcm, 
Uie birtb^^iLce of Henry Fourth. It is a lange 
mass of buiMiags, sstaated upon an etnisewfis 
tbrt divides the cRy from tb^e rivel'* For ofeanf 
jean it was vcenpied as batrracks, bnt » IMS it 
«wl« repaired, end is oew one of the fiublic c d ii e ss 
of the pfooe. Fmrn the balcony mi the tmi^ 
yns have a fine Tiew «f the €s^ v«ifefjr> ilMPoi^ 
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wUeh the river Tuas^-*r>tli«liilly oQimtry bejrond^'*^ 
and, furthfor still, ihm snow-ciipt summits of tfa# 
ioAjT P/reneeft. 

At the bottom of the grand stair<^ase, in enter* 
iiig tbe Chateau, b an excellent statue of Henrjr 
Fourth, hut xestia^ upon a wooden pedestal. As- 
Tgftnding the staiivc^se, we passed through sev-* 
oral of the a^mrtoieats, wiuch retain not much 
q£ their former splendor, exeept that in some 
places you eee the waU ornamented with cut 
stone, in the manner of stucco work . The room, 
m which Henry was bora, however, has been 
recently fitted up, by order of the government, 
in a style altogether rich and tasteful. The pa- 
pering of the apartment is blue, with a handsome 
gilded border; and in each space, between the 
windows and doors, is a gilded coat of arms. 
The dusrs aire of maSiogany, with velvet seats. 
Im the centre of the room is a kind of pedestal^ 
eorered with rich purple yelvet, adorned with 
-gilt fleurs de Us^ On each side is the king's 
cipher. Upon the pedestal are placed six gilded 
mftm9y thnee on each side, Ibrming a kind of teat, 
vath a small white silk flag attached to each, and 
tfilt crpwii and ooat of arras embroidered on both 
sides of them. In the midst of the spears is sua- 
peoded a casqve of gieat beauty ,<»«^a present to 
i|<OBry,^*«iorpameiited with rich vrfaite plumes. 
Below, is buiig tiie cradle of the monarch, made 
of a eingle mufrought tpitoise shell, of large 



236 »AKCB. 

size. Iq it are some rude forks, used in his dayj 
that have been preserved as curiosities. 

The walks around the Chateau hav^ all 
been newlj cleared and beautified, and being 
planted with trees, are very cpol and pleasant. 
We afterwards walked through a number of the 
principal streets in the city, which, though far 
from being handsome, is a busy, active place, and 
iqpparently prosperous. The market was very 
much crowded with people; tad all the market 
women were very neatly clad. The grtseUes here 
are dressed much like those at Bordeaux, except 
that they have a little different manner of twist- 
ing on the turban, which is, also, of different 
material. 

At Pau, we were first notified of our near ap- 
proach to Spain, by seeing the mantiUa worn by 
a large number of the females. It was generally 
made of red kerseymere, faced round with black 
velvet, and only large enough to cover the bead 
and shoulders. Others, that could hardly, how- 
ever, be called mantill<Uf were made of camlet, 
lined with woollen, and wrapped entirely around 
the body, with a sort of bonnet crown behind. 
They were made to fasten under the chin, and to 
conceal the face, if desirable. 

I returned to the hotel, and while waiting for 
the diligence, a little boy and girl, one twelve 
and the other seven years of age, came into 
the room where we were^ to sing to us. The 
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boy had a violin; and they played and sung sev- 
eral songs very prettily. They said they resided 
in Bayonne, and were now, with their father and 
mother, also musicians, travelling through the 
country, — a journey that they perform every 
year, thus earning their subsistence. They 
were both modest, pretty looking children, and 
the girl, particularly, appeared quite intelligent. 
' At twelve o'clock, we left Pau for Bayonne. 
The road, that we took, was, for the most part, a 
very agreeable one, though the scenery was oc- 
casionally dull and uninteresting. This, how- 
ever, was true of a small part of the country only, 
the remainder presenting to view well cultivated 
fields, and pleasant villages. The manner of 
building the houses, in every village through 
which we passed, was very peculiar. They were 
universally constructed of pebbles and brick, 
fastened together with a great proportion of clay 
mixed with mortar. The roofs were tiled, and 
altogether formed secure and durable habitations, 
not unpleasing in their effect upon the eye. 

The following morning, at six o'clock, we ar- 
rived at Bayonne, and you may judge with how 
much need of rest, when you reflect, that we 
had been travelling three nights and two days, 
with but short intervals of delay, and those chiefly 
employed in seeing the towns that we entered. 

When we stopped at the office, a very prepos- 
f esffing young man came forward to enquire if w« 
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wore goiog into Spain, informing ns that he had 
vacant seats in his eottore, which was to leare 
Bajonne for Madrid at twelve o'clock the same 
daj. Having made enquiries as to his respectsr 
bility and probity, which were satisfactorily an- 
swered, we engaged the seats without delay. 

By means of four or five hours of refreshing 
sleep, followed by an excellent break fast, I was 
sufficiently recovered from my fatigue to take a 
new start. Previously, however, to leaving 
Bayonne^ I walked about a short time in the city, 
and entered the Cathedral. The architecture of 
this church, together with the cloister belonging 
to it, is very fine, though the ornaments are few 
and not remarkable. But I had only a moment 
to spend here, and returning to the voiture was 
floon comfortably upon my way towards Spain. 

At eight o'clock in the evening^ (November 
90, 1829,) we reached the bridge, that forms the 
boundary on this side between France and Spain ; 
and we here bade adieu, for the present^ to the 
land of the Gaul. 

I re-entered the territories of France by the 
pass called the Col de Perthus, at the eastern 
extremity of the Pyrenees, it being upon the high 
road from Barcelona to Perpignan, (March 25rd, 
1830.) We had been ascending so gradually, for 
many miles, that I was not aware of having 
reached the most elevated part of the mountains^ 
until I found that we were at the frontiers. 
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Tfae boundary between the two kingdoms is 
indicated here by a plain stone, erected ifpon the 
Teiy crpot ibrinerly occupied by Pompey's famous 
pillar, and where afterwards stood a& altar con- 
structed by Julius Ceesar ; but all vestiges of 
these monuments have now wholly*^i8appeared. 

In addition to the boundary stone just men- 
tiooed, tfae dividing line between tho two fron- 
tiers is more distinctly marked by the large castle 
of BeHegarde, situated upon a lofty mountain, 
BXid orerloohing Ihe road, which passes along at 
its feet. Here our baggago was examined and 
our passport countersigned; and we then com- 
nienced a long descent towards Perpignan, which 
we reached early the same afternoon. 

Very different was the face of the country 
at this time, from the appearance which it had 
presented, when I crossed the confines of 
France in the opposite •dtreotion. It is truo that 
the day, on. which I enterod Spain, had been a 
delightful one ; but the ohilly winds and cloudy 
sky of November wore beginning to be felt, even 
tB that usually mild and pleasant climate, and all 
nature was giving visible warning of the near ap- 
proach of cold and dreary winter. But now tbe 
scene was wholly ohangod. Although it was 
still March, the aif was even uncomfortably 
warm, and the fields were clothed in all the fresh- 
ness and verdure of a charming spring, whoso 
gentle iofluences had entirely ^ii^rsed the. in* 
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tense cold and severe frosts of the preceding^ 
season. 

Buty unfortunately, I was prevented from see- 
ing a considerable part of the country, as well 
before reaching Perpignan, as afterwards in pass- 
ing through Languedoc, by the great clouds of 
dust, which at times completely enveloped the 
diligence, and obliged me to keep my eyes 
closely shut to prevent their being filled with it. 
Thus I lost much of the country, which I might 
otherwise have enjoyed. Upon arriving at Per- 
pignan, we had several hours of daylight in which 
to see the place; but I did not attempt it, being 
much fatigued, and the city, moreover, possess- 
ing little to interest the traveller. 

At four o'clock in the morning we left Per- 
pignan, and, as the daylight gradually appeared, 
we found ourselves surrounded by vineyards, that 
continued to succeed each other for a long dis- 
tance; and among them was that of Rivesaltes, 
which produces the celebrated Muscatel wine. 
In passing through the little town of Salces, we 
saw the large fort, built by the Emperor Charles 
Fifth, and remarkable for the vast thickness of 
its walls, and for its subterranean vaults. 

Near Salces is Leucate, a small place of con- 
siderable military note. The .following short 
story, in relation to this town, illustrates in a 
striking manner the heroic fortitude, of whic^ 
the female character is capable, when circum- 
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Istvices arise to call it forth. In the year fifleen 
hundred and ninety, during the wars of the 
League, the Sieur de Barry, governor of Leu- 
cate, hearing of the disemharkation of the Span- 
iards before Leucate, departed immediately, to 
go and give intelligence of it to the Due de 
Montmorency, and to receive his orders ; but 
he was unfortunate enough to fall into the hands ^ 
of the Leaguers. He found means, notwith- 
standing, to inform his wife, Constance de Ce- 
zelli, who was at Montpellier, her native place, 
of his detention, and ordered her to throw herself 
promptly into Leucate, and to listen. to no propo- 
sition upon the subject of surrendering the posi- 
tion. Embarking at Maguelonne, she repaired 
immediately to Leucate, and stimulated by her 
presence the courage of the garrison. The 
Spaniards and the Leaguers made an attack, 
a short time after her arrival; but she defend- 
ed herself with so much valor, as to render 
all their efforts useless. The Leaguers, vexed 
beyond measure at her resistance, sent her word 
that, if she did not promptly surrender the place, 
they ^would put her husband to death, the price 
of his ransom being no other than Leucate 
itself. She offered all. her property to redeem 
him; but declared that nothing would be capable 
of making her violate the fidelity which they both 
owed to their King and country. Upon this 

refusal the Leaguers caused her husband to be 
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strangled, and sent his body to her in Leucat^^ 
Outraged by the inhumanity of the besiegers, the 
garrison, wishing to make reprisals, besought the 
lady to deliver up to them the Sieur de Loupiair^ 
a prisoner of war, whom the Due de Montmo- 
rency had sent her as a kind of hostage for the 
security of her husband. But she constantly re- 
fused to deliver him up. Grateful for such noble 
constancy, the King left to her the government of 
Leucate, until Hercule de Barry, her son, should 
be of age to assume it as her successor. 

At the hamlet of Fitou, we breakfasted ; and 
soon after leaving it came to a spot where the 
road was repairing, and were much amused by 
seeing a large troop of girls, perhaps twenty or 
thirty in number, with baskets upon their heads, 
in which they collected small stones from the 
neighboring fields, and then formed these into 
regular heaps by the way side, in readiness for 
the workmen to use. They all wore coarse straw 
or other hats, tied down under their chins, and 
seemed, by their smiling cheerful faces, to per- 
form their tasks with much ease and pleasure. 

Early in the afternoon we reached Narbonne, 
where we remained two or three hours. This 
city contains few objects of interest, and not being 
able to go out, I remained quietly at the hotel 
until three o'clock, and then entered the dili- 
gence for Montpellier. The scenery, through 
which we passed for the succeeding four hounr. 
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was delightfully varied with hill and valley, cul- 
tivated fields, and vineyards ; ahd before dark we 
entered the large town of Beziers, beautifully sit- 
uated upon a high hill, the river Orbe flowing at 
its base, and surrounded on every side by the 
most picturesque and charming prospects im- 
aginable. On one side is seen a range of lofly 
mountains, on another a delicious valley, planted 
with corn fields, fruit trees, vineyards, and gar- 
dens, stretching out in the greatest luxuriance, as 
&r as the eye can reach. Just before entering 
the town, we again had a view of the Canal du 
Midi, which here empties its waters into the river 
Orbe. 

At Beziers we remained nearly an hour, and 
procured an excellent cup of coffee, before again 
setting out upon our way . Afler leaving the town 
the road winds up a long, steep hill, from whence 
there is a splendid view of the surrounding 
country ; and afler this I saw little more, until 
reaching Montpellier, at six o'clock the following 
morning. 

This truly charming city is agreeably situated, 
and full of attractive objects, which cannot fail to 
delight every beholder. A short time afler our 
arrival, we walked first to the promenade of Porte 
Peyron, one of the most delightful walks it is 
possible to conceive. At one extremity of it, 
standing upon an artificial elevation ascended by 
flpgbt of st^ps, is the chctteau d^eau^ a most beauti- 
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ful fountain, in form of a pavilion, with a vaulted 
roof sustained by graceful columns. The interior 
contains a basin, from which the water issues in 
broad clear sheets ; and descending some steps 
into a subterranean passage, you are shown the 
reservoir of the solidly built aqueduct, which 
brings the^ water from a distance of two leagues. 

From the mound, upon which the fountain is 
situated, a most extensive and lovely prospect is 
enjoyed. The beautiful environs of Montpellier, 
the wide spread plain adjoining it, abounding with 
vines and olive trees, interspersed with country 
houses, the sea, and the distant mountains of 
the Pyrenees, — all these varied objects, each 
possessing its own peculiar beauty, render 
the spot one of the most enchanting I have ever 
seen. 

Opposite the entrance of the promenade is a 

fine gate in the form of an arch, called Porte 

Peyro^ adorned with bas-reliefs; and an inscrip- 

^ trCh over the top indicates its having been erected 

in*the reign of Louis Fourteenth. 

The College of Medicine, which has imparted 
great celebrity to the city of Montpellier, occupies 
the building that was anciently the episcopal pak 
ace. The new anatomical lecture room is in 
form of an amphitheatre, with a large white mar- 
ble table in front of the professor's seat, upon 
which the dissections are performed. The chair 
of the professor ia a great curioaity, b^ing macle 
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o£ 9Xk A^Gieat marble pae fouod in the Kam^a 
ttmphitheatre at Nismes. 

The Bourse is a very haadsome buildiog, as is 
also the Museum, which, however^ I did not, 
enter. The Esplanade, so cabled, is another 
.beautiful public walk, consisting entirely of alley b 
planted with tree?. The Jardip des Plantes I 
did not visit, as it was too far from the ceatre of 
the city. This garden contains the grave of 
Naroid3a, reftsrred to in this line of the Night 
Thoughts: 

' With pious sacrilege a grave I stole.' 

The streets and public squares of Montpellier are 
extremely spacious and fine, almost without ex- 
ception . The different places are generally adorn- 
ed with marble fountains of much beauty. Neat 
cofiee-^houses, situated in the midst of pretty 
little gardens, ornamented with pavilions of green 
lattice work, are to be seen in various parts of 
the city, and add very much to its agreeable 
aspect. 

The centre of the Place Louis Sei^e is adorn- 
j^d with a splendid ^vhite marble statue of that 
monjarch,just completed. It is of colossal stature, 
and stands upon a pedestal of corresppiiding size. 
The attitude is remarkably grac(^|ul, with one 
.9xm extended, a^d the other partly concealed 
by flowing drapery, sprinkled .with fleura d^ lis, 
apd representing the royal coronation rpbe^. 

P^ hei^d is har^; and fp fiptSr^i |s ^^roTf^ning it 
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with laurel. The countenance is an exact like^^ 
ness of the King. I recognized it immediatelj 
upon entering the place. A handsome iron bal- 
ustrade, gilded at the top, encircled the whole. 

Montpellier is said to be distinguished for it9 
mild and salubrious climate, its refined and intel- 
lectual society, its handsome ladies, and the su- 
periority of its accommodations for strangers, in 
the comfort and convenience of the lodgings. 
All this I can easily imagine, from what we ex- 
perienced of the climate, from the general appear- 
ance of the city, and the neatness and elegance 
of the Hotel d'Europe. 
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The country through which we passed in going 
to Nismes, though well cultivated, possesses no 
particular attraction. But immediately upon en- 
tering Nismes, I was struck with astonishment 
and admiration on viewing the magnificent Roman 
Amphitheatre, which far surpassed, in beauty and 
grandeur, any idea I had previously formed of 
it, highly raised as my expectations had been. 
Upon alighting at the hotel; we ascertained that 
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sufficient time would intervene, before the dinner 
hour, to see the amphitheatre, which is within 
sight of the hotel, and we immediately repaired 
thither without delay, first taking a turn around 
it, before entering within its tast enclosure. 

The form of it is oval, and the exterior, beau- 
tifully adorned with various carved ornaments, is 
very nearly entire. But to describe this splendid 
monument, so as to impart any just idea of its ac- 
tual appearance, is a task, which I should vainly 
endeavor to accomplish, and even when its enor- 
mous dimensions are exactly stated, it is impossi- 
ble to conceive of the vastness of the reality, 
without having seen it. Its greatest diameter is 
said to be four hundred and forty French feet, its 
smallest three hundred and twenty, its circumfer- 
ence eleven hundred, and its height seventy feet. 

After walking quite around the outside, we 
came to a gate opening into a portico, where a 
man was seated, who takes charge of the place, 
and for a stipulated payment shows you any part 
of the interior. We first entered the arched por- 
tal, leading into the immense area, where the 
ancient sports were exhibited, and from which 
ranges of broad, high seats ascended gradually to 
the top of the amphitheatre. Many of these, 
however, are now entirely destroyed. When 
complete, they were capable of containing seven- 
teen thousand persons. From the area, we 
passed out^ and entered successively two gal- 
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leri^y one abore the other, which (ofmerly ex- 
tended quite around the edifice, and admitted the 
spectators to the seats. From the second gal'^ 
lerjy we entered the interior of the Amphitheatre, , 
and I, with some difficulty, ascended the massive 
broad seats to the top, where you obtain the most 
distinct impression of its grand and majestic pro- 
portions. 

When walking along the outside, or standing 
in the centre of the area, you can see but a small 
portion of it at once, and it does npt therefore 
appear so striking as when, at the top, you receive 
at one glance a view of the entire outline of the 
building, and then, indeed, the eSeot is suJ^ime 
beyond description. And what must have been 
the splendor of the spectacle, when these, now 
vaeant and broken seats, were thronged with the 
brilliant assemblage of rank and beauty, that once 
made this vast area echo to their loud shouts of 
applause, as they watched with eiager delight the 
progress of those warlike and bloody sports, which 
formed the pastimesof the ancient masters pf the 
world! The reflection, that such iieenes were 
actually witnessed, though ages since, within 
these venerable walls, and that ^he spot iipon 
which you stand has been marked by the foot- 
steps, and resounded to the proud tread, of 
fnany a high-born Roman ;r^suoh .9^ reflec- 
tion imparls a. deep, an almost sacred jn|f^r4»r3t 
to the feelings, with which you .gaase upon this 
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truly superb and wonderful production of art. 

We were informed by the man, who guided 
us, that when the present Queen of Spain and her 
parents passed through Nismes, a famous bull"* 
fight, famous at least for France,was given there in 
the amphitheatre, which was so crowded in every 
part, that it was impossible for another person 
to be admitted. This was a very appropri- 
ate entertainment with which to welcome the 
future Queen of a nation so passionately fond of 
this amusement, that in their eyes every other 
loses its charm in comparison with it. We 
returned to the hotel through a very pleasant 
public walk, called the Esplanade. 

The next morning, at four o'clock, we took a 
cabriolet to visit the Pont du Gard, or Roman 
aqueduct erected for the purpose of carrying 
water to Nismes, which is situated about two 
or three hours distance from the latter place. 

It is constructed between two high hills, and a 
bend in the road conceals it from sight, until you 
are within a very short distance from it, when it 
bursts upon your view in all its beauty and mag- 
nificence. It consists of three ranges of noble 
arches one above the other. The first tier, 
composed of six arches, is sixty six feet in height 
and five hundred and twenty in breadth, and 
through the largest arch run the waters of the 
river Garden. The second range, of nine arches, 
is of the same length with the first, and ei^ht 
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hundred fifty-four feet ia breadth. The third,' of 
thirty-five arches, is twenty-six feet high, and 
eight hundred seventy-four feet wide. The aque- 
duct, between four and five feet in breadth, and 
between five and six in height, rests upon the top 
of the' last tier of arches, and is partly covered 
with large flag stones. 

The aqueduct is reached by ascending the 
steep declivity of one of the hills, and you inay 
then pass entirely through it to the hill upon the 
opposite side, as there is no longer any water in 
it, and the way perfectly unimpeded. Afler cross- 
ing the arches the aqueduct extends unseen, to a 
distance com|n]ted at twenty-five English miles. 
The bridge across the Garden, which forms a 
part of the great highway from Nismes to Paris, 
is placed between the first and second range of 
arches, and is supported by them. The aque- 
duct derives its present appellation of the Pont 
du Card, from its being thus used, as the word 
Gard is the old name for Garden. 

The perfect simplicity of this noble monument, 
mingled at the same time with the utmost gran- 
deur and elegance, — its lonely, romantic situa- 
tion, the beautiful hills on each side, which it 
unites, covered with ivy, wild myrtle, and a thou- 
sand flowering shrubs, fill the beholder with feel- 
ings of admiration and delight, which increase in 
intensity the longer he gazes upon the fascinating 
sc^ne. T^ien comes the recollection Qf thc^t* 
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tnighty nation, under whose auspices these beau- 
tiful arches grew into form, and the whole 
majestic structure rose, in unexampled gran- 
deur, to become the wonder, of succeeding agei9, 
and to immortalize the almost magic hands, that 
reared it. When jou look on the immense masses 
of stone composing it, which to remore from 
their native quarrj would seem to be a task above 
human strength, and then cast your eyes around 
in vain for the spot from which they could have 
been brought, you may well call those hands 
magic, that could have thus overcome all obsta- 
cles, and performed tasks, the achievement of 
which appears to their degenerate descendants as 
little- less than miraculous; and the sight of which 
awakens the involuntary feeling of regret, that 
such a race of men should ever have deteriorated, 
and that they no longer exist in all their ancient 
glory and greatness. 

Turning with a reluctant step from this charm- 
ing spot, we again entered the cabriolet to return 
to Nismes, having first breakfasted at the little 
village of Lafour, in the neighborhood. Near 
this village a very beautiful suspension bridge is 
constructing across the Garden, which is to be 
supported by iron wire instead of chains. 

Inmiediately upon arriving at Nismes, we walk- 
ed out to view the other remarkable Roman mon- 
uments, which exist in the city. The first to be 
mentioned is an ancient edifice, now called th^ 
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MaisoQ Canree, or square house, )i¥hich must 
hold a high place among the most celehrated 
monuments, which France, or eyen Italj, con- 
tains. The perfect state of preservation, in which 
it has remained, excites the astonishment of every 
one, who beholds it; and, for myself, I could not 
believe at first sight, that it was pot a compara- 
tively modern edifice, though a nearer view of its 
beautiful architecture sufiliciently announced its 
origin. 

Its form is that of a temple, with a portico as- 
cended by a flight of steps, and sustained by six 
fluted Corinthian columns in front, and three each 
aide, counting the two .corner columns twice. 
Pillatrs of the same description extend along, and 
are joined to, the sides of the building, and exceed 
twenty-seven feet in height. The length of the 
edifice is seventy-seven feet, ,its breadth more 
than thirty-eight, and its height sixty-four. The 
.beautiful workmanship observable in va,rious parts 
of it, and particularly that of t^e cornice , is of the 
most delicate execution, and this circumstance 
has led to the supposition, by some learned men, 
that it is a Greci^ rather thi^i aJRoman produc- 
tion. Indeed, there are agreat-vfiriety of opin- 
ions respecting t)ie Maison Carrpe^ and much has 
been written upon the subject, both as to the 
.period pf its erection, and the pyrpose to which 
it was originally applied. The ititerior is now 
|irinoip«Uy occupied with pictures^ hung around 



NISMES. 253 

the wall, and with a very extensive collection of 
antiques, which render the pictures completely 
uninteresting and scarcely noticeable. 

From the Maison Carree, we continued through 
the same street, and arrived-at a large basin, con- 
structed for the purpose of washing clothes, and 
public to every one. It was surrounded by 
women, all busily engaged in rinsing the clothes, 
that they had washed. Turning to the lefl, we 
entered a beautiful avenue of trees, extending 
along the sides of a fine canal, which brought us 
to a very pleasant public garden, planted with 
shrubs and flowers, and containing some curious 
baths, occupying the site of ancient Roman baths, 
and rebuilt as nearly as possible in the same 
manner. They consist of large basins of water, 
separated from each other, and adorned at th# 
top with statues. No use is now made of theniy 
they being only visited as objects of curiosity. 
Near these baths, at the foot of a chain of hills, ii 
the fountain, by which they are supplied with 
water. A basin, seventy feet in diameter, and 
twenty-four in depth, is Aaturally formed in a 
rock, and the spring issues from the centre. 

Pursuing one of the garden paths, to the left 
of this, we passed two neat coffee-houses, and 
arrived at the ruins of ti temple, called the temple 
of Diana. A considerable portion of it still re- 
fnains, and forms a large mass of huge stones, 
joined together without cement. The original 

22 
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size of the building is stated to have been one 
hundred and forty-six feet in height, and forty- 
six feet in breadth. Several remains of columns, 
cornices^ statues, and other ornaments, that form- 
erly adorned it, are still preserved within the 
walls. The guide, employed to exhibit the place 
to strangers, conducted us into the interior of 
the temple, and showed us the passage by which 
victims were brought in, and the spot at which 
they were sacrificed. 

Upon the summit of the hills already men- 
tioned, and to which a road leads up from the 
fountain, stand the ruins of the Tour Magne, 
which is a Roman stone tower of great size', 
consisting of several stories, one above the 
other. The situation and appearance of this 
tower are remarkably fine; but we had not time 
to mount the steep ascent upon which -it stands, 
and contented ourselves with viewing it from the 

city. 

The last ancient monument in Nismes, to be 

mentioned, is the gate, called the Porte de 

Cesar, built by Augustus, and remarkable only 

for its antiquity, nearly all the ornaments upon it 

being now destroyed. An inscription, and the 

arches that formed it, still remain. 

But in addition to all these fine monuments, — 

of which, afler Rome, Nismes is said to contain 

the greatest number, of any city in the world, and 

these in finer preservation even, than those of 
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Rome herself, — there are a number of modern 
buildings of much beauty, and the general aspect 
of the new part of the city is remarkably pleasant 
and agreeable. The boulevards surrounding it 
are very handsome, and upon them are situated 
the Palais de Justice, theatre, and hospital, 
all extremely beautiful buildings, and a number 
of private edifices, ^vhich, although less sump- 
. tuous, are still neat and elegant in their appear- 
ance/ 

At twelve o'clock we departed for Aix. The 
road passed through a very charming country, 
bounded on each side by chains of beautiful hills. 
Groves of mulberry trees, vineyards, and cul- 
tivated meadows meet the eye in succession ^ 
and, ailer passing several pretty villages, you 
enter the town of Beaucaire, where is a most 
splendid new bridge, [thrown across the Rhone, 
suspended by iron wire. The wire is very small, 
but a large number of strands are fastened togeth- 
er, and formed into solid wire ropes an inch and 
a half thick, five on each side, which are support- 
ed by three uprights in form of arches. The 
bridge, as well as all the wire, is painted white, 
and is truly a very beautiful object. It is also 
said to be much more secure than chain bridges 
built upon thfi same principle. 

Beaucaire is very prettily situated upon the 
Rhone, of which beautiful river we here obtained 
the first view. Upon an eminence, near the 
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town, fire the ruins of a celebrated chatean of 
the old Counts of Toulouse. Passing over the 
bridge, we entered the pleasant town of Tarascon, 
situated exactly opposite Beaucaire, where also 
is a famous chateau, formerly the residence of the 
Counts of Provence. * 

Prom thence the road leads through agreeable 
meadows and fertile plaihs. In the evening we 
arrived at the town of St. Remy, remarkable for 
some very fine Roman monuments ; but these, 
of course, we were not able to see, unless by re- 
maining a day for the purpose, which we could 
not conveniently do. During the night we 
reached Aix, but concluded to keep onwards to 
Marseilles. 
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" A VERY long descent, called the Vista, com- 
mences at some miles distance from Marseilles, 
in coming from Aix ; and as you gradually ap- 
proach the city, the view becomes perfectly mag- 
Biicent. On one side, the beautiful waters of the 
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Mediterranean are spread out before you, with^ 
ihDumerable white sails glistening upon its bosom, 
and at the other a lofly range of mountains in the 
form of an amphitheatre ; and at their foot rises' 
the city, with a number of little hamlets so near 
in its vicinity, as to form apparently a part of it. 
The adjacent country is very beautiful, and the 
entire prospect picturesque beyond description. 

We entered the city through a fine public 
walk, called Le Cours, which in fact is a splendid 
street, shaded with trees, and having spacious 
side-walks beyond, bordered with lofly and elegant 
buildings. 

Our room at the Hotel de Beauvau looked 
out upon the harbor, considered one of the finest 
in France. The form of it is an oblong square, 
with broad quays extending around three sides of 
it> the fourth being the entrance from the sea; 
and it is so shut up by small islands, that a narrow 
passage is alone lefl, through which the vessels 
pass into the harbor. An immense quantity of 
lAipping, forming a forest of masts, was ranged* 
around ther quays, with an open space in the^ 
middle of the harbor, which it is said will contain- 
twelve hundred vessels. A great variety of little 
pleasure boatd, covered with a fanciful canopy, 
and displaying from the top tbe flags of difiereift 
Countries to attract observation^ Were scattered 
Herti and there upon the water, or drawn up to ih0 
shore waiting for employment. 

22* 
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The qua/y upon which our hotel stood, is a 
favorite promenade for all classes of people, and 
the scene from the windows was very attractive 
and amusing. The vast number of seamen, 
singing their sailor songs, from their respective 
vessels, — the continual hOy heave ho, of those 
engaged in loading or unloading the ships, togeth- 
er with the different air and dress of the passing 
throng upon the quay beneath, afforded ample 
food for entertainment and observation, during a 
great part of the first day after I arrived at 
Marseilles. 

The next morning, however, I commenced my 
perambulations, and we first' directed our steps to 
the Place Royale, a very large square, orna- 
mented in the middle with a handsome fountain, 
not unlike in appearance to the chateau d^eau 
upon the boulevards at Paris. There are three 
vases, one within the other, and decreasing in 
size to the top, from whence a stream of water 
rises, to descend , in showers over the vases 
beneath. The, lower one is placed in a circular 
basin, and is supported by small cariatides, with 
a stream of water issuing from the mouth of each. 
We next passed through several streets, some 
of them regular and well built, to the Greek 
church, where we had been told service was per- 
formed every Sunday. We entered, and heard^ 
mass said, or rather sung, for it was all chanted 
from beginning to end. I could distinguish na 
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material difference between this service and that 
of the Roman Catholics ; nor could I feel the 
slightest interest in it. The chyrch was a neat 
building, but in no way peculiar. 

From it we passed to the opposite extremity of 
the oity, and visited the Museum of pictures, 
which, with a collection of natural history, a col- 
lege, and a public library, occupy the buildings 
of the ancient convent of the Bernardins, situated 
upon a pleasant avenue of trees, used as a public 
walk, and. denominated Boulevard du Musee. 
Many of the pictures were good; but, like the 
generality of collections of the kind, it possessed a ' 
very much larger proportion of ordinary than of 
fine paintings. The cabinet of natural history 
we did not see. The library contains about sixty 
thousand volumes. 

Nearly opposite the Museum is a very remark- 
able collection of cork models, executed by M. 
Eugene Duclaux, and exhibited at his dwelling- 
house.' They were neatly arranged, each in a 
square glass case, and consisted of different 
views in relief ; — such as the Palais Royal, 
Tuileries, and Arc du Carrousel at Paris, — v 
several ancient ruins, the tomb of Cicero and 
Rousseau, the Pont du Gard, a representation of 
a besieged city, with a vast number of combat- 
ants, all of extreme smallness, but remarkably 
well executed; together with vases and urns, 
filled with flowers, for chimney ornaments, — and 
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8 very pretty country scene, the fore ground 
covered with verdure, and back of it, a neat little 
church and other buildings forming a small ham- 
let. This last is placed in a gilt frame, and be- 
hind it there is clock work so constructed, that, on 
being wound up, a lively strain of music seems to 
proceed from the little hamlet, as you can see 
aeihing of the machinery, by means of which the 
tune is played. All the trees, shrubs,, and grass 
are made of the same material, that artificial 
flowers are composed of, and consequently have 
ralher a stiff appearance ; but the buildings ai^ 
beautifully done, and the exhibition, as a whole, 
is exceedingly pretty and ingenious. 

At the church of Notre Dame, near theMuseum, 
military mass was to be performed, and we went 
thither to hear it. The ceremony was- in every 
respect the same which we saw at Nantes; but 
the effect was totally different, owing to the small- 
ness of the church-, which prevented the musi^ 
from sounding well; and but few of the soldienr 
being able to enter the aisle, their appearance* 
was far less imposing, than- when drawn* up iii' 
close files, along the spacious' nave of a- Ibfly 
'cathedral. 

We, now returned to the hotel, and took a ne# 
departure, and first passing through a^ part ofthe* 
magnificent Rue d^Aix, or in other words L^ 
Cours, we arrived at the new Porte d'Aix, ar 
beautiful triumphal arch of stone^ not yet coitf«* 
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pleted. We passed it in coming into the city; but 
I did not then particularly notice it. It stands in 
a large open pUice<f at one extremity of the Rue 
d'Aix, and when completed will be a great addi- 
tion to the beauty of this part of the city. 

We next bent our course towards the public 
pleasure garden, situated at the farther end of the 
Alices de Meilhan, a broad, beautiful promenade, 
bordered with trees and fine houses; and at this 
time many persons, chiefly ladies with their chil- 
dren and nurses, were walking about in different 
parts of it. The ladies were all very genteelly 
dressed, many of them in rich satins and silks, 
made purposely for walking dresses, trimmed up 
and dowa before, with an open waist turned over 
on each side in front, and a handsome habit hand- 
kerchief beneath. The garden was likewise full 
of people, amusing themsejves in various ways, 
according to the universal practice of passing 
Sunday in every part of France. 

At one side the garden (here was a high build- 
ing, which I could not at first imagine the use of; 
but in coming to the front of it, I was soon ap- 
prized of the purpose to which it was appro- 
priated. It is called a Russian Mountain. At 
the top is an open portico, with two narrow rail- 
ways, nearly perpendicular at the commencement, 
leading from it to the garden, through which they 
pass for almost its whole extent. A small car- 
riage^ with two pennons in it, is then placed upon 
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one ot the rail-ways, and the impetus, which it 
acquires in descending the steep part of the de- 
clivity, carries it across the garden, where a per- 
son is stationed to give it a push as it passes, 
and this carries it round a considerable curve, 
and brings it into the second rail-way. Here, a 
slight inclination enables it to reach the bottom of 
the mountain, where the travellers alight, and the 
carriage is drawn to the top by machinery. 
There are a large number of these little car- 
riages, and a long line of them is usually permit- 
ted to collect at the foot, and then they are all 
pulled up in succession. It looks very singularly 
to see them all going up, one after the other, ap- 
parently without any assistance, the wheel, by 
which they are made to ascend, being out of sight 
behind the rail-ways. This wheel is carried 
round by horses, as I afterwards observed upon 
leaving the garden, when the whole was plainly 
visible. 

At the opposite extremity from the mountainy 
several other species of amusement were pur- 
sued. Among them was a whirligig, like those I 
saw in Bordeaux. Near it was a large frame, 
from the centre of which was suspended a 
small wooden bird. At the back of^the frame 
was a widepiece of board, with a mark in the mid- 
dle of it ; and the object of the game is to swing 
the bird forward in such a manner, that his bill 
shall hit the mark,— a task I should think, not 
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easily performed^ as the string by which it is sus- 
pended is so very slender, and the bird so light, 
that it must be difficult to keep it in an even line 
with the mark, however true may be the aim. 
Independently of these curious machines, the gar- 
den contains very little, that is attractive. It is 
neither prettily arranged, nor does it display a 
pleasing variety of plants. After rambling round a 
short time, in the different paths, we returned home 
by the Alices de Meilhan, through which we came. 
On Tuesday we walked to the hill, upon which 
stand the castle and chapel of Notre Dame de 
la Garde. This is chiefly visited on account of 
the splendid view from its summit. In no other 
position can oqe have so accurate an idea of the 
appearance of the city, its situation, the form and 
beauty of its harbor, in addition to the charming 
prospect here afforded of the Mediterranean, with 
its little green islands, and the fine range of 
mountains on one side, which, forming a half cir- 
cle back of the city, seem placed there as a 
mighty barrier to protect it- from every assault of 
wind and tempest, that may harmlessly rage and 
break against their firm and unyielding foundations. 
Neither the castle nor chapel is very remarkable. 
The latter is hung around with several pictures 
of ship wrecks, some of them well done, which 
are brought to the church in fulfilment of vows 
made by seamen in the hour of danger and ap- 
parent death. 



Descending from the castle, we passed through 
the Coors Bourbon, a pleasant, shady walk, to 
the ruins of the ancient abbey of St. Victor. It 
consists now of only two old square towers and 
an ordinary church ; but is peculiarly interest- 
ing, as containing subterranean vaults, where the 
early christians were wont to worship. Several 
chapels, with rough stone altars, a few statues of 
saints, together with small niches cut into the 
wall for purposes of confession, are the princi- 
pal objects to be seen in these dark caves, where 
the primitive professors of the christian religion 
were obliged to conceal themselves, to offer their 
prayers to God in fear and trembling, persecuted 
and driven fVom the face of day by the enemies 
of their faith, whose object and end were to ex* 
terminate them wholly from the earth; but whose 
deadly purposes a mightier arm than that of mor- 
tal man stayed and frustrated. 

In returning from this church to the hotel, we 
passed over the quay upon one side the harbor. 
This we found most offensively unclean, and so 
filled with barrels, boxes, carts, and horses^ and 
with men running to and fro in all directions, 
that we could scarcely make our way through 
without danger of being run down. Upon the 
opposite quay to this is situated the Hotel de 
Ville, a noble stone building of great exterioi' 
beauty; but. the inside I did not see. Here also 
is the Bourse, and the favorite winter promenade 
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t>f the MarseilloiSj along a wide pavement, 
opeif to the harbor on the south, and sheltered 
by the buildings from the cojd winds behind. 
The walk is frequently called the Fire Place of 
King Rene, as that prince was accustomed to 
frequent it verj much during the winter season. 

On Wednesday morning, welefl Marseilles for 
Aix. The scenery, for nearly the whole way, 
was v«ry preUy> and the country generally in a 
good state of cultivation. Just before entering 
Aix, we came to the summit of a long and rather 
steep hill, where is presented a most beautiful 
view of the city, and its environs for a consider- 
able distance around. Soon afler descending this 
hill, we entered the spacious street or ave- 
nue, called Le Cours, shaded with four rows of 
elm trees, and rendered still more imposing in ap- 
]»ear«nce by the elegant, lofly buildings, which 
adorA it on each side. 

Upon axriviog at Aix, we accidentally found a 
very pleasttnt conveyance, by which to pursue 
our jojuumey to Avignon. This was a private car- 
riage, r^urning to that place empty, having 
l^rought some travellers to Aix the day previous. 
It was to start whenever we should be ready, 
«nd we lost no time in making tbe rounds of the 
city. The hotel, at which we stopped, was upon 
Le Ckmrs, and thence we passed through nearly 
the whole length of this charming walk. It is 
ornamented with several fountains; and from one 
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of them issues a stream of warm water, connected 
with a source at some distance from the spot, and 
which we afterwards visited. 

Of the Tarious beautiful buildings that I saw 
at AiXy one that particularly pleased me was the 
Palais de Justice, which, though not quite com- 
pleted, is remarkable for the beauty and simplicity 
of its construction. A neat portico, arched at the 
sides, is supported in front by eight columns, with 
a large square pillar at each corner. Near this 
building a new prison is likewise erecting, though 
now scarce more than begun. 

The Hotel de Ville is rather a handsome edi- 
fice, and contains a good library, in which is a 
bust of its founder, M. de Mejares. At the head 
of the stair-case, in entering, is a statue of the 
Marechal de Villars. 

The Cathedral is an ancient gothic building, 
the front composed of two towers. A beautiful 
baptismal font occupies one of the chapels, and is 
placed beneath a dome, supported by eight lofty 
columns forming arches around it. This, and 
the fine cloister attached to the church, are the 
principal objects of interest contained in the Ca- 
thedral. The cloister is surrounded by arches, 
sustained by small coupled pillars, in the Moorish 
style of architecture. 

The church of La Madelaine is of modern 
erection, built somewhat in the style of the Span- 
ish churcheS; and contains a baptismal font, sim- 
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liar to that in the Cathedral. It stands within a 
temple composed of eight large columns, placed, 
two and two at the four sides of the font. 

The church of St. Jean is chiefly remarkable 
for its lofly spire, its gothic porch, and a fine 
monument, which it contains, to the memory of 
Alphonso Eleventh, and his son Raymond Beren- 
ger. This monument is in the form of a gothic 
portico, ornamented with bas-reliefs, and support- 
ed by coupled columns. Within is seen a full- 
length statue, the arms crossed upon the breast. 
At each side is a smaller portico of the same de- 
scription, detached from it, and in these the figures 
are standing instead of recumbent. The whole 
taken together is very beautiful. 

Our walk terminated at the public baths, which 
receive their waters from the same source as the 
fountain in the Cours, already mentioned. This 
water is of the temperature proper for bathing, 
and the vapor arising from it is sufficiently heated 
to impart a pleasant warmth to the apartments. 
The baths are of marble, and the rooms remarka- 
bly neat and clean. The water is conducted to 
them by pipes, and you may always obtain, at 
any moment, whatever quantity you choose, and 
in precisely the right state for use. In a yard 
back of the house, we were shown a singular an- 
tique basin, surrounded by bas-reliefs. Into the 
basin the water was cmj^tied by three brass cocks, 
that from the central one being cold, and from the 
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Hide ones warm. The source, from whence all 
the different hot streams flow, is yerf near the 
baths, end is covered by a building. It was used 
as a bathing place bj the Romans. . The water is 
here so warm, that the same moisture is produced 
upon the face, if you put your head within the 
door of the building, as if you were holding it 
over a large quantity of steam. Descending a 
few steps from this building, into a kind of shed, 
you come to a large reservoir or basin, with a 
fountain in the centre, to which any persons may 
go to wash, that choose, without payment, and 
which is much frequented for this purpose, by the 
poorer class of people. 

The time of our departure for Avignon having 
now arrived, we returned to the hotel, and were 
soon upon our way. The air was deliciously 
mild, and for part of the distance between Aix 
and Orgon, where we dined, the road was skirted 
with a succession of olive and almond groves, and 
the country beyond was at intervals very beauti- 
ful. Our carriage was a kind of barouche, capa- 
ble of being opened, so that we had the advantage 
of seeing every thing with quite as much dis- 
tinctness as if we had been in the coupee of 
the diligence, and the change from a close 
cramped position to one every way commodious 
and easy, was very acceptable to us, and I en- 
joyed the ride exceedipgly. After dining at 
Orgon, and remaining an hour ' or two for the 
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horses to rest^ we pursued our course to Avignon. 
At Orgon I had particularly remarked the sin- 
gular hats worn by the lower classes of women^ 
and which are, I believe, peculiar to Provence, 
or at least, I have never seen any thing like them 
elsewhere. They are round hats made of black 
felt, with a crown so low, as not at all to deserve 
the name, and which is scarcely perceptible at a 
little distance. The rims of many of them are 
immensely large, and they are generally tipped 
down over the face, so as to leave all the crown 
of the cap projecting out behind. They are most 
ungainly, unfeminine looking things, as could 
well be contrived, and the remainder of the dress 
worn with them displays quite as little taste, to 
say nothing of cleanliness,'as the hats themselves. 
One would hardly suppose these women could 
possibly belong to the same race, much less to 
the same country, with the tidy, well dressed, 
pretty looking grisetteSy whose appearance had 

been so pleasing in other parts of France. 

23* 
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We employed part of a day in seeing the 
curiosities of Avignon. We first visited the 
Cathedral, a very ancient building, standing upon 
an eminence, and only separated by an old ruin 
iVom the Paltfce of the Popes, who for many 
years made Avignon their residence. This is 
likewise an edifice of great antiquity, f$^ these 
several monuments of years gone by, ^iidtjyhich 
seem, when standing opposite them, as it com- 
])osing one entire mass 'Of stone, — have an inter- 
esting and venerable aspect. The interior of the 
Cathedral is said to have fbrnlierly contained a 
number of fine monuments, and other decorations; 
but the destroying* hand of the revolution has 
swept nearly all these away, and though a few of 
the ancient monuments still remain, they are very 
much mutilated and broken. Many parts of the 
church, too, seem to be almost entirely in ruins, 
though several of the chapels have been newly 
repaired and ornamented, and others are now 
undergoing repairs. Upon the wall on one side 
the choir are seen a tablet and inscription to the 
memory of 'the brave Crillon.' 
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In front of the Cathedral is a crucifix of enor- 
mous dimensions, and which is one of the most 
conspicuous objects in approaching the church. 
It is enclosed within a circular railing of iron^ 
gilded at the top, and divided at equal distances 
by four large pillars, each supporting a kneeling 
angel as large as life. At the foot of the cross, 
which is elevated upon four steps, are the figures 
of Mary and John; and four iron branches, at- 
tached to the cross upon opposite sides, are ter- 
minated by large gilt lanterns. The figures are 
not particularly well done; but the effect of the 
whole from the street below is far from being bad. 
Nearly dpposite the palace is the Hotel de la 
Monnaie, now used as a gendarmerie. It is a 
large stone building, ornamented in a very singu- 
lar style, and of very striking appearance. 

In going out from the Cathedral, we turned to 
our right, and came to the spot called Le Rocher, 
or the Rock of Avignon, where is a column, rest- 
ing upon a mound ascended by steps, and*termi« 
naled at the top by a crucifix. From thence 
there is one of the most charming views I have 
ever seen. The rock itself is very much elevated 
above the city, which is pleasantly situated, in 
the midst of a delightfully verdant and highly 
cultivated plain, stretching out on every side, in- 
tersected by the beautiful windings of the Rhone, 
and bounded by lofly mountains. 

Leaving this spot, we descended, by a long 
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flight of steps, into the city, and proceeded to the 
Chapelle de la Misericorde, formerly a convent, 
and one of the old priests came forward, when 
we entered, and conducted us through several 
apartments, hung with pictures, which he praised 
very much, and a few of which were in fact quite 
good, though not so remarkably fine as he wished 
to make us believe they were. But the object, 
that attracts all strangers to this chapel, and 
which is alone worth a visit to Avignon to see, 
is a most exquisite little statue of Christ upon the 
cross, carved in polished ivory by Jean Guiller- 
min, in sixteen hundred fifly-nine. The body 
consists of one single piece, with the excep- 
tion of the arms, which are separate. It is 
impossible for any work of art to be more per- 
fect than this inimitable piece of sculpture, 
and all that could be said in its praise would be 
but faint, in comparison to its surprising beautjr. 
The expression of acute agony could scarcely 
be more plainly discernible in the living, breath- 
ing form, than in the admirable representation of 
it. The swollen veins, the contracted nerves 
and arteries of the body, the speaking anguish of 
the countenance, all are so expressive of the most 
intense pain and suffering, that no person, unless 
wholly destitute of feeling, could gaze upon it 
without the deepest emotions of pity and sorrow. 
The delicacy and lightness of the material, that 
composes it, increase the beauty of the workman- 
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ship, and well may its possessors pronounce it in- 
valuable. The manner in which they became 
masters of it is somewhat singular. The members 
of the convent had received from the Pope the 
privilege of pardoning a criminal every year; — 
and the nephew of Jean Guillermin being sen- 
tenced to death, they granted him his life, upon 
the condition that this precious and beautiful 
morceau should be the recompense. This con- 
dition, was, of course, accepted, and the convent 
has remained in possession of it to this day. 

We next repaired to the grave of Laura, 
situated in a garden near the ruins of the ancient 
church of the Cordeliers. Before the church was 
destroyed the tomb stood within it ; but the place 
it occupied is now only marked by a cypress tree 
and a small column. No tomb-stone or even 
mound remained to indicate the exact spot, where 
the remains of the lovely object of Petrarch's ro- 
mantic attachment were said to have been de- 
posited; but afler the destruction of the church, 
the cypress tree, which is pointed out as over- 
shadowing her grave, was planted as a memento of 
this mysterious, perhaps I may say fabulous being, 
and some stranger has since erected the column. 

Afler making a fruitless attempt to enter the 
Museum, and a great foundery, each occupying 
the remains of a celebrated convent, we returned 
to the hotel, and at three o'clock in the after- 
noon took a cabriolet for Vaucluse. 
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In going out from Avignon, we passed through 
a beautiful avenue of trees, the branches arched 
over at the top, forming ai\ agreeable and cool 
promenade. At three or four miles distance from 
the city, we alighted at the foot of a long hill, and 
walked up, in order to enjoy the celebrated view 
from its summit. This view differs from that of 
the Rocher in exhibiting the city of Avignon in 
the distance. And the hill, upon which we now 
were, being much higher the prospect was more 
extensive, — and the charming plain, with its in- 
numerable fruit trees, and bright green verdure, 
the city, the river, the mountains,— were all seen 
at once, instead of in succession as at the Rocher. 
I have not seen any scenery in France so like a 
Spanish hueria as this, and few landscapes are to 
«iny eye more beautiful, than the huertas^ which you 
are so freely called upon to admire in travelling 
through the eastern part of Spain. 

Not far from the hill I have just mentioned, is 
a descent on the other side, and here you have 
nearly as fine a view as the first, the city being 
exchanged for great numbers of small white dwel- 
ling houses scattered over the valley in all direc- 
tions. The road winds along through this valley, 
after descending the hill, and for nearly the whole 
distance to Vaucluse the scenery continues very 
delightful. We passed through the village of 
L^Isle, to which place it is usual for travellers to 
return and sleep, if they visit Vaucluse towards 
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evening. From this fact^ we had supposed that 
there was no inn at Yaucluse, and that it would 
be necessary for us also to return to L'Isle; but 
in this, as we afterwards found) we were mistaken. 

In drawing near Yaucluse, you see nothing 
before you but huge masses of rock, which 
you are gradually approaching through a solitary 
valley, where you observe not the slightest indi- 
cation, that any thing like the habitations of men 
is to be found beyond it; &s the winding of the 
road conceals the hamlet entirely from view. 
Making a sudden turn, however, we could at 
length plainly discern it, standing in the midst of 
inaccessible rocks, and the river Sorgue running 
along through it. The hamlet only consists of a 
few scattered houses, and among them we found, 
to our surprize, no less than three inns, at one of 
which, the Hotel de Petrarque, we alighted, and 
were shown into a bed-room, very neatly furnish- 
ed, and hung round with pictures, one represent- 
ing a view of the fountain, and the. other two 
being very well painted portraits of Petrarch and 
Laura. 

After resting ourselves a few moments only, 
we walked out, and took a path at random, which 
brought us directly to the fountain* Never shall 
I forget the impressive scene, which here met 
our eyes. The evening was perfectly delightful. 
The moon, now at her full, rode proudly along the 
deep blue heavens, which were closely studded 
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with stars, and a light, passiag cloud, which oc- 
caflionallj obscured her lustre for au instant, 
threw an air of greater .wiklness and grandeur 
upon the objects around us. Rocks, whose siun- 
mits seefided almost to mingle with the clouds, 
and whi^ by the light of 4he moon, assumed all 
the shapes of pjrramids, towors, and castles, shut 
in the prospect on every side. All was silent and 
solitary. No sound was to be heard but the mur- 
muring of the waters, as they fell in cascades 
over the rocks and were then seen winding 
calmly and smoothly along in the valley below. 
Following the little ibot path, close to the verge 
of the water, we finally reached the fountain, at 
which the walk terminates, and beyond which you 
cannot pass. 

A perpendicular rock of immense size and 
height, rises above the fountain, and beneath this 
rock is a large cavern, where may be seen in sum- 
mer, when the waters are low, the spring, which 
forms the source of the river Sorgue. This river 
is of considerable width, even at the source of 
it, and you may imagine the singularity of seeing 
a large body of water issuing from the apparently 
solid rock, as the cavern beneath it was almost 
wholly concealed, at the time we visited it, by 
the height of the water. Immediately without 
the mouth of the cavern is a deep basin or pond 
of circular form, in which the river commences, 
and then passes off from one side of it over the 
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j-ocks below. The sight of the fayorite haunt of 
the illustrious Petrarch most warmly interested 
my feelings, and the reflection, that his constant 
and unfortunate passion for the beautiful Laura 
was breathed forth to the echoes of these very 
rocks, now towering above my head, and that the 
path I was then treading had often been pressed 
by his footsteps, threw a magic charm over the 
scene, that I want words to express. 

But independently of the associations connected 
with the place, scarcely could a spot have been 
selected of greater natural beauty, or one more 
favorable to poetry and romance, than the lonely, 
retired valley of Vaucluse. Its perfect stillness 
and apparent isolation from the rest of the world, 
together with the awe inspired by the view of 
those rocky pinnacles, whose firm foundations 
appear to have been coeval with time itself, 
necessarily awaken feelings, closely allied, to say 
the least, with the poetical and romantic. In re- 
turning, by the foot-path, we were much surprised 
to remark that the rock, over which it passes, 
was perfectly alive with water, and innumerable 
little streams trickling from the side of it in 
eyery direction. Some of these little streamlets 
gushed out with much violence, and by putting a 
stick downwards into the aperture, through which 
ihe water passes, we found that they spouted up in 
small jets from the ground under the rock; but the 
^source of them I in vain endeavored to conjecture. 

24 
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Our ereDtDg's ramble being finished, we re^ 
paired to the inn, and, after a good night's rest, 
arose earlj in the morning to view the fountain 
by daylight. Bnt we found very little to observe 
that we had not seen perfectly well by the Ught 
of the moon, which had certainly rendered the 
scene more striking, if not moredisttnctlj visible. 
I did not, however, remark the evening before, 
as now, that the whole bed of the river was cov- 
ered with green moss, -which produced a pecu- 
liarly lively and beautiful effect, as seen through 
the crystal clearness of the water. With «ome 
difficulty, and not a little caution, we crossed 
over to the opposite side, by means of several 
(large, moss-covered stones, and pursuit^ the path 
over that side to the hamlet, we mounted up to 
the top of an elevated point overlooking the 
fountain, where stand the ruins of an ancient 
castle. Little else now remains of it, but the 
walls, which may be seen very well from below,- 
without being at the trouble of cUmbtng v^ to the 
summit of the hill. 

Just in front of the inn, where we lodged, is a 
very neat monument to the memory of him, who 
has given to VaucHise ail its celebrity; It is a 
-plain white column, restingupon a square pede^* 
tal, on each side of which is a sma!) wreath, and 
on one this simple inscription, ^Petrarque.* 
it formerly stood near the fountain, where'^ was 
ahnost lost to^ view anndiheloffy^ rocks, andap^ 
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peared to great disadvantage. By the request of 
the Duchess d'Angouleme, it was, a few years 
siDce^ removed to the spot it now occupies. 

Between eight and nine o'clock we leA Vau^ 
cluse for Orange, and,^ upon paying the bill at 
the inn, we discovered, very easily, why so few 
travellers resorted to it. It was certainly the 
most exorbitant and extravagant bill ever pre- 
sented to us in France. We had very much 
wondered, upon finding so decent a house at 
Vaucluse, that it should be apparently shunned 
by visiters ; but our wonder ceased before leav- 
ing the place although the obsequious landlady 
had assured us, that there was no reason why 
their hotfse should not be as much frequented as 
that at L'Isle. 

A pleasant ride of five hours brought us to 
Orange. Before reaching it, we passed through 
the town of Carpentras, much celebrated in the 
time of the Remans. We had a good view of the 
beautiful new hospital, the highway leading di- 
rectly by the front of it; and could also see at a 
distance the arches of an aqueduct of modem 
construction. In riding through the market- 
place, we saw a very large number of oxen, 
standing there for sale; and the place was liter- 
ally crowded with people, of both sexes and all 
ages. 

The town of Orange is a small, unsightly look- 
ing place; but pleasantly situated in the midst of 
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a delightful plain. It is chiefly remarkable fot 
rts antiquities. The first, and best preserved of 
these is the triumphal arch, which is indeed a 
very splendid monument^ and standing as it does 
upon an open plain, with nothing to intercept the 
view, it may be seen for a great distance on every 
side. It is formed of three arches, and the cen- 
tral one, which is much the largest, is exactly in 
a line with the road, which would have been con- 
tinued through it, but for the fear that the jar- 
ring, occasioned by carriages constantly passing 
under it, would hasten its destruction; and it has 
therefore been enclosed by small stone pillars, 
and the road passes aroirnd these on each side. 
What still remains of the sculpture, whicfi original- 
ly beautified this noble arch, is extremely ricb 
and elegant ; but a great portion, of these orna- 
ments is now entirely destroyed. It has been 
necessary, indeed, to repair nearly the whole of 
one side, to preserve it from ruin, and with these 
repairs, which are all of plain stone and not orna- 
mented at all, it will probably stand for many 
years to come. 

From the arch, we walked to the opposite ex- 
tremity of the town, to visit the ruins of a Roman 
theatre, which is situated partly upon a high hill, 
and is still in so excellent a state of preservation, 
that a perfectly accurate idea of its construction 
may be obtained. The seats for the spectators, 
opposile the stage, are cut into the hill just moa-* 
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libned^ and ri^e gradwaUf one above the other 
to the top of it. The position of the stage is very 
distinctly marked hy a huge urall of ancemented 
stones, that conttects together the two ends of the 
circular part of the theatre, thus forming the back 
of the stage, and the fi-ont of the edifice. This 
wall is nearly t entire, and is twelye feet thick, 
tliree hnndred long, and a hundred and eight in 
height. The whole extent of it, being, as I have 
before observed, the principal front of the build- 
ing, is highly ornamented; but, shame to say, the 
different apartmeitfs still remaining are occupied 
as blacksmiths' shops, a prison, and the wretched 
abodes of squalid pov3erty« The interior of the 
theatre, too, betweea the stage and the spectators' 
seats, is filled with the most miserable little 
hovels; and troops of idle, ^irty, balfiiaked 
urehina may be sew peering at you from every 
ccTVBBt you turn. 

We ascended aetaiS'^case, ieadii^ to tiieupper 
pact of ooe of the mkogB^ and, condacted by a lit- 
tle ^irl, who kept the. key, sre passed tiinough a 
flttaUnoocn, thateervedas tisehoma of herself 
aad famiiyi Adirty atraar bed apoa the "Boot 
ip one isornariof the coain, and a fair btsobaa pieees 
of wooden furniture, wens aU tint the apaitmmit 
eoi^nedy and tbe UfgiiA and air fmog admitted 
tibnrough the doer^ the. idampaess aad darkness 
alaae;^ »«iU aaeaa tOc fcoder it kisu|ipe«taUe to 
feranykostfiofiuflau BMIkaamteh- 

24* 
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edly poor have no choice of abode, and the iti^ 
habitants of this miserable dwelling place pro'^ 
bably considered themselves fortunate to be able 
to obtain a shelter for their heads, of whatever 
description it might be. 

Near the theatre are the vestiges of an ancient 
circus, or what is supposed to have been such, 
from its form, which has been ascertained by the 
careful investigation of antiquaries, who have 
visited Orange for the purpose of throwing some 
light upon the subject, and who have given satis- 
factory reasons for the supposition, that this ruin, 
believed by many to have been an amphitheatre, 
and which in fact has given rise to a variety of 
speculations as to its origin, was a circus of 
immense size, and covering a large portion of the 
ground now occupied by the town. Several rem- 
nants of stones and columns, together with what 
is supposed to have been a door of entrance, and 
which is almost' entire, have been discovered in 
different parts of the town contiguous to the ruin; 
and, making a plan of all these together upon 
paper, in the same position that they actually 
stand, a<5omplete circus is formed of them) which 
certainly leaves very little doubt that such was 
its primitive destination. 

Having seen every thmg worthy of observa- 
tion in Orange, all which is comprised in the 
three ruins above described, we were quite residjr 
to leave it early in the afternoon; but were unable 
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to find a conveyance until one o'clock in the 
morning, when we took a cabriolet for the little 
post village of La Palud, about three leagues dis- 
tant. This village being upon the direct road 
from Nismes to L)^>nSy it is much more easy to 
obtain seats in the diligence from thence than 
from Orange. Here we remained until eight 
o'clock, when the diligence arrived, and we took 
our places for Vienne. The ride as far Valence 
was very agreeable. The day was pleasant, with 
the exception of a few gentle showers, that might 
also be called pleasant, as they served to lay the 
dust, that would have otherwise much incommoded 
us. For almost the whole day, we were traversing 
a most charming country, and the waters of the 
river Rhone, winding along through a delightful 
valley, imparted that feature of beauty so es- 
sentially necessary to the perfection of fine 
scenery. 
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Upon arriving at Valence, early in the even'^ i 

tag, we fand expected, through the promise of the 
eondudeuTy to take our seats in the ctmpee for the 
remainder of the night; but owing to a shameful 
imposition, on the part of the agent of whom we 
took our seats, we were obliged to tide in the 
inierienry where, among other persons, were two i 

officers, each with a Uttie dog fi»te>ned by a 
chain; and these disagreeable creatures were to 
be our companions for ten or twelve hours to 
come. I had anticipated not being able to sleep, 
as soon as I saw what company we were likely 
to have, and my expectations were fully an- 
swered, as I scarcely closed my eyes for a mo- 
ment, and when I did, was sure to be aroused by < 
the restless and continual movement of one of the 
poor animals, that,— unaccustomed to his novel 
situation, and with no room to move, without 
incommoding some one, and consequently re- 
ceiving a kick or a blow,--rScarcely kept quiet 
for an instant, during the whole night; 

Few things in France have struck me as more 
puerile, than the common practice among gentle- 
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men, of keeping chained dogs attached to them 
wherever they go. It is bad enough to see 
women throwing away their time and care, upon a 
little pet lap-dog; and excites a feeling of regret 
and astonishment that they cannot find some more 
worthy employment. You may naturally sup- 
pose that'' the uncomfortable night, which this 
Ibolish practice had occasioned me, did not put 
me in any better humor with it; and I was never 
more thankful to arrive at any place, than I was 
when the diligence stopped at Vienna, where we 
were to remain several hours, thus getting rid of 
our troublesome fellow travellers. 

Almost the first thing, which we did upon 
alighting, was to secure places in the cowpte for 
Lyons ; and then, having been refreshed by an 
excellent breakfast, we employed ourselves, for 
the next four or five hours, in seeing the city. 
Vienne is very agreeably situated at the conflu- 
ence of the Rhone, and over this river is sus- 
pended a wire bridge, built after the manner of 
that at Beaucaire^ It was anciently^ a cele- 
brated Roman city, and still continues in a flour- 
ishing condition. Among the various remains, 
which it possesses, of its former grandeur, are the 
ruins of a triumphal arch, a pyramid, and the 
Maisen Carree, resembling, in form that at 
Nismes; but not nearly so splendid. It is, how- 
ever, remarkably well preserved, and the interior 
contains very many intere^ing antiques. One 
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of these is a mosaic^ of yery large dimensions, 
and finely executed; and there are likewise sev« 
eral remnants of columns and altars, upon which 
are carved fruits and flowers, of the most delicate 
and beautiful description. 

Of the triumphal arch very little now remains, 
and it is so surrounded and mingled in with other 
buildingSi as to lose whatever beauty of aspect it 
might once have possessed. 

The pyramid is of very simple construction, 
resting upon four pillars, forming the corners of 
a small square, with openings into it from each 
of the four sid^s. There are few ornaments vis- 
ible upon any part of it; but the singularity of its 
shape, aad its situation in tlia midst . of an open 
field, render it a striking and conspicuous object 
when entering the city, as the road passes within 
a few yards of it. 

In addition to these ancient monuments, I was 
much pleased with a view of the Cathedral, 
which is very splendid, both within aad without. 
A fine broad flight of steps in front, the whole 
width of the building, and twenty eight in num- 
ber, conduct into the interior, which consists of a 
central and two side naves, the former extend- 
ing uninterruptedly through the entire length of 
the church, and terminating at the choir, which 
is, in fact, but a continuation of the nave. At 
the end composing the choir it is rounded, and 
ornamented with some very handsome painted 
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windows. The ceiling of the chief nave is painted 
sky-*blue, with small yellow stars strewn over it, 
the effect of which is remarkably pretty. The 
sides of the nave are likewise adorned with 
ranges of small arcades. 

Itf happened to be Palm Sunday, the day we 
were at Vienne, and the Cathedral was crowded 
with persons of all ages and sizes, aH holding 
green branches in their hands,, in honor of the 
day. I was much surprised, and not a little 
amused, to observe that, notwithstanding the 
services, which were going on at the altar, a large 
number of little children were froHcing and play- 
ing about the church, without any person's ap- 
pearing to take notice of them, or to make any 
effort whatever to stop their untimed glee. Un- 
timed it was not to them, I suppose, though to 
me it seemed strangely incongruous to hear the 
voices of romping children resounding through 
a church at the hours of prayer. The green 
branches, which these little ones bore in their 
hands, were hung, in every part, with oranges, 
apples, cakes, blown eggs, and large bunches of 
different colored ribbons. 

At two o'clock, in the afternoon, we left Vi- 
enne for Lyons, and reached that place before 
dark. There was nothing particularly pleasant 
in the scenery, until arriving at the summit of 
a hill, just before reaching Ljrons. Here the 
prospect is indeed admirable, presenting an un- 
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commonly fine -view of the city, and the verdant 
plain contiguous to it, watered and fertilised by 
the river Rhone, which passes through the midst 
of both the plain and the city, which latter is sit- 
uated at the junction of that river with the Saone j 
while the hilly country . around id almost com- 
pletely covered with innumerable little villas and 
country houses, scattered about in every direc- 
tion, to which you can turn your eye. In a few 
moments afler descending the hill, we passed 
through a beautiful faubourg, united by a bridge 
to the city on the opposite side of the river. In 
entering the city, the first object, which attracts 
the attention, is the magnificent new Hospital, a 
building of great extent, fronting upon the quay, 
which borders the banks of the Rhone. From the 
centre of the edifice rises a large and handsome 
dome. Passing up a street on one side of the 
hospital, we drove directly to the hotel des Am- 
bassadeurs, delightfully situated upon the Place 
de Belle Cour, where the diligence stopped, and 
where we also decided to take up our abode for 
the present. 

The next morning, we walked out upon the 
Place de Belle Cour, or Louis le Grand, the 
most spacious and beautiful square in Lyons. 
It is one thousand feet in length, and six hundred 
fifi;y in breadth, with a range of regularly built 
houses occupying each end of it. One side is 
J)ordered with an avenue of treeS; and small 
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co/b in front, and upon the opposite side is a line 
of shops, hotels, and other buildings, many of 
them very large and handsome. In the centra of 
the pliice stands the bronze equestrian statue of 
Louis Fourteenth, the plaister model of which I 
have already described to you, as preserved in 
the Conservatoire des Arts et Metiers at Paris. 
The mode] is, in every respect, like the actual 
«tatue, except thai, the latter being bronze, and 
standing upon a lofly pedestal in the centre of an 
extensive square, the effect is altogether differ- 
ent. In this, however, as in the model, I found 
it difficult to detect the resemblance to Louis, 
from the absence of the wig, or of any other cov- 
ering for the head, but the laurel wreath that en- 
circles his brow. A bronze railing, of much 
beauty, encloses the statue, and near the top of 
the railing, all around, at short distances apart, is 
the cypher L. Y. G. D., being part of the letters 
of the ancient Latin name of the city. 

Our next point to gain, from the Place de 
Belle Cour, was the monumlsntal Chapel, erected 
to the memory of those citizens, who perished 
during the revolution. To reach this, we crossed 
to the other side of the Rhone, upon one of the 
great number of bridges, most of them construct- 
ed of wood, that are thrown across the two rivers 
at different points, none of them very remarkable 
for their beauty, but rather for their great strength 

and durability. The monumental Chapel is a 

25 



290 FRANCE. 

most odd, (ancifol looking building, not at all 
agreeable in its effect upon ibe eye. Its ebief 
pecaliarity consists in thi^, tbst npoB t^e part «f 
the Chapel answering tt) tbetower^f a cburch, is 
a tall, beavy pyramid of hewn stone, resting itpoa 
a small, onenitory building, with a few windcyws 
at tbe sides, and a flight of steps to 'enter 4n frost. 
At tbe back part is an iron latticed door, through 
which you may see alarge Tauh, extending under 
the whole Chapel. T%e use to which this is prob- 
ably applied is for a burial-pilttce. 

Passing by the Quai de St. 'Clmr, and khe 
splendid range of noble buildings situated upon 
it, we returned to the central part of the city, and 
visited the Hotel de Ville. This edifice, though 
possessing much of the blackness and dingtness 
of aspect, x^ommon to almost all the buildings, 
public and private, in Lyons, is, nevertheless, 
very majestic and beautiful. 'We first entered a 
court with four large pavilions at the -oOTiieFS, 
connected together on two sides by buikBngs, 
and on the- other 'two 'hy ranges of open areades. 
Ascending a flight of steps, -wexpassed Ihveugh 
one of these arcades into a second -court, sur- 
rounded with buildings, and thenee into a large 
vestibule or hall, where are the two beautifiii 
lironze statues, which originally adorned <fbe pe- 
destal, u pon -whl<ih a'fbrmer statue er.Louis ^eur- 
teenth once stood, in the Place :de B^le •Ck>Qr. 
These colossal figures, the ene mde^ -the oiher 
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female j represent the two rivers Rhone and 
Sftone. The founer is m a recliniog attitude, 
supported: by a huge bronze lion, — aad the latter, 
i^o EecUning,. is upheld by^ a lioness of equally 
gigintie statttie. The front of the Hotel de 
Ville ts very beautifully constrAicted, and is 
sdor Bed with a bas-relief statue of Henry Fourth, 
tagelker with statues of Hercoles and Minerva. 
B«dE of diese,: from the centre of the building, 
rises the* tower. Very near in th& vicinity of the 
edifiee^they are erecting a most sumptuous and 
elegant stone theatre. 

The Palais des Arts, in the same neighborkood, 
is likewise a very fine building. The inner 
^couri is a Isorge beautiful area, planted with trees 
and flowers^ with a statue in the centre of it, and 
surrounded by gsdleries. of arcades,, which form the 
base of four lofly piles of buildings. Within the 
galleries is contained a large collection' of rare 
antiquitiefr, arranged with great care and taste,, in 
arches, placed' against the wall to compare^ with 
the arcades. Above these, is a second open 
g«llery, extending around the buildings, and 
bordered by a low iron balustrade. From this 
gallery you enter the several apartments^ which, 
togetber with the antiques, compose the public 
Museum. 

We visited the gallery of pictures only, and 
with these I was perfectly delighted. The paint- 
ings, very n^any of them, were highly interesting 
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On the following morning, at four o'clock, we 
entered the steam boat for Chalons, and reached 
this place at half-past nine in the evening. The 
banks of the Saone, between Lyons and Chalons, 
are in many places extremely beautifn), and for 
the whole distance, indeed, there is a great varie- 
ty of villages and country seats, surrounded by 
highly cultivated land, and fresh green fields of 
rural and charming aspect. The two largest 
places are Trevoux and Macon, at both of which 
the boat stopped for a short time, to land and 
take in passengers. 

Very soon after leaving Lyons, we passed the 
Isle Barbe, a favorite resort of the foshionable of 
the city, and much celebrated for the beaoty of 
its scenery. The Emperor Charlemagne is said 
to have been so much fascinated with this little 
island, that he bad contemplated retiring frowthe 
world, and makinglt the place of his final abode. 
A handsome chain bridge oonnectt the udand 
with the main land. 

Upon arriving at Ghalons, we fenfid tbe dili- 
gence for IMjoh quite full^ a&d were thereibre 
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obliged to remain until the following morning at 
five o'clock, thus gaining a good night's sleep, 
but abridging considerably the time, which we 
should be able to devote to Dijon. 

Our ride from Chalons was very pleasant, 
through a country almost exclusively covered 
with vines. We passed several of the vineyards, 
where the best Burgundy wines are produced. 
At Beaune, where we dined, I had an opportunity 
of judging, as to the goodness of the wine made 
here, for the common table wine set before us 
was certainly of a most superior and delicious 
quality. 

Beaune is a very lively looking place, and 
possesses, among other public buildings, a well 
endowed hospital, built in the gothic style, and 
which I saw to advantage, it being near the hotel 
where we dined. In the course of the aflernoon 
we reached Dijon. The entrance to the city, as 
well as the general aspect of those parts of it 
which I saw, pleased me yery much, but our 
arrangements being to depart for Paris in the 
evening, my time was chiefly occupied in obtain- 
ing rest and refreshment. I had an opportunity, 
bowever, of seeing the fine Cathedral, whose 
beautifiil spire, three hundred and seventy-five 
ftet in height, ia much and deservedly admired. 

The diligence, in which we left Dijon, was one 
of those belonging to lAi&tte, Caillard and Compa- 
ny. The oarriages bebnging to thia line are all 
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uncommonlj easy and neatly finished, and having 
fortunately secured good comer seats^ a circum- 
stance very desirable when obliged to ride all 
nigbty we determined to keep on direct to Paris 
without stopping, being a journey of about forty- 
eight hours. The weather was very delightful, 
and notwithstanding the fatigue of sitting in the 
carriage two days and nights in succession, and 
this too almost without sleep, I enjoyed the jour- 
ney, for the most part, very highly. 

The second day after leaving Dijon, we passed 
through the village of Moutereau, celebrated as 
the theatre of a bloody conflict between the French 
and the Allied Armies in eighteen hundred four- 
teen. It is situated at the juncture of the Seine 
and the Yonne, in the midst of a charming coun- 
try, in a fine state of cultivation. Just after pass- 
ing through the village, we came to a long hiU, 
where all the passengers alighted and walked 
up; — a toil for which we were amply repaid, by 
the almost boundless and beautiful prospect, that 
greeted our eyes from its summit. Indeed, for 
the whole journey, objects of great attraction and 
interest had constantly succeeded each other, 
calling forth our unwearied attention and admira- 
tion. The villages, that we passed through, in 
the provinces of Burgundy, Champagne, and Isle 
de France, were extremely numerous; some re- 
markable for their charming situation, others for 
the chateaus^ that, standing imbedded in the 
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trees, with long shady ^ avenue^ leading from 
them, or bright, airy terraces, commanding a 
view of the country around, seemed to invite our 
longer delay, to enjoy a more (yrotracted and near 
inspection of their beauties and splendor. 

Part of the journey, that is, from Dijon, through 
Semur, Montbard, Ancy-le-Franc, Tonnerre, 
and St. Florentin, to Joigny, was a kind of cross- 
road; but not the less interesting on that account. 
At Joigny, we entered upon the great road from 
Lyons through Sens and Montereau to Melun, 
and thence, through the delightful villages of 
Montgeron, and Villeneuve-Saint-George, into 
Paris, by the Barriere de la Gare. As we grad- 
ually approached the metropolis, the villages and 
fine castles continued to increase, and country 
seats of the most beautiful description lent a still 
more pleasing diversity to the scene. At eight 
o'clock, on the evening of the ninth of April, we 
once more entered Paris, after having been ab- 
sent from it nearly six months. The brilliant 
gas^lighted shops, the crowded streets and rattling 
carriages, soon announced our having reached 
the busy capital, and in a few moments more we 
drove into the spacious court-yard of the great 
proprietors before mentioned. 

And this, though but a court-yard, amply de- 
serves a description here. One entire side of it 
is occupied by an hotel, and around the remaining 
part are large^ handsotne buildings, divided into 
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different ofiices; and ast these trairellere may be 
booked to every p«t of France, and to almost 
every part of Europe. Over the door of oBe^ 
building you see, ia large letters, Italy,— eves 
a second, Spain, — over a third, Englaad, — and 
so on, each efiiee being marked with the munes 
of a different, set of routes; Thos ^dien^a strasger 
is desirous of going into It&ly, for instance^ he 
has only to repur to the office designated by thai: 
name, and is spared (lie trouble pi going: f^ou 
plaee to place, in ordbr to learn^ the proper 
office,, at which to obtain infonaatioa resp^id^ 
mg the route, <^ to obtina; a seat; Thie gob^ 
Tonient establishment^ termed the Messag^aes 
Geaerales, is undoubtedly the meet spkndidf 
and exteUMTe of ila kind, in tlie= world. There? 
is, however, another in Parie, of a similar de»> 
criptba^ nearly equal tothiain extent^ though fiw 
less elegantly got up. It ie called the MeaaagiF* 
ries Boyalea;: and it was by this line,^tb»t we teavel-^ 
1m1 from Brussels to Paris,, the precedii^ sumraeR. 
The night of our arrival, April aisBthy we alep# 
at the hotel connected with the Mea8ag0Fies^ 
Generates; and the following morning resumed 
our old lodgiitga in Rue d'Astoi, where we rei- 
ceived a warm welcome from CHir friends, and 
where, I will assure you, I wa^ delighted to be 
once more comfortably established afier idl the 
fatigues of a long jotirney, and of the latter part 
of it particularly. 
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IBmihit jQffBt four f^r fivs dajSy sittMieqiifiiit to 
iny reaching Paris, I remaiiietl ^icttty at home, 
'-not only to veoover &ommy fatigue., but also on 
4weoui]it of tlie rainy^ cold, disagreeable weathef , 
whadi it seems our fate to have always found in 
this otherwise delightful dty. We had eeen but 
little weather like it, since leartng Paris io Oc- 
tober; and a change from the bright and cloud- 
less fidues of the south of Spain, and the almost 
equally detightfui ones of the south of France, 
to the cold, chill atmosphere, and the continual 
rain, which greeted our return to the centre of 
all gaiety and lashion, was of course far from 
pleasant. 

Wednesday, the fourteenth, however, being a 
iine dc^, and one of those on which the celebrated 
establishment of the-Gobelms is exhibited to all 
who hare obtained tickets £>rthat purpose, we 
•set out, eai^ly aflier breakfast, with the intention of 
visking it,.ail0r taking two or three other thiogs 
on the way thither, that we were also desirous of 
seeing. In passing the ehur^ of St. Sulpioe, 
I could not forbear to enter it again; and was, if 
possible^ more atruck with the si^ender of it now, 
than when I had first seen it. Few •churches can 
surpass it in noUe and majestic exterior, or in 
beauty of decoration wtithin. The rpatnted chap- 
els luuve*a wonderfully r&ie -e^Sect. 

;Our -path lay ^urough the garden of the Iaix- 
•mbourg, through which, and the eourt of lis 
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magnificent palace, I passed with admiraiion, 
familiar as thej were to my eye. The garden 
was fresh, green, and bright, as the most soft and 
beautiful verdure could make it, and as I gazed 
around, in walking through it, I could scarcely 
give the palm of beauty, even to the garden of 
the Tuileries itself. 

The central walk, leading through the middle 
of the garden, terminates at the front of the Ob- 
servatory, towards which our steps were directed. 
This is a neat stone building, particularly adapted, 
in its architecture, to astronomical obsenrations. 
The top of the roof composes a terrace, which 
you ascend by a very remarkable geometrical 
stone stair-case. It is of a spiral form, and en- 
tirely supports itself. Before going up to the 
top, we entered several apartments, where were 
placed telescopes, of different sizes and powers. 
Had we gone in the evening*, we might have had 
an opportunity to view the heavenly bodies through 
them, that is, provided an evening could be found 
sufficiently clear for such a purpose. 

In the vicinity of the Observatory is the Hos- 
f)ice des Enfans Trouves, or Foundling Hospital. 
At the bottom of the stair-case, in entering, is a 
marble statue of St. Vincent de Paule, with one 
little infant in his arms, and another lying at his 
feet. It was by the persuasion of this benevolent 
man, who also founded the order of the Sisters of 
Charity, that Louis Thirteenth gave a donation^ 
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x>t so much per jear, for the establishment of a 
place of reception for foundlings; and during the 
minority of his son Louis Fourteenth, his widow, 
Anne of Austria, Bestowed double the sum grant- 
ed by her husband, upon the same institution. 
It is from this period, that the foundation of the 
Foundling Hospital in Paris is dated; but it is 
only since the year 1811, that it has been under 
such regulations and restrictions, as to prevent 
those gross abuses, which had previously crept 
into the institution, threatening it with utter 
ruin. 

The number of children in the Hospice, at the 
time I visited it, was one hundred and fifty, all of 
them very small infants; and these, under the 
kind and tender care of the Sisters of Charity, 
and of the nurses appointed to take charge of the 
poor little helpless beings, ' are in a situation as 
neat and confortable as it is^ possible they should 
foe. It is a rule of the institution, that every 
child, received into it, who^e health will admit 
x>f this, shall be sent into the country to be nursed, 
under the inspection of the overseers of the 
hospital, until sufficiently old to become an inmate 
of the Hospice des Orphelins, where orphan chil- 
dren are taught to read and write, preparatory to 
being bound out to service. No child is permit- 
ted to be taken into the Foundling Hospital over 
two years of age; and if, by chance, one should 
be left there above that age, it is immediately 

26 
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sent to the Orphan Asjlum. A cradle, tiimiog 
upon a pirot, with a hell beside it, is placed ia 
the wall of the porter's lodge, and into this the 
children are convejed, and the bell being rung, 
thej are removed instantly to the room appropri- 
ated to the purpose of receiving them. 

The first room, that I entered, was the Infirm*^ 
ary, in which was a range of little cribs, in the 
form of cradles, with dark blue curtains drawn 
closely around, thus screening the eyes of the 
little patients from too great a glare of light. We 
next passed into the great hall, a fine large room, 
lined on both sides with these same little cribs, 
only that the curtains were white instead of blue. 
In all of them, however, I could not but notice 
how perfectly clean and freshly aired were the 
beds and bed-clothes, and likewise how neatly 
dressed were all the attendants belonging to the 
house. The number of nurses is about one to 
four children, and their duty is to see that thes^ 
are comfortable and sufier for nothing; but they 
are not allowed to tend them more than is abso- 
lutely necessary, and each child must occupy its 
own appropriate crib. 

Near the Foundling Hospital is the Maison 
d' Accouchement, which I cannot pass over in 
silence^ as it is esteemed one of the most useful 
institutions ever established in France. Its great 
public ufjity consists not so much in its affording 
a place of refuge for the honest poor, as well as 
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lor those, who have strayed from the paths of 
virtue, — as in the fact, that there is united with 
it a school of midwifery, where a large num- 
ber of females are regularly educated in that 
branch of the medical art. 

Every part of this hospital, as well as that for 
the foundlings, the two being in fact connected 
together, is kept in the nicest order; and large, 
airy apartments are appropriated as work rooms, 
where all the inmates are employed at stated 
hours every day, in making garments for them* 
selves and for the infants belonging to the two 
institutions. A child, born in the Maison d' Ac- 
couchement, is immediately after its birth con- 
veyed to the Foundling Hospital, in a large box 
with long handles at the ends of it, so that it may 
be carried by two persons. The box is divided 
into four, five, or six parts, as it may be, with a 
pijiow in each part. In these theg^hildren are 
placed, and then the cover, which is very much 
rounded at the top, being shut close, the air is 
excluded and they are thus conveyed without 
difficulty^ or danger of taking cold. After the 
period of eight days, when the mother is obliged 
to quit the Hospital, she may reclaim the child, 
or leave it, as she sees fit. 

Two o'clock having now arrived, the hour ap- 
pointed for exhibiting the Gobelins, we repaired 
ihither, and were shown into a sort of ante-room, 
isrbejre we were pbliged to wajit, tU) oiir turn came 
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to eater the work-shops Each party, as they 
enter, receive a number, and when that number 
is called, and not before, you are permitted to 
enter the manufactory, conducted by a guide. 
In the apartments are placed ranges of looms, ia 
which the warp, instead of lying flat across the 
loom, as in ordinary weaving, runs up and down ; 
and upon each set are drawn the outlines of what- 
ever picture the workman is required to exhibit 
upon the piece of tapestry, when completed. The 
painting, from which he is to make a copy, is then 
placed behind the loom; and filling of all the 
different colors being at hand, he has only to 
weave the cloth in exact imitation of the pic- 
ture ; and when this is finished, the copy is 
more splendid and perfect, than you could pos- 
sibly imagine such a thing to be. The filling 
consists of very fine worsted or crewel, such as 
stool coverings, and similar articles, are worked 
with ; and the warp seemed to be coarse white 
yarn. Each time that the worsted is passed 
through, it is pressed down, between the threads 
of the warp, with e^ pointed steel or iron in-^ 
strument ; and you may judge by this, how 
great must be the time and labor employed in 
completing a large piece of tapestry. The pic- 
tures, which are now weaving, are nearly all 
of them copies of some of the most celebrated 
paintings in the Louvre. 

In addition to the rooms^^ devoted to this species 
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oftapestry, there are others in which carpets are 
woven. These carpets are most superb^ and only 
used by members of the royal family and some 
few great public institutions. Those now in the 
looms are destined for the choir of Notre Dame, 
and for one of the apartments of the Dauphine. 

From the work-rooms, we were shown into the 
Salle d'Exposition, which is a picture gallery, 
containing a large number of the works, which 
have been completed in the manufactory. These 
are all framed, and so exactly resemble paintings, 
that it is impossible to distinguish the difierence, 
except upon minute examination. Besides the 
larger historical pieces, there are two admirable 
portraits of Charles Tenth, the one representing 
him in his coronation robes, and the other in his 
military uniform. Each of those portraits em- 
ployed two workmen two years and a half alto- 
gether, and one of the largest pieces occupied the 
space of from six to seven years, with several 
men at work upon it. 

This celebrated manufactory forms, it is true, 
a very brilliant and beautiful exhibition; but it is 
at the same time, the most idle piece of extrava- 
gance, that can well be devised. The enor- 
mous expense, necessary to keep up such an es- 
tablishment, might be most usefully employed in 
the advancement of some less splendid, but more 
valuable art, than that of weaving tapestry for the 
King's use; and particularly aS; after a few years, 
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the pictures fade to such a degree, as to lose all 
their beautj, and to.appear like any ordinary ta* 
pestry. 
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In going through the Passage du Panorama, 
on our retura from the Gobelins, we stopped- to 
view the Panorama of Rome, there exhibited. It 
is said to be a very accurate representation of the 
city, as viewed from the dome of St. Peter's. 
The city itself, as it respected the generality of 
the buildings, wasfar from handsome; but the an- 
cient monuments could all be seen- to advantage, 
and these, though only viewed as. paintings, ap- 
peared so much like reality, that I almost fancied 
myself, for the moment^ to be* actually looking at 
the very ruins themselves, so far famed, and so 
worthy of^admiration, according to. all the repre- 
sentations we have of them. 

The evening of th^ same day^ and indeed several 
that suoceeded it, we passed in walking through 
a number of the bazaars, ■ recently established 
in, Paris^ These bazaars consist of 4arge apart- 
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ments fiUed.witb a fine display otfancy articles, of 
almost every; description, arranged upon coun- 
ters, in a manner to show them off to the best ad- 
vantage. The counters are all attended by fe- 
males, each having a particular set of articles un- 
der her own care, and for which she is answera- 
ble. It is. a very amusing and agreeable method 
of passing a leisure hour in Paris, to ramble a- 
round in the bazaars and passagesy particularly in 
the evening, when they are brilliantly lighted, 
and crowded with company. 

During the same week, I was invited by some 
American friends to go and see a very beautiful 
painting, purporting to be Raphael's, in the pos- 
session of Mr. Samuel Williams, the late London 
banker. This splendid picture represents the 
Virgin, seated amid green foliage and flowers, 
her lovely countenance beaming with the mingled 
expressions of maternal affection, sweetness and 
piety,, as her downcQft eye is bent upon the in- 
fant Jesus, who is standing at her knee, resting 
his elbow upon her lap, with both his feet upon one 
of hers, and looking up smilingly into her face, 
while John kneels at ope side^ his eyes turned 
towards- the Savior, and clasping a cross in his 
arms. The back ground of the picture presents 
a view of distant mountains, and some small vil- 
lagesk This picture is nearly a coynterpart to 
the celebrated one in the Louvre, called La 
BeUo Jardiniere^ but it is doubtful, which of the 
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two was original!/ painted by Raphael, or wheth* 
er thej were not both the production of that emi- 
nent artist. The difference between them is 
scarcelj distinguishable, consisting only in the 
comparative brightness of the coloring, and a 
slight difference between the foliage and back- 
ground of the one and the other. In each of 
these respects, Mr. Williams' picture is supe- 
rior to that in the Louvre, particularly in the 
coloring, which is much more brilliant and beau- 
tifhl. Notwithstanding that the painting is, even 
when narrowly examined, remarkably fresh and 
smooth in its appearance, it has been wholly 
removed from the canvass, which it was orig- 
inally painted on, that having been so cracked, 
and broken as to render the operation necesr 
sary. But this has not injured the picture, 
in the slightest degree. I should never have 
suspected, from mere observation, that it had 
been removed; and even when told of it, 
eould scarcely believe such a thing possible, 
so perfectly freo was the painting from injury 
or bkmishx 

On Tuesday evening, April twentieth, I at- 
tended a s&iree at General Lafayette's, where I 
bad once more the opportunity of meeting a 
greater part of the delightful circle, I had left al 
La Grange. Mr. G. Wr Lafayette and his lady 
were also present. The excellent General was 
in reonarkably fine health,, full of cheerfulness> 
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and overflowing with kindness as usual. There 
were very few ladies present^ on this occasion, 
independently of the family. There were, how- 
ever, a large number of gentlemen, chiefly French, 
but including some Americans and other stran- 
gers. Several rooms were thrown open, and 
these were nearly filled. The gentlemen walk- 
ed about from room to room, conversing with the 
ladies, and with each other. 

No ceremony whatever is practised at these 
parties, which the General gives every Tuesday 
evening, and to which all his friends go, without 
any particular invitation. Every person is at 
liberty to amus'e himself as he chooses, and re- 
tires at whatever hour he thinks proper, merely 
bidding the General and Madame Lasteyrie, 
good night, without breaking up, or disturbing 
the rest of the party. Some of ^e .guests re- 
main only for an hour, nine o'clock being the 
time, at which the company usually assemble^ 
others stay till eleven or twelve, but seldom, 
later than that. We came away at eleven, and 
lefl almost all the party still there ; a few only 
having previously retired. 

In describing this visit to General Lafayette, 
as also in giving an account of the family at La 
Grange, I have departed from the rule hitherto 
adopted in my journal, of excluding from it all 
notice of visits made to private individuals, whicl^ 
a traveller sl^ou}d never Q^entiop except in con* 



310 FRANCE. 

lidential letters or conversation. But the high 
standing and character of the General, together 
irith the peculiar relation which he bears with 
respect to our country, hare led me to speak of 
him and his family, with much less reserve, than 
I should feel authorised to do in regard to any 
other person or family, with whom I have be- 
come acquainted. 

On Friday, we visited the apartments of the 
Duke of Orleans, in the Palais Royal. A hand- 
some vestibule, paved with marble, and a very 
splendid stair case, conduct to the suite of rooms 
above. Visiters do not, however, ascend by this 
stair case; but pass by it, to a back flight of 
stairs, in order to reach the apartments. Before 
entering the first one, we were handed a cata- 
logue of the pictures, by one of the numerous 
liveried attendants, who were in waiting, and re- 
quested to return it again when we came out. 
The pictures are nearly all modern, and some of 
them well painted, but chiefly remarkable as a 
private collection. Tho family of the Duke are 
portrayed, again and again, in every room you 
enter, and the various situations, in which he is 
himself exhibited, are very numerous. 
' The difierent apartments are all handsomely 
fiirnished, the predominant color of the hang- 
ings being yellow, with gilt ornaments. In two 
of the rooms I observed some very splendid 
glass cfaandeliers^ornamentedwith gilding, which^ 
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when lighted, are represented to be brilliant be«* 
yond description. The most striking, and in my 
opinion the handsomest of the apartments, was i^ 
species of hall, the windows looking out upon the 
gardens of the Palais Royal. One end of this 
hall is adorned with numerous mirrors, and with 
some very handsome stucco columns, in imita- 
tion of marble, with gilt capitals and bases; and 
opposite each window is a large, handsome pic- 
ture. These paintings all relate to incidents thai 
have taken place in the Palais. Among them is 
the presentation of Franklin to the father of the 
present Duke of Orleans, after the recognition of 
the independence of the United States by Great 
Britain. 

Although the day, on which we visited these 
apartments, was exceedingly unpleasant, there 
was a large company of well dressed ladies and 
gentlemen assembled in them. The Duke ap-» 
points certain days in the week, in which his 
palace may be seen; and upon those days it is 
usually quite full of visiters, as you may suppose. 
There is no difficulty in obtaining permission to 
view it, as you have only to make application, by 
post or otherwise, to the proper officers in the 
Duke's household, and a ticket is.sent you with-, 
out delay. This is a striking proof, in addition 
to numberless others, of the ease with which a 
person may have access to every thing worthy of 
being seen at Paris. The universal system of 
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thiDga seems to be^ that of granting free adini»* 
sion, to strainers particularly, into all the public 
tad private insfitutionB, and td aA-ezfatbitiond, of 
whatever deeeription, ^Hiich'the city affords. 
Thii ie one of the great reasons, and I esteem it a 
sufficient one, that Paris is the resort of such an 
immense number of foreigners, as dailj flock to 
it from all pArts of the world. In no other citj 
whatever, can be found equals advantages, either 
for studj or amusement, and in ho other are these 
so easy of access as in Paris: circumstances, which 
necessarily serve to render it one of the most 
delightful places to visit, which any where exist. 

Upon our return home from the Palais Royal, 
we received a call from the famous Colum- 
bian (reneral, Santander. He is a very gentle- 
manly looking man, has intelligent, penetrating 
eyes, converses a good deal and without restraint! 
He was, as you know, obliged to leave South 
America on account of his opposition to the anh- 
bitious designs of Bolivar. 

We had obtained tickets of admission to the 
King's Chapel, to hear mass performed, on Sun- 
day, the twenty-fifth. • Previous to the hour 
appointed, we repaired to the Tuileries, and 
•beguiled an hour iil walking around the garden, 
and admiring anew its never tiring beauties, 
more strikingly displayed at this season than at 
any other, owing to the sweetness and freshness 
of the new blossoms and verdure, with which all 
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the trees were loaded. The garden was, as usual, 
full of companj, and after having wandered around 
through one path and another, we finally all con- 
gregated together at the gates of the palace. The 
day was not remarkably pleasant, and a keen air 
was blowing directly upon us as we stood; — and 
finding that, in order to get good places, it would 
be necessary to remain ejcposed to the bleak wind 
sometime longer, we at length gave up our de- 
sign, and, following the example of several of our 
companions, who had taken the liberty to depart, 
we walked away, and bent our' course towards 
the Louvre, for the purpose of spending our time 
in the picture gallery. There we passed several 
hours, much to our gratification. 

This splendid gallery loses nothing by being 
repeatedly seen, and indeed it is only by visiting 
it oflen, that one learns to appreciate its beauties. 
The Italian and Spanish pictures, though these 
last are but few in number, chiefly occupied us 
during the whole time we remained. Murillo's 
beautiful Yirgin and Child, and several of the 
same subject by Raphael, rivetted my attention 
in a particular manner, as it is a subject, in the 
illustration of which both these great masters 
peculiarly excel. I have seen many charming 
paintings, of various kinds, by both Raphael 
and Murillo; but ,in none have I ever observed 
the same degree of that touching simplicity of 

beauty, which seises at once upon the aBTec- 
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M^M, %ft0e >U '^tMites ' tlie '^:^, «ui tn Iteir 
iimttillaftle'repr^Mltttlo^ of tike H^j Family; 
The pieiW^res^ 6f R61^^to/b<HitstiiBd ID t&e Loih 
yre, ai^ mu^faeel^irated; but-lo'iny eye, tlh^jr 
(MMUieiB ntine in t%f6ta lo «amif^. ^fae td^it 
lyraised wnong * ihem ^%te a'ieH^s of ' iffiegomSal 
paiatiA^ii, t>f ereBtfl tn the Iffe driAaty*de1IIMir 
eiB, which apfiear to tee remafrksMe^^ufde^; 4ml 
only for their -extravagaiiiie, grdasaetey -atid^iraiit 
of ttete. I hare -in feet- seen Tew, - if - atiy, I^- 
ture» ofRubensyotit of the ^^therlands, but wirat 
were^qntdly ffiiMa«ti<^ldtfd strange tntfaeir^de^ 
«ttgn, with ihode in'tfae ^I/Ottvre; and did not his 
unp&fallelled Destee^At from the C¥<^)is, 'and « i^w 
other productions of his, which Thadbeen so'tmieh 
fileased With in BeTgfum, sofne times -tieme to my 
t^cdllection, I shduld Wonder that he was ever 
admired to a painter. 

There is one thark, by which a person may ^al- 
ways know Rubens^' pictures, after having 'seen 
twe or three of them; and that iS'thesingi!ilar-and 
' iabsurd' habit which -he -hifd, of piainting the por- 
traits of one hts three wires, whencVfet he wished 
to represent the femal^face. Ahd^fd he has done 
in nearly all his large pietees. To pay the com- 
jplinient to^his wives ocdasionally, WoUld be well 
enou^;'but to paint their featc^reste eeHtiflM^, 
thatthey^tve^ a ktnd -of ii^exto- point-^t 
'*hts picttirts Wherevei^-thfey ^ate^^d^ -in ^fby 
'bj^ibiiin; bottr'eg^ol^ic^ ahd«dt<eiiMtis. 
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From the^LouyrB, we.crtOfMa^ovei: tho, Font 
6p8 Arts to the Q^ai Voltairei opposite/ wbcoie 
we obtaiaedrastand, tp.see the. prooessioQ; pasii, 
which was- to accompai^^^ the Body of St. Viacedi 
de: Faille. During the r<eyQlutioa it h^d been 
thought: necessary to secrete ; the. hones of, this 
mii(;; aiid these have been recently disooveretl, 
filled out with, wax, and exposed at the church of 
Notre Dame, with various, religious ceremonies. 
The objiQct of the. present procession was to. bear 
the body ta another churqh, at^ which it, wa^ per- 
manently to ren^iin. 

After waiting until our patience was nearly, 
exbaustedi: we were warued tiiat the porcession 
was approaching, by hearing; the sound of distant 
voices chanting a hymn, and by seeing a small 
6flg, with long streamers to it^ borne aloft in the 
air, above the heads of the surrounding multitude. 
I was extremely disappointed, however, to tind 
that the procession consisted, almost exclusively, 
of the clergy and Sisters of Charity, bearing along 
at intervals flags of diflbrent colors, or large can- 
dlesticks, crosses, and other like badges of the 
Catholic faith. There was no. other music, than 
the ehianting of the priests and sisterhood, and 
occasionally the beat of a drum, which was carried 
hefere. a lew^platopn* of^oldiers. The Whole thing 
was vecy poorly got up, and waa soorqefy worth 
M^iftiiHiry except for a view of the^ splendid silver 
ibjeioe^ wbiciiL contained the body^ g£ the saint At 
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the tap were figures of himself, and of some 
little children; — and within the shrine, upon vt 
pall of black velvet, fringed with gold, was laid 
the body. The shrine was elevated very high, 
so that all could have an opportunity of seeing it, 
as it was borne slowly along by the priests. 

The number of priests, assembled upon this 
occasion, was almost incredible. I should not 
have believed it possible, that Paris could pro- 
duce such an almost endless procession of them, 
as we then saw. The pres» of spectators, too, 
both on foot and in carriages, was prodigious. 
The whole quay was lined with them, as closely 
as they could stand, for a long distance on each 
side. If they all had the same opinion with my- 
self, they must have gone away quite dissatisfied 
with having consumed so much time to so little 
purpose. 
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Chateau of St. Cloud.-i-Park. — Lantern of Napoleon. — Porce- 
lain Manuflictoiy of Sevres. — ^Pont de Jena — Champ d» 
Mars. — Le Centers Theatrea— NeuilJy. — Normaa^y. 

On Monday, we took advantage of the weather, 
to visit St. Cloud. A diligence for nine per- 
sons leaves the Rue Duphot every forty minutes^ 
for St. Cloud and back again direct. At nine 



SAlWr CLOUD. ^17 

o'^clock we took our places ia one of these, aii<l> 
after a pleasant ride of an hour or two, by the 
way of Passy and Auteuil, we were set down ai 
the bottom of the hill, upon which the Ckaieau of 
Sti Cloud stands. The appearance of this palace, 
as you approach it in ascending the hill, is yery 
beautiful. It occupies, three sides of a square, 
and the windows of the central building are or- 
napiented with pilasters, and surmounted with 
baa-xeHefs. In front is a gate, with two large 
Statues, upon pedestals, each side of it. 

On applying at the porter's lodge, we pro- 
cured a guide to conduct us through the Chateau. 
He led the way into a vestibule, from whence 
two handsome stair-oases, opposite each other, 
lead to thti royal apartment. These stair-cases 
are very different in their construction, the railing 
of one being iron, that of the other marble. 
The first room, that we entered, was a sort of 
ante-chamber, hung around with full length 
portraits of the Marquia de Lescure, Henri do 
Larochejaquelein, CatheUneau, and five others of 
the most distinguished royalist leaders, in the 
war of !« Vendee, From this you paps into a 
second room, in which are portraits' of George 
Cadottdal, and other conspirators against the life of 
Napoleon* Several oth^r apevtnients,,]iuBg with 
•ilks of difllireat edlofs, with furniture to matob» 
taadtoaspaifiioiisvoom^ which ia a4ofn9d with 
wwj fine pMtrate at Hewry Fouftbi^ hfmn Fonr- 
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teenlh, Louis Fifteenth and wife, Louis Six^ 
teenth and Marie Antoinette, together with those 
of the father and mother of Charles Tenth. 

This completes the suite of rooms appropriated 
to the King's use. . Then follow those of the 
Dauphin. The ante-room contains seyeral pahit* 
ings, representing hunting scenes, and also a 
statue of Henry Fourth, in his youth. The cab- 
inet is a neat, small apartment, and in it is a most 
beautiful little table, with a circular top, composed 
of mother of pearl, and covered over with glass,' 
which prevents any injury to the pearl, but takes 
nothing from its beauty, as it is seen with perfect 
distinctness through the glass. 

The reception room comes next, and this 
apartment, said to have been Napoleon's cabinet, 
is one of the most splendid, which the palace con- 
tains. The hangings are of delicate yellow silk, 
ornamented with gilding, and the sofa and chairs 
are of the same; and in the panels, which divide 
the doors and windows, are beautiful little painted 
figures. Three handsome tables occupy the up- ' 
per end of the room, and upon one of these are 
two small equestrian statues, of Francis First 
and Henry Fourth, and the busts of the Duke of 
Bordeaux and his sister. Upon the second table 
are statues of Saint Louis and Louis Fourteenth; 
and upon the third those of Louis Twelfth and 
ThiHeenth, all equestrian. These little ' statues 
are a beaotilul faaitation of marble^ made at the 
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Seyres porcelain Manufactory. The windows of 
the Salle de Reception command a delightful 
view of the Park, and of the structure, called the 
Lantern of Napoleon, which stands upon an emi- 
nence at one extremity of it. The bed chamber 
which adjoins this room, is not remarkable for it& 
beauty. The bed hangings are of crimson and 
yellow damask. 

' The Dauphine's suite of apartments follow 
those of the Dauphin, and are, I think, the least 
sumptuous of any that I saw. Next to the bathr 
ing-room, which is hung with muslin lined with 
blue, and ornamented with mirrors, is the Cabi-^. 
net de Travail. This is a neat apartment, the 
hmigings being composed of white silk, with 
colored flowers; and the sofa, made to compare^ 
has for arms two beautiful gilt swans, with a little 
bail suspended at the beak of each. 

The next room contains, among other pictures^ 
a very interesting one of Marie Antoinette sur- 
rounded by her children. An infant, afterwards 
Louis Seventeenth, reposes upon her lap, while 
his brother, the first Dauphin, who died youngs 
is drawing aside the curtain, which covers the 
cradle. The Duchesse d'Angouleme is repre* 
sented hanging affectionately on her mother's 
arm, whose happy expression of countenance 
rests upon the Utile babe, which she holds in her 
arms. . What a striking contrast did this domes- 
tie scene present to the subsequent unfoftunate 
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hit of the framt peraon» ; sni how idHst the heart 
of tiie Dauphilie be wruDg^ when she gazes tipoii 
ikiM affecting vepresentaUoii of an unhappy 
mother's motenui love and care. FrouL iiua 
roonr, yon enter the bed chamber, that coitfaina 
mothing remaikable, and which finishes t&e suite. 

The succession of apartments, that we were, 
next shown through, was truly splendid. The 
first, called Salon de Reception, is hung^ with rich 
crimson velvet, and fiirniture of the same trim- 
mings. Candekbras of bronaee, ornamented with 
gflding, are placed round the room,togetber with'a 
variety of handsome vases^ among which is one of 
great beauty, and much celebrated, made at the 
SevresManuleiGtory. From the beautifully pamted 
eoiKng are suspended two remarkably large and 
elegant glass lustres. The- next apartment, the 
Salon de Jeu, has likewise a pailited boiling, and 
the hangings and fomiture are of blue silk. 
Those of the Salon de Louts Seize, are of a su** 
perb red silk ground, with raised velvet figures 
upon it. The Salon de Mars ia reraarkitble for 
the beauty of its painted ceiling, biH^ it containsi 
no^ other object of interest, aHhough a largo 
pietofe, representing the Dauphin in Spain,8how8 
oonsptcuottsly upon one side of the rooai<. 

The €hi]erie d'Apolbn is strikingly boautifiii. 
The ceiling is richly painted and gilded', and a 
large number of pieties, several of them very 
fine, adorn the vrqUa. A range of Endows ope&a 
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Upon the Park, each being hung with white silk 
curtains. Opposite each window is a mirror, to 
compare with it in size, and also hung with cur- 
tains to match. Various litttle ornaments, such as 
vases, small statues, and busts, farther brnament 
the room; and at one end of it is a handsome 
bronze model of the statue of Henrj Fourth upon 
the Pont Neuf. 

Adjoining the gallery is another apartment, in 
which are several beautiful pictures. One of 
them represents the Maison Qarree at Nismes, — 
a second the ruins at Orange and Saint Remy, — 
and a third, a well executed portrait of Louis 
Eighteenth in his youth. As we reached this 
apartment intelligence was brought to our guide 
that the Dauphine had arrived from Paris: a 
hint, of course, to us, that we must retire, which 
we did without delay, and directed our steps to- 
wards the Park. 

The Park of Saint Cloud is, in many respects, 
much inferior to that of Versailles. It presents, 
however, a more natural appearance, and is very 
extensive and beautiful. It possesses one very 
celebrated fountain, said to be finer than any at 
Versailles. This I could imagine from its situa- 
tion and form, and also from the innumerable 
spouts, which I could discover in every part of 
it. But only when the waters are playing can 
this, or indeed aay other fountain, be seen in per- 
fe^ion. Having sauntered around for some 
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tioM^ amid, tke fioe groves ! o£ mafestic horse, 
ebssnut trees, all ia full blossom^ with which- the. 
Park aboundsi sad amused ourselves bj^ watch* 
iqg. the graceful.motioasof seyend stately, swans,, 
which were swimmiag ia the large basia o£ water 
coAstruGted for their use^^-^-we^ ascended the! 
hiUy to which a broad noble, avenue leads from, 
the Chateau. On the summit of this hill stands & 
monumeot, eceeted by Napoleon, which I have 
already mentioned, as known by the name of the 
Lantern of Napoleon. It is a kind of needle or< 
obelisk, and is- a very, conspicuous object, from^ 
many points in- the neighborhood, as I formeriy, 
had occasion to observe ii^ going from Paris to 
Versailles* The view from this Lantern is re* 
markably extensive and delightful. A number of 
pV9tiy villages^ together with wide spread mea<- 
dovs and a fertile country,, meet the eye, while 
the lofty domes and towers of Paris niay be seen., 
rising in the distance. 

We did not ascend to the top of the Lantern, as 
the view* is substantially the. same from the brow, 
of the bill, which it occupies; aud having. enjoy ed> 
this to our satisfaction, we descended the bill,, and 
passed through the Park, upon the other side* of 
it, to the village of Serres, in order to visit the 
ftpaous Manufactory, to which I have repeated^ 
ly alluded^ Severid large work rooms, appropri- 
ated to the purposes of turning and moulding, of 
baking, painting, and enawelling the diSeront ar- 
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'ti^eSj^lvere'BrBt'iiifaotm^tis/ eachproeess'b^g i69i- 
^^hlitfech'fts'We^w^tit -idoBg. Aftertbat, we passed 
^i^rough'&e apartments 'd«vt>ted to! tudMstif M 
'ike-staitoes/lMHsts/ttiid woAs dflhat' description^ 
' whii^ ha^4>een esieeiited m tfae'Miffitlfactoty^to- 
gather ^^ith 'simikr 'works of otker 'cevmtries, tmd 
*a')arge^'ii«fftber'of plaister rinod^ of celebrated 
•«tata^8,'t6be nsed in designing. 

^he fgiaganny so called, is n mieeesston ^ 
-rooms, in-wbieh are 'displayed amost'sumpttreiis 
ooltectionof Hiih-and Taluable articles, aSI^yro- 
ductions oT the Manufactory. These consisted 
•ChiefljT df breakfast, dinner, <and 'tea-services, 
'beautMdly painted and gildefd, TMstof Ihem-con- 
tainiiig correct likenesses of di^inguiiih^d 4ndi- 
{Viduals; vases 'of varioas forrasfand'sizes, -irith 
, pictures upon both'sides of thesn, all highly gilded 
and enamelled; and several copies of celebrated 
paintings, very much decreasedin size, but ad- 
mirably executed. There is aeoftness and beauty 
of finish about them, which you nci^er see -in 
any painting whatever done 'Upon canvass, tn 
addition to these, were several portraits of -dif- 
ferent members of the royal family, very ex- 
delient likenesses. 

•Among the varions dinner e^ts iras « collection 
"oCplate, thedesign of %hieh Struck me> as being 
in fine taste. ^'£ach plate represents one' of tile 
departiaients of Frunce, -ddiitiitning a View^of 
Aome'eelebrated'place^ in -that- 'department, '#]lh 
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miQiatures of the two most renowned persons it 
had produced. Another heautiful little article, 
which much pleased my fancy, was a small table, 
in size and general appearance like that in the 
Dauphin^s cabinet at Saint Cloud, and probably 
an imitation of it. It was made of the most deli- 
cate white porcelain, with gilt ornaments, and the 
top represented, at the centre, a picture of Ad- 
am and Eve in the garden of Eden; and around 
this was a band, divided into small, circular pic^ 
tures, of different scenes, drawn from the history 
of our first parents. 

We had now spent as much time here^ as we 
could devote to the examination of this beautiful 
and tempting collection;— of which the greater 
part, however, seems only fit for the use of kings 
and princes, and altogether too splendid for any 
less exalted destination. 

In entering Paris, upon our return from 
^Sevres, we passed along by the Pont de I'Ecole 
Militaire, formerly the Pont de Jena. This 
bridge is the same, that Marshal Blucher attempt- 
ed to blow up on account of its name; but he only 
succeeded in changing its appellation, into that of 
Pont des Invalides. A new bridge having been 
lately constructed, near the Hotel des Invalides, 
and called by its name, this one received its pre- 
sent designation of Pont de I'Ecole Militaire. 
OfiT against it^ in front of the Military School, is 
the famous Champ de Mars, whioh, although I 
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faaY^ seen it repeate<fl3r, I have accidentally bnfkit^ 
led to mention. It is a large, open piece of level 
ground, istirrouhded on three sides by sloping ter- 
races, the foarth, as I have just noticed, opening 
upon the road, and the buildings of the Military 
School. The use to which the field is now ap- 
filed is for'horse-^racing^ reviews, and other shows 
mad paradtes of the like description. 

^ the evening of the same day, that we visit- 
ed Saint Cloud, we attended the theatre of M. 
Le Gomie, where very young persons alone per- 
form. These are generally the children of poor 
people, and are fed and clothed by the proprietor 
of the theatre, who receives the proceeds of their 
Mors. They performed several little plays^ 
adapted to their age, remarkably well, and one or 
two of the boys, particularly, manifested a good 
deal of theatrical talent. The theatre is a small, 
but pretty building, neatly fitted up with two toyrs 
of boxes. It is frequented, principally, by mar- 
ried ladies, who go for the purpose of taking their 
children, of whom large numbers, of all ages^ 
may be seen every night, and who appear to take 
the greatest pleasure in the performances. One 
box, much more ornamented than the rest, is ap- 
propriated to the Dutchess of Berri, who occa- 
sionally attends, with her son and daughter. 

The succeeding evening,( April twenty-eighth), 
we bade a final adieu to Paris, and, on my par^ 
at least, ivhb th(» utmost regret, ad I reflected^ 
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that in all probability I should never behold it 
again. The hours, that I have, spent in this 
charming city^ have been very delightful to me^ 
and the recollection, of Paris will ^ver be accom- 
panied with, associations of the moat pleasing^ 
na(ure« 

We passed the barriere du Houle at about «ix 
o^clock, and soon afterwards reached the village 
of NeuHly, where is situated an elegant country- 
seat of the J)uke of Orleans. The bridge, which 
crosses the:Seine at this village, is highly ce lei- 
brat ed. for 4t& beauty aud for the solid manner ia 
which it is constructed. The length of it is seven 
hundred, and fifty feel, and it rests upon five 
aiohes, eacji of them one hundred and twenty 
feet wide and thirty in height. 

From Neuilly^ the road lay through Courbevoie 
to Be^QA). where we changed horses. Owing. to 
tly^ire being an opposition line of diligences,^ we had 
com^ at a inoat rapid rate from Patris to Beason.^ 
and the time occupied here in changing thehOrseft 
coutd scarcely have e^ceed^ two minutes, whe« 
we were again en route, . Leaving jDorneiU^ and 
Montigny a few. rod3 to the right of the road^ we 
contiQuedgnward, through Pontoiso aoid Gisocs,. 
to Ecouisy and thence 4o Rouen. 

Although WQ travelled a considerable pairt of 
th?! road, by night, we had still severalchaura of day- 
light, vthe-eveiMog after leaving Pa^is^ and several 
b^fpce aiu'iving at Houea the next morntagy in 
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which every object ,was perfectly visible; and as 
the first dawa of light appeared, I was charmed 
with the beauty of the scenery around us, in the 
ancient province of Normandy. The number of 
small villages and hamfets, through which we 
passed, was very considerable, and the wh6le 
face of the country around them presented a 
constant variety of rich pastures, and fields of 
grain, together with a great abundance of apple 
and pear tr<!es, so seldom seen in other parts of 
France. Small, neat farm-houses, with each a 
little kitchen-garden attached to it, and oflen sit- 
uated in the midst of a clump of trees, attracted 
my attention at every step, while all that I could 
see, appertaining to these humble dwellings, be- 
spoke the thrifliness and comfortable living of in- 
dustrious farmers. At eight o'clock we reached 
Rouen, and repaired to the Hotel de Normandte, 
whither some American friends of ours had gone, 
who left Paris the day before us. 
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Soon after breakfast, we all walked out to- 
gether, and first directed our course towards the 
Cathedral. This is a large, fine structure, in the 
gothic stjle of architecture; but extremely irreg- 
ular in front, aa is usuallj the case with churches 
of this description in France. All the ornaments 
sculptured upon it, however, are remarkably well 
executed, and many of them extremely delicate 
and beautiful. The chief nave has a grand and 
imposing efiect, sustained by clustered columns 
of great height and beauty. Several ancient and 
very curious monuments are contained in this 
church, most of which have been much mutilated 
and injured. There is a sumptuous one of two 
Cardinals d'Amboise, uncle and nephew, and 
another, consisting of a number of figures, which 
was erected in memory of Louis de Breze, by his 
widow, the famous Diane de Poitiers, dutchess 
of Valentinois. 

This church formerly contained several monu- 
ments, particularly interesting from their connec- 
tion with the history of England. One of these 
enclosed the heart of Ricbi^rd Coeur de Lion^ 



another was the iotob of Heory Secondy Eiqg of 
England; a third, that of the great Duke of Be^ 
ford, brother of Henry Fifth: all which, together 
Wiih the tomb, of Charlesi Fifth of France, have 
disappeared. There still remains the monument 
ofRollo, the Norman conqueror, and of his. son, 
Guillaume Longue-Epee, the second Duke of 
Norma&dj. Many other iUustrioas persons were 
also< buried in this church. 

A fine picture, by Philippe de Champagne, of 
the adoration of the shepherds, adorns the altar of 
the .chapel of the Virgin. There are several 
other pictures, but none of them particularly good. 

The front of the Cathedral is terminated, at 
the .corners, by two lofty towers; and over the 
centre of the building formerly stood a pyramid, 
four hundred feet in height, that was destroyed 
not many years since by lightning. A new one 
is now going up in its place^ which will be made 
of oast ivo% and carried, to even a greater height 
than the one destroyed. It is feared by many 
persons, that the weight of this, enormous iron 
pyramid, when wholly completed, will be found 
too great for the building to sustain; and taking 
into consideration its great age, I should think 
much apprehension of such a result might be 
justly entertained. 

The churoh of Scant Ouen, also of the gothic 
style, is an uncommonly b^utifiil edifioe, much 
more graceful in its architecture than tbo Cathe- 

28* 
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dral. The chief nave forms an unbroken line 
from the door of entrance to thechoir. The clus- 
tered columns, that support the roof, are of the 
same construction with those in the Cathedral; 
but being considerably smaller, they have a more 
light and airy appearance, and are in better keep- 
ing with the other parts of the building. The 
painted glass windows are very handsome ; and 
the light, admitted through them, being partially 
obscured, a deep shade is cast over the interior 
of the church, by no means unpleasing in its ef- 
fect. The side naves are wholly destitute of 
chapels, which I consider a great defect, particu- 
larly as the walls are entirely without ornament 
of any description. A number of pictures, how- 
ever, adorn the chapels in other parts of the 
church; but they are not possessed of any pecu- 
liar merit. Upon one of the columns^ just beneath 
the organ, stands, as is usual in catholic church- 
es, a basin of holy water, whose situation is 
such, that, in looking down into it, you see re- 
flected the whole interior of the church, from the 
foot of the nave to the upper extremity of the 
choir, the effect of whkh is extremely beautiful, 

as well as curious. 

» 

Back of the church of Saint Ouen, t& a very 
pleasant little garden, open to the public,' caHed 
the Jardin de Saint Ouen, from whelice a fine 
iriew is obtained of the church, and particularly 
,of the delicate and graceful gothic laotem which 
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surmounts it, and which forms its most beautiful 
ornament. 

The Hotel de Ville, which likewise faces upon 
the Jardin de Saint Ouen, consists chiefly of the 
buildings of the Benedictine Abbey, to which 
the church formerly belonged previous to the 
suppression of monasteries in France. Some 
improvements have been made to render the build-* 
ings better adapted to their present use. A very 
elegant spiral stair-case, constructed afler the 
same principle with that of the Observatory at 
PariS) leads to the valuable public library and 
the Museum. Upon a table, in the centre of the 
library, is a very beautiful little model of the 
church of Saint Ouen, made of a kind of paste-^ 
board, and executed with great neatness and in- 
genuity. It was the work of a poor barber's, boy^ 
and occupied him for the period of two years«. 

There was likewise exhibited to us, a splendid 
illuminated missal, which cost a monk the labor 
of thirty years to produce. The pictures in it are 
most beautiful. Nothing can exceed the bril- 
liancy and richness of the coloring, or of the gilt 
work, with which every page of the hook is adorn- 
ed. All the notes, as well as the words, used in 
chanting, are taken off in the neatest manner, and 
with all the clearness and exactness of printing. 
The man, who showed us this truly magnificent 
manuscript, told us that they had been effered its 
weight, which is seventy-three pounds, in gold; 



S3t nuKGS. 

%ai aiMdur tAt, even greater atill, .was to give 
as majDj gaineas, ten in a pile, as would covea 
the whole book, each leaf being compoeed of an 
entire skin. The book was, however, coaaideiQxl 
invalaaUe, and all offera for it were conaeqaenllir 
relused. 

The Maseon eonsista of several contiguotts 
apartments, hung with pictures, and', containing 
some few statues, not verj remarkable £x their 
value. The pictures are much more interesting, 
and many of them are exceedingly fine. Of these 
are an Assumption of the Virgin; an EccerHomo, 
in which the face of the Savior is inimitably 
touching and benign; our Savior appearing to his 
disciples ; Jesus and the woman of Samaria ; 
(Edipus and his daughter; and the Death of Cleo^ 
patra. In the last mentioned picture, the work 
of a modern French painter, the beautiful fea» 
tures of Cleopatra portray that peculiar serenity, 
that 'rapture of repose', which so firequently 
marks the human countenance immediately after 
death. Two female domestics are seen standing 
aiound her,, the one gazing intently upon the face 
of her mistress,, and the other clasping her feet. 
Several of the best picturesia the Museum pur-f 
port to be' productions of Raphael; but they are 
without doubt ' copies, or imitations, of his style 
merely, though strikingly well executed. 

Leaving the Hotel de Yille, we proceeded, to 
the Palais de Justice, anciently the. ParUament 
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House, commenced in the year fourteen hundred 
and ninety-nine, and finished in fifteen hundred 
six. It is a very large, gothic edifice, and is con-, 
sidered a fine specimen of its style of architecture. 
The court-yard is enclosed by a wall, and a flight 
of steps conducts from it to the Salle des Procu- 
reurs, a spacious hall, one hundred seventy feet 
in length, by fifty in breadth. Passing through 
the hall, we were shown the room where the as- 
sizes are held, and which was originally the Cham- 
ber of Parliament. Most of the rooms exhibited 
are more remarkable for their antique ornaments, 
than for any thing else. The wood-work, which 
forms the ceiling of the grand hall, represents the 
inside of the hull of a ship, reversed. The ceil- 
ing of another room had been richly painted by 
Jouvenet; but it has recently faUen in, and is now 
in a state of ruin. 

The church of Saiate Madeleine, which we 
next saw, is a beautiful building of Grecian archi- 
tecture ; but chiefly remarkable for its construc- 
tion, as it possesses few pictures or other orna- 
ments of any consequence. The corinthion col- 
umns, that separate the three naves, and support 
the roof, are very fine, as well as those which 
decorate the edifice in front. 

In walking from the church of Sainte Made- 
leine, towards the river, to view the bridge of 
boats, we passed through the Place de la Pucelle, 
where the unfortunate maid of Orleans was burnt 
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akve by the Englmh in fourieea littndred and 
thirty one. An ill executed statue o£ her staiida 
in the centre of the plnee. 

The Pont de Bateaux, so much cekbratedat 
Rouen, is, in its construction, very simihir to thai 
at SeTille. It rests upon nuieteen hoata, and may 
be opened at pleasure, for the passage of Tessek. 
It may be, likewise, wholly removed, wilhoiit 
injuiy, if any particular exigency require thfe 
unimpeded navigation of the river. A irtone 
bridge has beenTocently thrown across the Seine, 
at Rouen, resting, at the centre, upon the «miA 
island of La Oroix. 

Th^e is much appearance of bustle and acliv^ 
ity observable in this ancient capital of Normandy^ 
which is, in fact, the great seat of the cotton and 
woc^len manufhetures in France, and conse^ 
quently possesses an extensive trade. Its gen- 
eral aspect is irregular and unprepossessing ; but 
there are, nevertheless, several good looking 
streets, of comparatively modern construction ; 
and' the bouievards, planted with trees, afibrd 
broad and agreeable promenades. The situation 
of the place, and all its environs, without excep- 
tion, are delightfully pleasant. The celebrated 
view, from the summit of Sainte Catherine's Hill, 
in the near neighborhood, is said to be one of the 
finest, both as to extent and beauty, to be found 
in the country. The day that we were in Rouen 
being e:xtremeiy warm, I did not venture to ascend 
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Xhee hUl ; more particularly as nssrly the .sasM 
pvoapect, akfaottgk ncrt'qaita s& extenaiine perlvaps, 
wea afforded us just before entering the city^ ia 
eoau&g froffi Pans. 

Upea makiag iBD^irieBj aa to the hoars^xed 
f<>r thpedilfgeDce -to start for H^vre'de Crraee, we 
learned; nuwlite our duigTmy that it ^^^otiid be 
neeessarj to ride^agaiar all nighty- or^ remata in 
RoneB' another dayv This^ latter ^spei^Dt: we 
oo«id not adofit, as^we lufght^ hj that nfeaoa^ lose 
tiieaBteaia-fboat, . la which it : was oar intention to 
emiiarfefor Bngiaad; We were therefore cony- 
pelled to submit to another' nig^^^ watching^ and 
took oox places ia. the diligenee aocordittgly^ at 
maeoo'dlocfc/inrthe ereninga The firat^ part of 
onr joamey was rxmcomfortafole. enough^ ^wing:to 
tbe heat mnd dast^ whichtogether were aiarast in»- 
lolarabie. But .as: morning approachied:the ak 
hecanse imieh cooler^ aad- the beauttful' groves -of 
ibreattrees^ that > we fifequentfypaBsed,'>pix>dtaeed 
a lights but onoBt refreshing breeze,* Grreat nuaa** 
bees of little thatched cottage8:were seefi peeping 
out from amidst these groves^;. sometimes almost 
completely hidden by the bendingbrancheS'of the 
trees*. The yartedi beaaties^ which the . country 
now aflSirded on- • e v^ry »side y v soon . eagrosaed my 
attention, andrenderedthe remainder of the joup- 
ney interesting: and^agreeablei 

We ' reached Havte - at about ten o'clock ; pass- 
ing through the suburb of IngoavillO) much noted 



as agr««lplaee of refrort for the merchaiits of 
Harre, daring the suminer monthfl. I jiee4 
scarcely add, that my first care, upon reaching 
the hotel, was to make amends for past fatigaeS) 
hy some hoars of tranquil repose. Fortunately 
the steam-heat did not sail for Southampton until 
the next afternoon, so that we had ample time to 
reeruit, and also to see the city, before it should 
he necessary to depart. The house, at which we 
lodged, was caHed tlte Hotel de iN^ew-York, 
situated upon the quay, where we had a very good 
view of apart of the harbor, ai^ a considerable 
portion of the fAipping*. 

The morning after we arrived, I took a ^alk 
out, to see the few objects desetving of notice, 
which Havre contains. The chief of these are 
the docks and quays, the kttef well made anld 
soiidly^ built of stone, and the former consisting of 
several large basins^ untied together by canals', 
which are dosed v^tth lock-gates. By mteans^oC 
these the shipping is brought up into the very 
centre of the town, a- circumstaace extrenaely 
ooavenient for purposes of commerOe. 

A stpange accident oectrred here^ a few days 
before our arrival) which was -the- wrebking of a 
^nO large ship, from Rio Jeneiro, loaded With 
hides end coffee. Owing to great ' carelessnel^ 
on the part of those, who had charge <^ her, she 
struck against the stone workef thisfaiek or quay, 
4ind w«8 immediately upsei, justwi(iiout>the gate. 
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through which she was to pass from the river into 
the first or principal dock; so that, of course^ all 
vessels were prevented from going in or out while 
she la/ there. Crowds of people were constantly 
assembled on the quays and canal bridge, drawn 
thither by the spectacle; and indeed I have seldom 
witnessed a more singular sight^ than that of a 
huge ship like this, after having braved the dan- 
gers of the stormy ocean, lying a perfect wreck, 
in a situation, which would seem, with ordinary 
care and attention, to have rendered such a ca- 
tastrophe next to impossible. The packet ship 
Edward Quesnel, bound for New- York, and upon 
the eve of sailing, had the disagreeable prospect 
of being detained several days, by this unexpected 
obstacle, as the men, engaged in unloading the 
wreck, could only work at the ebb of the tide, 
and even then did it in so slow and lazy a man- 
ner, as would shame the same number of boys, 
possessed of any enterprising spirit. 

We went on board the Edward Quesnel and 
the France, both superb ships^ possessing every 
accommodation for the comfort and convenience of 
passengers^ which could be desired. The France 
seemed rather the finest of the two, that is, her 
state-rooms were larger, and she was more ele- 
gantly fitted up; but comfort alone considered, the 
Edward Quesnel was quite equal to her. They 
are both handsomely carpeted, and furnished in 

every part, particularly the state-rooms, with 
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much taste and neatness. But. after all, the ' 
greatest luxuries and elegancies, though they, 
may partially mitigate, cannot banish, the sick- 
ness and wearisome sameness, attendant upon a 
sea voyage. 

Little else of Havre, than what I have already 
noticed, is in any degree remarkably. The 
theatre and arsenal are rather handsome build- 
ings ; but the town, in general, is dull and unin- 
teresting in the highest degree. Few places, 
that I have ever visited, have struck me more 
unpleasantly, than Havre, and I scarce know any 
thing, that would tempt me to m^ke it a place of 
permanent abode. 

In the afternoon, we embarked for England in 
the steam-boat Camilla, which soon put out to sea, 
and in a few hours afterwards, I took my last ! 
farewell look of the shores of France. 

In reviewing the time that I have passed in this ] 
country, and the opportunities afforded me of be- j 
coming acquainted with the manners, character, 
and customs of the people, I find pauph to admire, 
and also something to censure. So far as the 
general appearance of nearly every part of France 
is considered ; — its great natural beautj, and the 
state of high cultivation which the industry of its 
inhabitants has imparted to it, — the objects of deep 
and peculiar interest, which it containS|r— its in- 
|titutions, whether public or private, and the 
aobje manner in wl^ch these are rendered useful 
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£o the rest 6f the wortd,~caIl forith and justly 
deserve the highclst admiratioti, and tlie most 
Unqualified 'praise. But with regard to the peo- 
ple, I cannot express nayself in terms of equal 
ipprobition. 

I will not say, 'as I haVe fte'quently heai'd it re- 
fnatked by others, that the love of pleasure and a- 
musetnent is the engrossing, all-absorbing passion 
Of the French, that the pure principles of religion 
Exercise no influence over their actions^ or that 
the tranquil enjoyments of doinestic life are totally 
unknown to them ; — for this I do not believe, 
having myself met with instances sufficient to 
prove the contrary to my own satisfaction ; — but 
it is evident to tlie slightest observation, that the 
love of pleasure is carried to far greater excess in 
France, — that religion exercises less influence 
there, — and that the marriage tie is much more 
frequeiifly a mere matter of expediency between 
parents, without reference to the wishes or feel- 
ings of the parties most interested, — than in 
America. 

That the French surpass every other people in 
point of politeness, is an opinion very generally 
entertained by all the world. This may, in a 
certain sense, be true; btit it requires to be 
sbmewhat explained and qualified. With respect 
to th« higher classes of society, a stranger sees 
them only as a visiter, and as such, I am far from; 
iotimating, that the remi^rk do^d not hold true, as 
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to them, in the itricteat senae. I maj even g<r 
farther and saj, that genuine politeness and good 
breeding characterize them, as far as my own 
observation extends, in a remarkable degree. 
But as it regards the great body of persons, with 
whom a traveller comes in contact, the superior- 
ity of politeness is rather in manners, than in 
feeling. A Frenchman will be more obsequious, 
more polite, undoubtedly, in manner ; but I 
have not found that he is particularly ready to 
make a sacrifice of his own personal convenience 
to that of his neighbor. In many instances I have 
found it far otherwise. Thus at public exhibitions^ 
in the streets, at the theatre, in public coaches, I 
have not seen that deference and attention paid to 
the comfort and convenience of others, which I 
have always noticed at home ; but have more 
than once observed even gross breaches of good 
breeding committed with the most courteous air 
imaginable. 

But whil9 1 thus call to mind the defects, which 
I have perceived in the French character, let me 
not forget their better qualities; but remember 
that, with all their faults, they are tempeiate, in- 
dustrious, frugal, and honest, and that they have 
not been found wanting in fortitude and courage, 
when these manly virtues have been called into 
exercise. Peculiar vivacity of manners and con- 
versation, and a great quickness of repartee, 
almost universally distinguish the females of 
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Prunce in a remarkable degree. Even the un- 
educated are seldom at a loss for subjects of con« 
versation, and are ever ready to giVe an apt and 
shrewd answer to any jesting or raillery, that 
may be addressed to them. In a well educated 
French lady, these traits are indeed delightful, 
and render her one of the most agreeable and 
entertaining companions in the world. 

They atone too, in a great measure, for the 
absence of personal beauty, so very apparent in 
Parisian ladies particularly. .The number of 
strikingly handsome faces, that I saw in Paris, 
>yas wonderfully small, and no large proportion of 
tjbeip could even be called pretty. But still, from 
the surpassing taste, which she displays in all ar- 
ticles of dress, a French lady always looks well, 
always has an air of gentility about her, let the 
materials of her dress be what they may. Mor is 
this observation confined to ladies alone. The 
youngs shop girls, the milliners, the mantua- 
makers, and persons of that class, are equally re- 
markable for the perfect neatness, taste, and 
propriety, with which they are clad. Thus, al- 
though beautiful faces are rarely seen in Paris, 
it is quite as uncommon to meet with an ill dre^s^ 
ed or vulgar looking female, whatever may be 
her rank or situation in liJe. 

Another trait, that characterizesFrench women, 
is the facility with which they engage in the 

active pursuits and employments, which, with us 
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at least, entirelj devolve upon the ofher sex. I 
have frequef tl/ been led to make this remark, 
with regard to labouring people; but it will also 
apply to persons of better condition. Not on- 
ly do you see women taking an active part, 
sometimes the chief command, in extensive 
mercantile establishments, or very large public 
hotels; but you will also find ladies of the most 
elevated rank, perfectly capable of undertaking 
the entire management of their husband's busi- 
ness, even of the most intricate nature, upon the 
occasion of his illness, absence, or death. This 
is certainly an argument in favor of their intel- 
lectual properties, and is one great proof, among 
others, that the female sex is not naturally inca- 
pacitated for exertions of the kind in question, 
when habit and the usages of society lead them 
to follow such pursuits. 



END OF FRANCE. 
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